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This study fs concerned with the develorment of commend 
feeilities for the Army Air Forces Guring the reriod of Verld 
War TI, and 1t makes no effort to treat the almost equally 
extensive subject of the exrension of industrial facilitics under 
SAF spensorshir. This latter phase of AAP exransion has already 
been covered in APSHG Historica) Studies: Fo. 40, aetansion of 

m © wader Aroy Air Forces Ausr S . 

pauiria) acklities u te give rartieuler oe Fon ge 
command instealletic , tut cost of the izportant main ond submhases 
developed have been et least mentioned in the merrative. The 
Present study wae prerared by Robert F, Mutrell of the fir 


Like other Air Eistorice] Office studies, this history is 
sutject to revisic , end eAditicnal inforuaticn or suggested 
corrections will be welcome, 
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STATUS OF AIR IRSTALLATICNS IF 1939 


Ca 4 Jarmary 1939 President Roosevelt, warning that undeclared wars, 
the erovth of heevy armaments, and threats of new aggression vere 
sveening the vorid dangerously close to general hostilities, called upon 
Congress to take steps to protect the western heniaphere “against storms 
froma any aan The attention focused upon the armed foreen as a 
result of this adponition revealed te the pubife that the Army dir 
Corps Incked the men, the planes, and the base installations it needed 
beth for prerer training and for the stretegie defense of the continental 
United States. 

The installation deficiencies were particulerly acute because the 
Atr Corps, unlike other elenente of the Aruy, depended uron its bases 
not enly fer housing but for fighting pover and training effectiveness. 
Yet in carly 1939 the bases available to the Air Corps were more like 
the hodeeepadge of airfields whieh hed been sglwaged from World ¥ar I 
than the eystem of beses needed for the protection of the United States 
{mn a world which wes headed toward war. During the 16 nenths of 
fmerican participation in Vorid Var I, the Army had hurriedly expanded 
ite 3 original training airfields to » total of 50 major installations.” _ 
Urgent training denends had given little tine for careful alte selection, 
avd the simrle operational characteristics of the aircraft then in 
use hed percitted many of the fields to be located on sites which were 
little more then tracts of level lend viich could be acquired expedi-~ 
tiously. There hed heen little, if any, censideraticn for locating 
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airflelis for the defense of the United States. at the close of Korld 


War I the Army retained scme 16 of the installotions for its air ce 
ard ell tot three of them were still in service in January 1939. 

Cf the 10 air bases assigned te the General Headquarters Air Fores 
in Jaruary 1939 for use in the defense of the United States, five vere 
of such Horld Yar I origin.” langiey Field at “,mucton, Ya., and 
Nitehe? Field at Eemrst<ad, E. Y., were the only heses available for 
the defense of the Atlantic const. Hear the Faeifte const, March Field, 
at Riverside, Calif., functioned <s the defence base for the Tacific 
southwest. located in the center cf the continent, Seott Fleld, at 
Belleville, Illey end Selfridge Field, at Mt. Clemens, Mich., eould 
£121 ne defensive nisstore | 

The five other hases cssigned tc the GHG Air Force vere of more 
modern censtructicn. In 1629 and 1930 Congress hed rermiitted the Var 
Derartment to accert donated sites for Barks‘ale Field, at Shreverort, 
Ine, and for Familten Field, et Sen tafael, Gsliif. Harkscele hed been 
constructed with scone view te its use for the defense cf the Gulf 
ecest, snd Hamilton had been designed as a borber base for the defense 
go the den Pransises Bay eicas in 1935, as a rert of an exchence of 
facilities between the Army end Eavy te relieve duplication, the Ver 
Se cartaent hed been required te give ur its air bases et Rockwell 
Field, Sen Diego, Calif.; old Bolling Field, Anacostia, D. C.z and 
inke Field, Csiu, T. H., in exchange for Moffett Field, Surryvale, 
carte.” The exchance taunt rartioulerly desired by the Air Corrs, 
end Moffett, beceuse of its high arms] mintenance costs (especially 
on the lerge dirigible hangar), wes thought to be a poor station. As 
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a frontier defense “ese it durliceted fectlities lecated at Hamilton Field, 


just to the north of San ¥r,neiseo Bay. During the period between 1935 
ané 1930 there had been considerable agitation to return it te the dane.” 
After the transfer of old Belling Field to the Navy, the Wer Department 
bed secured funds for the develorment of a new atr base, also called 
Folling Meld, imedistely sozth of the old installation, and in 1939 
this bage was just becoming completely Me oa The nevest of the 
GEO £ir Feree bases was MeChord Field, at Tacoma, Kash., which hed been 
authorised by the Wileox Act of 12 August 1935. This ect, written with the 
advice of the Chief of the Air Corrs, had euthorized the construction of 
bases in the northeast, southenst, and nerthvest United States, in Alaska, 
' end alr derots in the southeast and Hocky Mounta‘ns area of the United 
Siceee.? Under ite comprehensive authority, the Air Corre h«d asked for 
fonds to construct the northwest air bese, leter named NeChord Field. 
Construction had teen initiated on the donated site in 1936, tut the 
Field was not te be ready to receive tactiec] mits until sie 

These GRC Air Force stations did not satisfy the requirements of 
the Air Corrs defensive mission. The Air Corrs Board, the agency resren= 
aible for reco-memdin: Air Corzs tactical doctrine, hed concladed in 
19% thet “In the past Air Corrs stations have not been located selely 
in secordance with tactical or steatenien requirements." There was no 
air base in Rew England although its industrial comrlex made it a prime 
objective fer enexy alr attack. The cetvesenn United States and the 
entrance tc the Caribteen were similerly unrrotected. The Air Corps 
Board considered thet both of these regions needed the facilities which 
had been anthorized in the ¥llcox ies The inadenuaey cf the 1939 
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tactical stations for the operation of the heavier an? faster military 
atrerart which vere being brought inte use in 1939 vas also evident. 
The arrival of 517 at Hanilten Fleld, for example, hed led to immediste 
demands fcr taxiveye whieh had net been rrovided in the original design 
fer the bevuber base. The CHC Air Feree had protected in 1937 that 
drainesc, housing, md ending fields at its bases were imadequ:e, and 
commercial engineers had recemended thet peved runweys at least 7,000 
feet in lencth would be needed Por the new tyres of heavy bombers. Fone 
of the tactical stations possessed such facilities. | 

The burden of World Year I constructicr, surrosedly temporary in 1627 
and 1918, lay heavily uren the fields used by the Air Corps for training 
in 2939. Of the seven air bases used in Jarmery 1939 for such training, 
only two hed been constructed since World Wer I, Al] three of the Air 
Corrs flying training fields hed been loce‘ed in the vieinity of San 
Antonie, Tex., for pur-oses of eccnamy and centralization and te take 
rdvantace of the good flying veether of south Texas, Kelly Feld, crigi- 
nelly the aviation cantomment of Fort Sam Houston, hed been formally 
established in July 1917, had been used for flying trai ning during the 
wer, hed teen ea mechanice treining school from 1920 to 1922, and had been 
again reopened es a flying school in we.” Training had begun et 
Brecks Field in March 1918, tut in May 1979 a balloon school had replaced 
the flying school. After the movement of the lighter-thanealr school to 
Seott, Brooks bed teen reopened as a primary flying school in 1922. 
The sincle new flying training field, Randolrh, hed teen organized in 
Sertember 1928 and ite installations hed been erected in the years which 
followed. Frimery and basic training oh rrevicusly leested at 
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March and Brooks Fields, had been concentrated at flanicirh in 1931. 
Kelly, eens had been continved in operation as a snb-pest of Randclrhy 
githough this prevented a carscity exploitation ef the never plant at 
eaten _ 

The two airfields used for Air Corre technical training in 1939 
vere Charute Field, at fantoul, I11., and Lowry Field, at Denves, Cole. 
Chanute hed heen loented and leased in May 1617 as a flying sehool, end 
efter the war it had been used ter-orerily as a storage depot fer aviation 

‘gurrlies. Im 1921, 28 a rurely tenrorary expedient, the plemt had been 

_ Peorened to receive the mechanice school from Kelly, bat eventually all 
of the technical training fumetions of the Air Corrs hed been concene 
trated et Chamte. ‘hen it was procesed te move the school in 1930, how 
ever, #0 mush crrosition vas manifest in Illinois thst the project had to 
be absndoned. in 1934 a site board evain recommended thet the school 

be moved to Denver, Coles, in 1937 & political compromise permitted the 
movement of a rert of {t, and in 193¢ three of the technical departments 
were transferred to new facilities which were doneted at Denver. As a 
part of the donated facilities the technical school also obtained a 

16 x lemile bombing rmge, bedly needed for training of bem-ardierss 

In January 1939 the new afr base at Denver, Loury Field, was being 
waite | _ 

Maxwell Field at Montgomery, Alas, site of the Air Corps Tactical 
Scheel and the Air Corrs Bosrd, had a combined treining and experimental 
mission. The rrorerty had been originally secured for an engine repair 
shop in Tecerber 1917, tut in 1921 the maintensnce function had been 
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moved to Fairfield, Chio, leaving Mexwell to become a flying field. In 
1927 permanent construction hed been initiated, and in 1931 the Tactical 
Sehool hed zoved from Langley te ccoury the new ae 

Reth from the veint of view of housing and techn'esl facilities these - 
treinine airfields——th the noteble excertion of Randelph—were roorly 
ecuivred for their mission. Housing et Chamte, Kelly, and Brooks was | 
rredarinantly of Yorld Wer I origin. ‘The use of sush "temporary" construc 
tion hed, in faet, led General Arnold to remark ti at the goverment hed 
got more than its neney's vorth from such emergency hevust a The salue 
trione climate of south Texas prevented sctua! hardships to the pereonnel 
hensed at Kelly and Brooke, but Chamrte, over-crowded end run-down because 
of the long indecision az te its fate, was positively dangerous to the | 
health of ite irhabitmts. “Don't shoot ‘em, Chanute ‘em," had becone 
e rorlarly conceived runishment Pacetiously spoken of in the Air Corrs 


ig. 
‘for offieere whe incurred displeasure. Maxwell Field, eithcugh one 


ef the showplaces of the Air Corps because of its buildings, whieh hed 
cost $35433,612 of the $5,371,167 expended on the station by June 1940 
hed runways whieh could be extended in only ome direction for more than 
3,500 feet, and the CCAS estimeted that @ nev installation could be built 
for jess then the amount of z-ney thet would be required te buy the 
exrensive rrorerty needed te bring Mexvell ur te rrerer ereraticnal 
ee 

The four eir derots existent in Jemusry 1939, excert for chmzes in 
desipnetion and the movement of ene of them to a new plant, were closely 
simliar to the derote which had remained in use after World War I, The 
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San Antcnio Air Depet, opened at Duncan Field in September 1927, vas still 
orerating in 193. Middletown Air Terot, at Harrisburg, Ta., also | 
fcunded in 1917, wes so sharriy bounded in aree that there was cornsidere 
able indecision as te whether it should be retained or abandoned. Faire 
field fir Derot, Fairfield, Chie, established in Jarmary 1918 to give . 
services te the wartime Wilbur “right Field, had limited f.cilities in | 
193¢, Sacramento Air Derot, Sacramento, Ca7if., was the cnly new depot. 
Ground hed been broken at its site in 1936, anc the old de-ot which had 
been at dockwell Meld vas moved there in 1935. Ccnstruction was st322 
underwey in 1939. The headquarters and the experimental activities of 
the Materiel Divisia , COAC, were leccted at “right Field, Sayton, Thioe, 
a nev field which had been occupied in 1927. 

| Bven in terns of normal reacetime requirements, existing facilities 
at the four air aecehe in 1939 were mo move than barely adequ.te. With 
the excertion of the new Sacramento warehouse, available storage f,cilie 
ties were filled. The repair capacity of the four derots was but 3,400 
work units per year. Tre San Antonio Air De-ot at Duncan Field was 
crowded between Kelly Field anc the treeks of the Texas and New Grleans 
Railroad, making expansion impossible, ‘The Middletown Air Depot wes 
sinilsriy eyonasa between an urban area and the Susquehamne iver. The 
use of heavier afrereft had mace the landin: fielas at Fairfield and 
Middletown hasardous. ‘Yattersor Field, at fairfield, wes vithout rune 
ways and heavier aircre% net difficulty in landing in inclement weather. 
Clust-ad Fela, Middletown Air Derot, was so smell and eireunseribed by 
flying hazards as te be dangerous for avicatia 

In Samary 1939 Arny observation units, orgenically a part of the Air 
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Corps but assigned te Army ground units for edninistration, training, and 
orerations? centrol, were loested at L.wson Field, Fort Eenring, Geez 
Tope Field, Fort Eragg, ". C.3 Godman Field, Fort Knox, Eye; Gray Field, 
Fort Lewis, Uashss Marshall Field, #%. Riley, Kan.3 and Fost Field, Fert 
ail, cute. # These units varied in sise from e flight to a squatrer, and 
the fields were, for the most rart, gual] and Limited in facilities. 
Go man Fleld, for eximrle, hed originally beer the Fort Znox pole grounday 
and the observation equedron there in 1939 operated from a grase ieee 
In Geteber 1937 it hed been rererted th t housing conditions at the sir 
surrort Pielis varied from "fair to bed." Other amall fielde were 
Stewart, at the Military Academy; Phillirs, at the Aberdeen, Mae, 
ordnance testing ground; snd Sherman, at Pt. Leavenworth, Fans. Al) of 
thewe fields were a rort of the local reste, and they vere not ecrtrolled 
by the Air Corrs. 

The bembine end gunnery rmzes availeble to the Air Cerrs in early 
1939 were toe few in mmber «nd tco small in size for the intensive traine 
ing whieh ves desired. in 1936 the Air Corrs Board hed recommended th-t 
@ suitable range vac necessary for each Air Corrs station, end in 1937 the 
SQ Air Feree had deseribed the lnek of available rances as the "liniting 
factor" in ite prereration for aectega Flam Tree Island, off the 
Yirginis eoast near Langley, had been seqzired In 193C, end in Sertember 
1936 Langley had also secured the use of Salberry Islend, @ part of the 
Fort Eustis Coast Artillery Reservation, but it was not until Sertexber 
1920 that the Ceast Artillery Corps agreed thet the Air Corrs interest 


22 
there was raramcunt. . ani a3 ery rege et Cemp 
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29 
Skeel, Oseede, Miche, in 1922, which vas suitable only for sumer use. 


In 1933 tecticn] units et Merch Field hed begun bombing and summery 
treining at Muree lake, Calif., but this dry eke bed became wet during 
Snelenent weather and a seattered holding of civil eleins complicated its 
agar Mitchel end Famliten hed no reguicr rances, but units et the former 
used a renze at Camp rte, F. Y., and st the latter made scme use of the 
ola Yather Field, Celif., reserveticn.~ In 19% the Mr Corps Tectical 

Sehool hed secured the deneticen of 1,460 acres of lend incinuding a civil 
airfield at Valrerise, Fla. This instaliation, called fglin Field, ales 
mace use ef overwater rances and rances in the Cheetawhatchee Netional 
Perest. Range facilities {n the forest erea, however, were severely linited 
by a checkerboard of civil holdings which covered the pestntiene The 
ranges et Barksdale were located on the immediete air “ase area, and, 
although this reservaticn included 26,°86 acres, the closences of the 
ranges te the sirfteld traffic netiern eensed some difficulties. 

Targest of the borbing ranves was the 64,000-acre tract south est of 

lowry Field which the Air Corps Technical School had brought into use in 
February as 

The Air Corrs also maintained small detachments of weather, communie 

cations, service revsonnel, and organized reserves at 2° civil eairrorts 
te service end contro! Army aircrea® making use of the airrorts in eross- 
country end ferrying Aichts,”” Since it wes obvicusly impessible for the 
Air Corps te maintain during ceece the mmber of installations which wuld 
be needed for wor, the Army looked te the civil atrrorts of the nation 

fer the additional beses which would be needed during a netional emergency. 
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var plons required a netework of civil airfields, suitable for military 
use, in esch of the nation's four corners and a sinilir route of elvil 
airfielis commceting these pericheral ereas of the United States. In 
Jamery 1935, hevever, the Cte Aeronautics Autherity, sfter an extensive 
eurvey, re-orted that of the 1,007 civil elr-orts in the continental | 
United ctstes, only 882 had facilities for refueling, only 230 had ade= 
quete lichting emirment, end only 232 had herd surf.ced runvays. The 
Ohi standa-ds for elascifiestion ef airprts included four erecifications . 
baced primarily on runve: length: Glass I, 1,500 feet; Clase Il, 2,500 
fests; Cl-ss Ill, 3,500 feet; and Class IV, 4,50 feet. By Air Corp 
militery use. Althouch a number of the airrorts were penalized by the 
Jack of the srecified fneilities and sc were foredl into a lower category, 
there was cn 1 Jermmry 1639 not a single Claes IV elvil airrert in the 
United States. Cnly 36 eivil airrorts vere in Cl-ss IIT, and only 178 
were In Class Il, Arrreximetely severmeights of the existing civil sire 
ports vere thus in the lovest srecificetion or failed to meet the CAA 
steniards at all.” Retween 1933 and 1939 the goverment had srent sone 
2137,931,95C for relief mmr-oses on the develorment of civil airports, 
tut from the reint of view ef national defence too mich of this relief 
noney had gone inte the development of amall fielis. A Federal interest 
in the develomment of # nations! systen of airports was vital if the. 
etvil airrorts were te te mete of wilue to the naticrs1 defense. 

Several fairly ebvious difficulties ted been encountered by the Air 
Corrs in building ur to its 1939 air base situation. It had certainly been 
penalized by the large mmber of World War I bases which had been cortimed 
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in use vith miner improvements desrite the f.ct that most of them were 
not suit.bly locnted for continental defense. The rapid development of 
lerger and heavier wilitary aircraft tyres had caused 211 of the air bases 
te — obsolete much more rapidly than funds could be secured to expand 
them. Although the Air Corrs had tren euthorized new bases by the Wleox 
Sct, it had been inexredient to ack Congress for funds to construct theme 
Moreover, the Air Gerrs, with its umits understrength, hed neither the 
persornel nor the equirment for any ad iitional bases even if they could 
have been secured. The vr Department had not been entirely free to 
determine ite own rrograz of construction fer the Air Corps. The 1935 
interchange of fecilities, for example, hed forced the Ver Dep-rtuent to 
use the bulk of ite funce for new air bases in Fawaii, the District of 
Cohmbia, and for a nev devot at Sacramento. Funds had thus been diverted 
te substitute facilities which micht have gone into the building of the | 
new bases authorized or into the expansion of the existing plant. ‘Since 
211 funds for land secuicitior were a nart of the money e-prorristed far 
construction, it had been theught inedvisable to secure lerge areas for 
bembing and gmmrery rractice st the expense of needed construction. 
Finally, although the Air Corps had admittedly got the lion's chere of 
Aray congtruction funds in the late 1930's, the total arrropriations fer 
all Army construetion had been infinitesimal when comrcred to Air Corps 


needs. 
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AUGYENTATION CP AIR PACILITIS, 1939-1940 

The negr impasse in the construction and improvement of Air Corrs base 
fecilitics was brought te en end in the spring of 1939. 4s he had 
rromtsed eisht deys eerlicr, Presigent Roosevelt sent Conzress a message 
on 12 Jemary asking 2 $300,000,000 arproprietion “for the purchase of air 
planes for the ‘Avny.* The additional planes, he exrlained, would "conside 
erebly strengthen the defenses of the continental United States, Alaska, 
Hawaii, Fuerte Rico, and the Cans] Zone =" 

On 13 Jaruary General Arncld proresed that $62,000,000 of the appro= 
rriation should be srent on twe nev eontinental air *<ses, and one air 
tase each in Fuerte Rieo, Panama, and Alaska. This program, he urged, 
would rrovide the miclens of "a well-tcamet air defence whieh would be 
whelly lacing if the whole @30°,000,200 were devoted to the procurement . 
of dcsisumech™ He elso rointed ont that "airplanes alone, even of a 
superior wre, do not make an air core.” Om 18 Jarmary General Arnold 

asked the Chief of Staff te secure £20,000, 000 of HPA funds to build 
two new air derots. Frevision for these depots, needed te vayate and 
mairteain the new aviation equirment about to te authorized, hed not been 
included in the £62,000,000 saute aid he was umilling to use more 
than this ancunt of the 2307,000,000 for construction. The Air Corps 
thus here? to secure all of the base installatio s which had been 
eutherized by the Wileox Act, plus additioral air bares in Fuerto Rico 


RESTRICTED 


Serta ORMEHON 


8-,oe11 RESTRICTED | 


SECURITY INFORMATION 
5 
and Fenama. Ali of these facilities were urgently needed for hen! spheric 


- defense. 


Ricans pia heasneney heacine ans Galeton: Con-ress fclloved the gener- 
al reecmenigtions of Fresident Roosevelt, On 3 Arril 1939 the Air Corpe 
was authorized the 300,000,000 with which it was te rrocure and maintein 
e strength of 6,006 eer tg By the approrriations act of 1 Iniy 
Congress alloved scant outlay of $44,562,5°C plus e co tract authorize~ 
tion of $21,337,500 for the Air Corps sete Despite General 
arnold's efforts to secure fimés for the two air derots from the NPA, 
these costs at the Inst mement had heen figured into the overall requiree 
mentexthus meing the grand total for construction 286,200,700 instead 
of the anount recenmended b the Air nae On 21 July the Secretary of 
ker amounced the allotment of £62,800,00C rlus $3,961,000 of FA funds 
for Air Corrs peaatea 

General Arnold, long impressed with insufficient funds and realizing 
that the needs cf the Air Corps still exceeded ite means, scught to insure 
& maximum utilization of al] new facilities. To thi: end he esutioned all 
station commanders ‘not to attenpt to bring rreseure on the Wer Derartment 
through civilian channels for rarticular rrojects of thterest to then. 
In all construetion it vas emphasized thet simplicity vould be the keynote. 
Station commanders were also enjoined that funis could be made avaliable 
for “only the most urcently necded essentie? items.” Under General 
Arnold's directions the ecnstruction estimetes were set up so thet no 
Gefinite smounts were committed to specific projects, so as to permit 
savings on one project to be aprlied tc Wes Petwantek constructicn 

RESTRICTED 


SECURITY INFORMATION 


AHS.£9, cep. TE : RE ESTR ICTED © “a 


SECURITY INF CRMATION 
was to be provided fer all technical bu Ddingss; TROORe, ether than those 


in Alaske and Panama, were to be housed tn temporary mobil tzationtype 
strustures. General Arnold estimated that pernanent construction for all 
of the new stations would have cost about $122,000,000 and he was certain 
that nothing had ‘been Jeft in his program for construction "but the mere — 
flesh and bone." He defended the use of temporary housing by stating 
that there was neither the time nor the money for construction of permanent 
buildings at all of the new stations and by pointing out that such World 
‘Wer I temporary construction was still in ieee” 

The shaves for effecting construction were clogced in 1939; most 
of the authorities and responsibilities were vested in the War Department 
General Staff. Ordinartly the using service indicated 4ts general nesda 
sina if new stations were to be bulit, requested the appointment ef War: 
Department site beards to recomend sites for the new installations, ‘The 
Assistant Chief of Staff, Gqj, initiated the necessary papers, and, after 
approval by the Chief of Staff, the boards (with membership representing 
all interested agenctes) were ‘formally appointed ty The Adjutant General. 
They ade their investigations and reported to The Adjutant General who 
in turn eent their reports to the G-3 and Get, Divielons of the General Staff 
and to the chief? of the using agency for coment, These individuals having 
commented, the board proceedings were transzitted to the Secretary of War 
for final approval. After his approval of the site the using agenay next rex 
quested the initiation of construction, and the Go Division, acting for the 
Chief of Staff, directed the Quartermaster Generel to acquire the necessary 
' ¥eal‘estate and to prepare layout plans in coordination with the wishes of the 
using agency. Following the approval of the layout plans, construction 
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airectives were prerared by the Ged Divisier, aprreved hy the Chief of . 
Steff, and treued te the Quartermaster General whose construction Guertere 
mestere on the locel rreject supsrvised the actuel work at the sites 

Since the two new continental bases were actually te be used by the 
GEO fir Foree, there wes some doubt whether this agency or the OCAC 
shovld assume the initiative for their ecnstrveticn. (mn 1 Merch 19390, 
hovever, the Chief of the Air Corrs wes designeied the immedicte commander 
between the Oho Air Force and the ver Per. ee as eri the COAC eseumed 
the initietive in the matter. Om 1¢ Ari] 1930 General Ammold informed 
the SHC Air Force thet the futidines ond Grounds Section, CCAC, would 
review all lsyout riens for new construction. The GHQ Air Force, however, 
war te subrit requests for siditional fnecilities needed at its hases to 
the Chtef ef the Air Cate, The GQ Air Force woul alse be allowed te 
comrent on the site lecstions of ‘the new Gee 

Tinming fer the lecetion of the new cenbat bases had eetunliy begun 
fer in advence of the actual approrrietione for their constructim. In 
1936 the fir Corrs Beerd hed recommenced that these combat bases be located 


unfemilier territory to fird them, In 1936 General érnold hed desired that | 
this rroresal be folloved in erieidiac? At Arnold's request, the War 
Department hed established a site beard in Octcher 1932 to select a 
tertetive site for the rertheast air bare. This board, composed of 
officers from the “ar Derertment Geccral Staff and ocac, © had been 


directed in Jarwary 1939 to exiend its search to locate sites for the 
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southeast air base and air derot. By Arril 1939 this board hed comrleted 
ite work end had mde ite ey cs none oF the sites reeemended by the 
board for the northeast air 1ese were found satisfactory, but there was 
quick asreenent on the locations for the southerst air base «md derct. 
General arnold accordingly reecmmended that the sites for the latter two 
installations be arrvrcved and the site for the rorthezct air base be made 
the subject of xcre ee per es im 13 July the Seeretary of Var 
accordingly anncumeed thet the southeast air base would he located six 
ulles southvest of Tempa, Flas, on a renineula which jutted out inte 
Tempe ae This site was selected because it wae far enough south to 
rermit its airoraft te operate in the Caribbear and still to be shielded 
‘hy the meiniend of Florida arzsinst ressible earrler=berne attacks.” The. 
location of the northeast air base near Chiccree Falls, Maes., a decision 
mate difficult by the denge rorulsation ef the ATER, was not ennounced 
‘until 15 Sertember 1939." 

Following the desicnation cf sites the Cffice of the Guartermaster 
Seneral mace detailed surveys and drew ur plans for ecnstruction. After 
avrrovel by the Office of the Chief of Air Sorrs the specifications were 
sent to lees} CHC officers who weve selected to surervice the actual work. 
Sinee cleerence of a maze of tax claims at Tarra recvired condemnetion 
Frecedure and “Fé funds were used to ray for clearing the land, construce 
tion did net teeta until early im 1940 on the base which was to be known 
as MacEill Meld. At the northesst air tase, pevacousnely: nemed. este 


over Field, cordemnation and evscuetion proceedings were also necessary 
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end construction could net begin wntil February ree. General Arnold 
aceurstely predicted that the twe air bases would not be fully operation- 
21 fer at least tye a MaeDil] was ready to receive its sir ' ase 
greur in Hsreh end April 1940,” tut “esctever vas not sufficiently come 
pleted to receive a similar complement until later that year. -Becense 
there ves no heat in the maintenmmce tuildines, the heavy besbardment 
group schedul-d for ¥estover wea not ordered there until Mey rae a 
order to rrovide lending facilities for the heavy bombardment group 
which was transferred tc MacDill in May 1940, the Air Corre had to secure 
the use of the landing field at nearby Prev Field and crerate there 
until the runvays at MecIill were completed in February 19L1." 

Site selection for the devots at Ogden and in the scutheast had 
alse teen sccomrlished urior tc the spreoreintions for the derots. The 
site for the Ceden fir Derot had been Inspected during the period of 
optimism following the tassaze of the Wileox Act, end a site for the 
future derot had ben loczted adjacent to the Cgden Ordnance Derot, a 
site which the frmy considered suitable te au-riy sny place on the 
Paecifie const and yet be far eneugh distant te protest 1% fram eneny 
ates The site fer the seutheast air derot vas seleeted by the 
seme board vhich investigated sites for the northeast and southesst alr 
bases. After insreeting Few Grleans, la., Fanama City, Fla., and Tempe, 
Fla., Mobile, Ala., was chosen because it was thought that a derot there 
would augment the logistic facilities of Fanama ‘end surrort a task foree 
in the South Atlentie. ‘The War Derartment anncunced its arprovel of 
the Mobile site on 13 Pag Ppestrection activity — 
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28 initiated by the Quartermaster Carpe, ani work vas begun at Ggden in 

Jamary 1946; although both the air desot and the adjoining Hill Fielé 

were ready for limited operations during 1940, they were not completed 

until late 1941.” At Mobile the government began and procurement in 

Jamary 1940, tut problems of drainege and clearing delayed construction 

until dunes the Nobile air depot and its Hreekley Field vere consequent= 

ly not ready fer faoll=seale eperations until January 1942. 

The aogmentation Seeiieal included no aprropristions for new flying 
training Melds, but the Chief of Air Corps was permitted te enroll 
flying cadets in civil schecls for elementary flight training. Ground 
work for this training had been laid prior to the passage of the enabling 
legislation: in Rovember 193 the Chief of Air Corre had direeted the 
My Corps Training Genter to establish a board for the inspection of the 
11 civil flying sehecls whieh had indicated that they were interested in 
receiving goverment contracts. On 6 June 1939 the War Departaent ape 
proved a request for autherity to organize nine edyil schoel detach- 
eeetas” The government incurred ne expense snd no responsibility for the 
erection of facilities at these civilien contrast schools. Training 
started st all of then shortly after 1 July 3939." 

The appropriation of 1 July 1939 aid carry funde for the exyansien 
of techricsl training facilities at Chamte and levry. In addition to 
these exranded facilities, the Air Corps Technics] School secured the use 
of Seott Pleld on 1 June 1939 for housing a basic trainings center, an 
arrangement which vas suppesed to hold good until such tire as the 
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headquarters of the GHG Air Foree moved to Sect.” ‘The Air Corps 
Technical Scheel vas alec permitted te ucke eontraste with civil schools at 
Chicago, Tll., Glendale, Calif., Boston, Mess., Rewark, K. J., East St. 
Louis, Ill., Garden City, F. Y., and Tulsa, Okla, for training aviation 
seceeeiges 

Effarts to secure borbing and gumnery rmeges during the 1939 sugmen- 
tation were only yertially euccessful. In July 1999 General Arnold 
requested that three ranzes should be aoquired for MeChord, Hamilton, and 
YaePill Fields, bet the Ver Department, pointing out thet Consress was 
holding hearings on whet would rrebably te the last deficiency appre] 
prietion for the year, directed the Air Cerpe to troach the matter during 
the new fisesl Pees In September 1939, hovever, the Air Corps again 


- recuested funds for the development of ranves near Valrerisc, Pla.) near 


Beise, Idaho, or Spokane, Wash.; and near Hemilten Pield. Funds were 
aprrorriated for the acquisition of ranges near MeChord and Heailton in 
February 1940 and in Jume Concress gave the Choctawhatchee Rational 
Forest aren to the ceo Two boards, coraistine ef representatives 
frem the Wer Sepertment General Staff, the CCAC, the GNC, end the GHC 
Air Foree, vere appointed to seek possible sites in the eastern and 
vestern sections of the United States.*” The acquisition of the Choe~ 
tavhatchee National Forest pre-empted the function of the board for the 
sarvey of the eastern United States,” but by April 1940 the western site 
board had located sites near Arlington, Ore., Seeramento, Calif., | 
¥endover, Uteh, and Toneysh, Fev. Almost immediate porsession was 
secured of the tract of waste lend near old Mether Pield, Calif., bret 
the negotieticns for the other ranges on 80 long thet they may 
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wore properly be considered €> Have-heen a pert of the 1940-1941 expan- 
sion of Air Corrs tnetlities.” 

During 1939 the CCAC worked closely vith the CAA and the WEA to 
develer the eivil airrorte of. the nation te a roint miiteble. for military 
exploitation. Under the Civil Aeronautics Act ef 1938 the CAA had been | 
cherged vith the collestian of deta and the formulation of policy for a 
‘aysten of public airfields which vould be of value to commerce and to 
the national defense of the United dae Late in sugust 1999 the Yar 
Depsrtment directed the Chief of Air Gorps te submit a list of civil 
sirrerte vhich should te improved, indicating also the desired priority 
ant extent of improvesent. With war beginning in Europe early in 
Sertesiber, the Air Corps almost mediately rerlied that it desired all 
of the civil efrrorts lying within 100 miles of the Atlentic cosst from 
Maine to Mobile, Ala., to be built up. As a second priority it wished 
all of the lsrger sirfielde of the remainder of the country developed to 

a reint suitable for nilitery oe Cn 1, September the OGAC designated 
nilitary rrierities on the CAL tentative prefect list with the undére 
standing thet the desienstion was subject to stances at general 
cenferences between rerresentatives of the CAA, the ZPA, and the CCAC 

were held leter in Sevtenter, 1t developed that by law "FA funds eculd 
be used for develerment of airfields only in proportion te the relief 
neede of the variaus states oa each loesl acency, moreover, which desired 
to seoure such a grant had te contritute ». sronecrship share of funce. 
The EPA nevertheless ezgfeed to take cognizance of Air Corra requests for 
high rriority develorment of airdremes aleng the Atlantic eorst. and to 
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possible, The CAA agreed to sclicit sronsera for projects of silitary 
necessity, and the Air Cerps indiested that it would furnish the tvo 
GOs Ea SR at aha Lit Se meee te Wile sere ot memes see 
national defense.” 

fo deterzine the airfields necessary for VFA develoyment, General 
Avnold secured the formation of a comaittese rerresenting the Wer Plans 
Division, the Ravy, and the OCAC. This ccmittee reported that enough aire 
ports should be developed in the northeast to accommodete the entire 
striking force of the Air Corps. in the southeast it believed that a 
lesser force would be reouired tut that several airrorts would be nesded 
for movement of aircraft to the Caribbean, to Panama, and to South 
Aueriesn. In the northvest it nemed airrorts needed both fer lecal dew 
fence and for staging units to Alaska. Only ene airrort--thet st Brownpe 
ville, Tex., which was thought te be nessun fae ferrying vie the 
Jutned notte te Pasmmlewcoke “epeditica: ted uenlocment It reccmmended 
that 5,000-foot runways would be required at ali the airdromes: recon 
mended for develeysent by the CAA and the WPA?” The reviced list was 
tranemitted te the War Derartment on 11 December 1939, and after the 
WPA had added other airfields in Alaska, Puerte Rico, end Haiti, the 
final revision was sent to the CAA on 4 January 1940 by the Secretary of 
ca The WPA, in ite turn, directed each of its local administrators 
concerned to sooper.te with the CAA tn estting up airports for develop= 
ment with “PA funds on the mest advantageous coniitions, 

The 1939 sugnentation construction program wes to be the lest of the 
peace-tima type expansions, Its base facility requires nts hed been long 
planned, Its construction costs closely figured, ani its execution closely 
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monitored, There had been fev, if any, mistekes, tut the time consumed — 


22 


in such perfectionistie efforts meant thet no repetition on similar 
scale would be rossible én the wore rapid expansions of the Air Corps 
which were to follow. The achievements of the program had been notables 
the strategic hases needed for a minium of strategic defense had teen 
Founded out, and a working cooperation had been established between the 
Air Corps and the CAA and WPA, | 
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EXPARSICK OF FACILITISS FOR HEMISFRERIC DEFENSE, 1940-1941 

By April 1940 the augmentation program, conceived prior to the bee 
ginning of World War Il, had brought the Air Corpe to personnel strength 
pendined: to dane tea BS aaah Sree Contimed Fasi successes, howe 
ever, made it evident thet 25 groups eculd not defend the hemisphere. 
In Jane 1940 the Air Corps was accordingly direeted te expand to a 
strength of 54 combat groups, and in March 194] it was further dirested 
te expand to && caubat groups. The Chief of the Air Corps, with incress= 
ing responsibility, had to sawn new facilities tc provide for the 
increased training, maintenance, end dispersal requirezents of the two 
Tfograms, as well as for the combat groups, In a third and less exten- 
sive, program, the Var Departaent General Steff initially assumed most of © 
the resronsibility for trilding up the observation units needed for 
cooperation with its expanding ground forces. The Chief of the Air 
Corps at first shared only partially in the develorment of facilities: 
fer these units, bet in July 1941 the newly created Aray Air Forces ine 
herited active direction of the whole rather confused matter. These 
three rhases of effort were designated, whether rightly so or not, as 
henfapheric defense programs. . 


1. The 4h Combet Group Program. 
The easy succeeses of the German armies in the Netherl.nds ani Franes 
an May and June 1940 gave avple indication of the strength of the iris 
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air arm. An Axis vietory in Europe, which, despite Anerican navel 
supremacy, might permit a German-Italian vubetintioa imte South America 
with a strength of some 1,000 tacties!] aircraft, scemed fonnibias Toe 
meet this threst, Congress 13 June 1940 voted funds to complete the Air 
Corps construction authorized in 1939, to expand the enlisted strength 
ef the Air Corps to 55,000, te increase the authorized aircraft strength 
of the Army, and to reise the rate of ritet training to 7,000 per years 
In a surplemental arpropri-tior, spurred te quick aprroval on 26 June 
by the collapse of France, Conzress voted funds and authority to increase 
the Air Corps en! sted strength te arrreximately 94,443 wai 

Aeting on the authority given in the supplemental appropriations, the 
Wer Department on 29 June directed the Air Corve to organize its tactical 
strength em the bagis of 3,873 combat aircraft, 2,131 ecorbat aircraft 
in reserve, snd 6,831 training eirereft. This program it designated as 
the Arny's first aviation objective. The form of orgenteation set ur ly 
the Air Corre required 5i, combat groups, six transrert grovps, and 4,006 
tactical sircraft assigned to units. Funis and persomel allotments, 
however, permitted the inmediete organization of only Al combat groups, 
and it was not until € October 194] that the Air Corps secured the appro= 
yriations needed to finanee the difference between the errr oved 41 combat 
groups snd the projected 54 group organization.” Astually both of these 
expansions (with the excertion of their rilet training programs) vere 
undertaken simultanecusly under the designation of the S4evroup programe 
Unier the tvo rrograms there were related expansions of flying training, 
technical training, end derot maintenance facilities. New bases and 
other instellationg had tc be secured for cach of these cugmentationa as 


well as fer the encommeiation of the groups. 
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The most immediate task for the projected combat expansions wes to 
inerease the pilot tr ining rate, planing for which entedated formal 
legislative approval. At the Unite Fouse on LU. May 1940, General Arnold 
Tropesed to raise the rate of plict training from the current 4,500 to 
7,COO ver year and to one the pllct eliminees for navigation and 
bombardment tenia,” Having secured tentative arrroval of this idea, 
he forwa ded a formal rian for the eaceamrlishe nt of these objectives te 
the Chief of Staff on 24 May. Thies plan, azong other features, proposed 
that the existing Air Corps Training Center be exranded into three centera-<- 
the Southeast, the Gulf Goest, and the West Coast Air Corps Training 
Centers, ‘The Gulf Coast Training Center was to control Randolph, Kelly, 
Brooks, & new advanced school to be located in south-central Taxes, and 
a new specialized school to be lecated near Houston, Tex. The Southeast » 
Training Center was to be assigned Maxwell, Berksdsle, a new advanced 
school near Maxwell, and a specialised sehool to be loceted at Eglin 
Meld. The vest Coast Training Center vas to take over Moffett and to 
epen a nev advanced school in the San Jeaquin Valley of California. Each 
of the civil contrast schools u,s te open a new civil school. ‘The War 
Department srrroved this reccemendation on 6 a and fonds to house 
the increased number of flying cadets, to build the new training fields, 
and to secure additional training atverett wane acpepiwlated on 03 Suan.” 

During May 1940 the COAG requested each of its nine civil ecntraet 
schools to make plans to open rine additional schools on the Facific 
coact. The Afr Corps Training Center acrointed a boerd of officers te | 
inepect the sites for the nev schools recomenied by the civil schools, 


"RESTRICTED 


SECURITY INFOR IMATION 


“RESTRICTED, 


| ai SECURITY INFORMATION 


a 
and on 19 Jue the COAC amnounced that lecetions had been errroved. 


Training of navigators was inaugurated on 10 Aug st at a civil sebcol 
iepevehed ty Pan American Airways at Coral Gables, rise 

Aeting on Wear Department orders, the Air Corrs Training Genter forned 
a site board to select sites for the military flying schools. After 
having received telegraphic recomendations from the future ecxmenders 
of the “est Coast and the Southeast Training Centers, the board rather. 
rerfunstorily preposed to locate a bombardier sehocl at the site of old 
Ellingter Field, near Houston, Texe3 a new basic school at the munictyel 
airrert, Montgomery, Alas; P new advanced school at the mmicipal aire 
port, Stockton, Calif.; and a new advanced school near San Angelo, Texe 
A site for a specialized pursuit school nesr Selme, Ala., wes selected 
and arrroved later in Seem! . 

With these preliminaries out of the way, the redistribution of the 
existing facilitice vas undertaken. (n # Jaly the three new training 
centers were established.” Maxwell, Hoffett, and Barksdale vere turned 
over to the centers on 15 August, 10 September, and 15 October respes= 
tively. Eglin Field, expanded to inelude the whole Choctawhatchee 
forest area, was designated as a separate post and ‘x the site ef a 
gammnery school on 17 Inguete Cn the same day the other new schoole at 
Sen Angelo, Ellington, Montgomery, and Steekton vere formally constituted 
by the Wer Oe 

Construction at the new installations wes slower than had been an~ 
ticipated. Complicated lease negotiations at the Montgomery mmicipal — 
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airport delayed coverment entry until Anguet 1940, bet by Rovember the 
new staticn~-cqal led Gunter Flelde-wes ready for training. In a change 
from the Pirst rians, Gunt«r wer develowed as the basic treining sehcol 
fer the Southeast Trafring Center. Tessession wes taker: of the lease- | 
held at the Stockton municipal afrrort in July, ma treining began late 
in Tecenbher 1040." On 18 duly, 640 acres of land were leased near San 
Angels, constructicn becan in Anenat, and the new Geodfellew Meld vas 
ready for the begirning cf basic flying training in February 1922.2? 
A leace was negotiated nt the cite of Creig Field, Selma, Ala., in July, 
clearing and conetruction bezan in Aveust, end fliyin~ training began 
there on terrorery runways in Mey wa. Construction of the new instal 
letion et Ellingtor Pleld net the zost diffleulties: the construction 
which began in August 1940 wae so ietstied by rain and drainage rreblems 
that the field was not ready for flying training until October rn.” 
Grigineliy 1t hed been planned that ecnstrnetion be limited te construe=. 
tion of cantonments and develorment of a turfed lending Meld et these 
stations, tt local soll conditions scom made it evident that seme sort 
of landing surfeee vould he ieee Congrese erpropriated funce 
for prepared lending surfaces at these fields on 17 March 19/1.” 

The tactical exvansions else nece-siteted an Increnced training rate 
for Air Corps techniciens. The Llegroup program required ar inereace in 
enlisted strength from sbout 43,000 men to over 94,000, and the Skeeroup 
Program reqvired more than 136,000 enlisted a Accordingly, the ocac 
directed its Technical School on 7 June 1940 to Prepare to train an pddie 
tional 21,100 technicians (making a total ef about 31,600 men to be 7 
trained) prior te 31 December 1941. It hoped to accemplish most of the 
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sdded training by using civil contract schools, and {% proposed te train 
all sdninistrative clerks in elvil schools. Befare such planning eould 
be effectusted, the Air Corps encountered the needs of the Siecombat group 
program, and on 1] July the OCAC directed the Technical Shoo] to prepare 
to train about $2,000 technicians in the same period of time. This 
directive contemplated use ef Scott Field for technical training,“ 
am the establishment of two new Army technical schools at new installee 
tions.” Colenel G. G. Brant, Commandant of the Technical School, re= 
plied with the proposal that this training could best be accomplished 
by a uaxtmum exploftetion of the existing training plant end by a system 
of arrrentice training in individual combat units. The Technical Sshool, 
it was expleined, had nefther the personnel ner the equipment necessary 
to found new branch schools, and it vas not believed that eivil schools 
oid train a large momber of students. This apprentice plan was ree 
jected by the OCAC beeause it required too much time for acsmupitaieent. * 
The actual accomri{shment of the training objectives represented a 
compromise of viewpoints. The Air Corps secured $6,000,000 from Congress 
for two new technical schools on 8 Getober 1940, tut they vere not to be 
built during the Shegroup nT ie Instrustional shifts were put inte 
effect at the existing teehniesl schoola. Sectt Field was established _ 
ae the permanent station of the Rado Operators and Mechanies Course in 
September a0. The War Department offered Jefferson Barracks, Ste 
Louis, Ho., to the Air Corps for use as a replacement and besic training 
eenter, and on 30 July the rost wae turned over to the Air Corps.” By 
October 1940 Jefferson Barracks v,s in use, end in February 1941 it was 
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formally designated as an “Air Corps Replacement Center (Technician). 
In order te clear Lowry Field for armament and rhotegrarhy training, the 
Technics] Sehoel requested the CAC to seeure nearby Fort Loren, & ground 
forces rost which wes being evacuated, as 8 site for clerical treining.”? 
In Nevember 1940 the Ker Derertment made this assignment, and on 1 Mereh 
1942 the clerics] derartment was Roved te Fort Teenie” The technical 
training expansion alco mace use of civil mecheniecs sthools in addition 
te these which hed been given contracts in 10%." 

The effectuation of plana for Shmcombet groupe also necessitated 
another urverd revision of rilot training, and: in august 1940 formal 
plenning vas begun to train 12,000 rllete ammalty. The OCAC sought to 
secure 2 yert of this increase by a concentration of training inte shorter 
courses, tut seme physical expansion was made ineviteble ty the very size 
of the Receeet se _Aeeordingly, the Air Corps asked for eight new 
flying training Melds, two new gumery training fields, and five new 
eedet recertion centers. Funts for this econstructior, amounting to & 
$19,082,500, were aprromriated on 24 September 1940.” late in September 
the CCAC @ireeted each of its three training centera to make reconmenda~ 
tions for locations of their share of the new instelletions. Certain 
sites vere suggested for investigation, ~ut the responsibility for pre~_ 
liminary reecamendation wes trleeed on each centers 

The Gulf Const Training Genter wes directed to recommend sites for a 
new observers! school, a nev basic sehool, en advanced twin-engine school, 
two advenced single-engine schocls, end two gunnery schools, one of whieh, 
ree Cee JOLC elasses bad entered such civil schools at Oakland, 
Calif., Inglewood, Calif., Dallas, Tex., Hew Orleans, la., Rabe, 


Limoln, 
Kansse ee? Moe, and rhaagmane sane Pa. Another sehool at Jackson Heights, 
Lela, Reo, was pana im “ape i 1941. (Btet. of Army Air Corps Teehnieal. 
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to be in the Vietorie-Matagorda area of Sets mecmaebe Ge urgent 
‘need for a school to train observers, the OCAC prier to receipt of formal 
recommendations directed th-t the new cbservation school would be leeated 
et Brocks Field.” After three sets of recormendations had been sub= 
ritted, the OCAC finally allocated only one advanced flying school—for 
which it favored the site at Victoria, Texemato the Guile Coast Training 
beniege The “est Coast Training Genter v.s atrected to make reccmmene 
dations for the location of a new basic school, two new advanced flying 
schools, and one gunnery ee a The beard set un by the center to 
locete these sites investizated and discarded seme 34 sites, and on 1 
Ostoher it recomended Bakersfield, Calif., for the new baste schools old 
¥ather Field, Sacramento, Calif., for the »dvanced twin-engine school; 
Phoenix, Arta., for the advanced twin-engine school; and Las Vegas, Heve, 
for the new gunnery schocl. 7” tm December the CCAC directed the center 
to recormend a site for an additionel basie school, anc the training 
center board offered a site at Taft, celit.” Between 2& September and 
18 Cotober e Southerst Training Center site beard inspected 24 possible 
sites within its erea. Its final recouzendations vere that a flexible — 
gunnery school shovld be located at Farama City, Fla., a basic school 
at Macon, Gas, and advanced schools at Albany, Ga., and at Dothan, ne 
To make the final and official recomendations of the sites, the GCAC 
secured the aprointmert of « Wer Department board early in Deoenber 
1940. late in Jamary 194] tis beard, vhich consisted of representa= 
tives of the Buildings and Grounds Division, (CAG, the Training and ’ 
Operations Division, (CAC, and the Corps of eelaseac” approved the = 
sites which had been offered by the eye om. 7 March the cca 
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reverted thet these sites had been ertroved by the War Derartuent and thet 
they would be developed? 

In exrending the training fields in areas close to the Faeific const, 
the OCAC encountered the orposition ef Lt. Gen. D.C, Femons, Commanding 
General of the GEC Air Force, Generel Emmons protested on 20 March 1941 
thet training flelds whieh eowld not be evacuated in time of war without 
serious disruption of training should be located only in the interior of the 
country. The Plane Divieion, OCAC, agreed in trinciple with General Emaons 
bat was umvilling to deny the tr,ining activities the mild climate ef the 
Southe,st, Quif coast, and Paeifie coast. In an erergeney it held that 
training activities eould be diverted te these of the three areas not under 
attack; it thought it improbable thet there would be a threst to more than 
one of the sea frontiers at the sane ting | 


Expedition of the 12,C0Cepllet program required the new flying schools 


to be operational by June 1942 end the gunnery schools by July 194142 All 


prohibitions on rumays and landing mats were relaxed, and Congress eppres 
rriated funds for such factlities at the new fields on 17 Yereh./” r 


“Iraining began carly in June 1941 at Cochran Field, Mecon, Gass luke 
Field, Phoenix, Arise; Yather Field, Sacramento, Calif.; Minter Pield, Bakerse 
field, Calif.; end Gardner Field, Taft, Calif., Turner Field, Albany, Gass 
was nok ready for training until August 1941. (Hist. of the AAF Pilet Sehool 
Liasig/, Cochren Fla, Activation te 7 Dec. 1941, v.1, p. 11, in AFSEO 282 
Ve 15 Hist. of luke Fld, Activation to @ Dee 41, vel, pe 18, in AFSHO 285.791, 
Wel; Hist. of Mather pee Jan 39 to 7 Dee 41, p. 7, in AFSEC 286.2401; in 
The AF Pilot School te) Mirher Yd, 30 Age'kl’ to Doe eee yo a apago 
286. L601 3HE at, ¥est Coast ACTC, & Jul 49 to 7 Dee 41, Vel, Perlbs Hist. Turner 
Fld, 15 May 43 te 7 Dec 41, vel, Secteds pps in253 Hict. Foster Fld, 12 et £0 
to 1 Mer. 44, v.1, p. 51 in APSEO 283.211, vels Hist. AaF Flexible 
School, las Vecas, 1 Jan 39 te 7 Dee 41, wal, Passing in AFSEO 261.6401, vely 
dbig.,© Dee 42 to 1 Jan 43, Wel, pel, in ATSRCG 285,ShaZy vel; Hist. ASF Flewtbbe 

Seh, Tyndajl Fid, 1 Jan 99 to 7 Dec, 41, Vel, DessimsHist, aaF EPG, 
1 Jan 39 te 7 Dee 41, wel, pre 200=203, 2220223.) Inclement weather delayed 
the construction at Fest:r Field, Victoria, Texze, and training.did not begin 
bewip until lete in nag ieee 1942. Difficulties in securing the use of 
gumery ranves at eges, Nev., and Tyndall Field, Flacy delayed the 
deginning of flexible gume IA FR BES bea qns until December . 
1941 and Merck 1o42 Yospectiveltyy/\) » 244 
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As yart of the expanded pilet training rrocram, the OCAS decided to use 
three enlarged cadet recertion centers insteed of the five centers for 
whieh funde had been arpropriated on 24 September 1940"? On 7 December it 
direeted each training center to sulmit recommendations for the Jee,tion 
of one c.det recertion canter. Maxwell, Moffett, and Kelly Nelds were 
recommended, ani designations of centers et those fields were approved by 
the Yer Derartment on 21 Fehruery 1941. These reception centers actually 
opened at Maxwell in Sertember 1941, at Zelly in Noverber 1941, and at 
Senta Ana, Caltf. (instead of Moffett) im February 1942.°° 

Additional civil contract schools were also needed to train 12,000 
‘pilots a year, The 7,000=pllot program had dealt with no new civil contrgo= 
ters, wt the nine existine contractors could not manage another siniler 
exransion. In Sune 1940, therefore, all 36 of the eryroved civil flying 
sehools of the conntry vere sent a letter outlining the specifications 
for such government training, and om 27 June the Chief of the Afr Corps 
directed the Air Corps Training Center to prepare a priority list of the 
interested eivil flying schools. On !3 November 1940 the OCAC directed 
the Gulf Coast Training Center, which (being a redesignation of the old 
Ar Corrs Training Center) hed succeeded to the direction of the civil eon 
tract yrogram, to select 11 new sontract schools from the priority list. 
Six of the 21 new schocls finslly arrroved br the Wer Departuent vere 
loerted in the Gulf Const Traininz Center areas five of these were re~ 
quired to move to sites vhich were lese heserdcus for trainings” Cone 
tract schools in the Weet Ccest Training Center erea vere ayrroved at 


gpa 
Cnly the school st Uklahome City, rama pens red in its original 
locations the other schools were roved from Daliec, Tex., to Erady, Texe; 


fron Robertson, } ia or 3 Stonkeed he eet 
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King City, Calf?., Talere, Calif., and Glendale, Ariz. These and the 


other contract schools in the area vere transferred to the jurisdiction of 
the West Coast Training Center on 15 February 19/1. New eivil schools 
in the Southeast Training Center area vere approved at Camden, 5. Coy 
Arcadia, Fla., dmerious, Ga., and Tuskegee, Ala, ‘The first three of these 
schools vere epersticnal im March 1941, tut Toskegee, established for 


- “Kegro aviation training, did not open until August 1941. Together with - 


the other civil sehools in the area, they passed to the cortrel of the 


Southeast Training Center on 15 January 1941.4” 


According to the schedule the GHQ Air Force v.s to te more than 
doubled in sise. Tactical strength vas to increase from 25 to Si ecubat 
groupe, six new transport groups vere to be organized, the existing four 
combat winzs were to be increased to 17, and four nev air district (short~ 
ly to be redesignated as alr forces) headquarters were to be established, 
The need for rapid expansion meant thet there would be no tine to build 
new air bases on « permanent scale such as NeChord, YeeDii1, pf Westover. 
Instead, the War Depertzent armounced that existing fasilittes—nflitery, 
state, and munieipel—would be used to the nexium tn the expansion.** 

It directed thet a1 nev construction tneident to this an? other dnay ex 
pansions woujd be ef a temporary tyre rather then the permanent construction 
which had been used during the 1999 anguentat‘on program. ” 

Purmant te the policy of mextmm utilization of existing facilities 


the War Department offered Jefferson Barracks, St, louis, Ho., Port George 
Wright, Spokang Wash., Fort Douglas, Salt lake City, Uteh, and Fort 
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Lawton, Seattle, Wash., to the Air Corps on 12 July 1940, effective at 
such time as their garrisons could be moved, The (OAC indicated initially 
that 1% could use all of the posts except Fort lawton.” This poet was 
believed te be located too far from the municipal air-ort in Seattle to be 
suitable for the use of a tactical grasp. | 
The immediate task eenfronting the Air Corps vas to find stations fer 


_ the tactical groups whieh had to be noved from Moffett, Maxwell, and 


Berkedale in order that those stations could be used for flying treining. 
After several plans fer the evacostion of Maxvel! and Moffett bed been 
considered, it was finally decided to move the hegvy bombardment group | 
from Hen ilten Field te the municipal afrrort at Salt Ieke City, Utch, and 
te replace it with the two pursuit groupe and the observation squadron from 
Moffett. ‘The composite group vbich bad served as the test organtsation 

of the Air Corps Tactieal Sehool at Maxwell ves to be moved to Orlando, | 
Flas, and the Air Corps Taetion! Sehool wes to be temporarily inactivated. 


During July 1940 the Air Corps accardingly secured leases on the Salt lake 


City and Orlando municipal etrports.” Request wes made for the inmedigte 


transfer of Fort Douglas te the Air Corps in August, and on 20 Septenber 


this transfer wes formally aemmplished. On 20 August construction of 


an Army eantorment vas begun at the Salt Lake City airdrone lease, and 


eerly in Septenber the heavy bonbardment group from Renilton vas moved to 
quarters at Fort Deuglas. In Jmuary 194] a pert of the Air Corps troops 
won shifted to the nev cantoment at the airdrone lease, but the Air Corps 
continued to oceury Fert Douglas unt!) Decexber 19/4] vhen it was returned 


te the contre) of the IX Corps Area,” The eonposite group vas transferred 
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from Maxwell to the Crlende airdrane lease in September 1940, and during 


the same month the units from Moffett were moved to Hamilton. Early 
- fm October 1940 the Might bombardment units at Barksdale were noved to 
tent shelter at Savameh, Ga., pending the construction of a cantoment 
at the Hunter Meld leasshold. One light bombardment equedron was quar= 
tered in tents at Iavsen Field, Fert Benning, Ga., in order to train with 
the ground troops theres | 

Selection of sites for the new stations required under the Siegreup acti- 
wation urogram began on a planning basis in Jue 1920. The Flens Division, 
OCAC, drew ur a tentative list of stations for the new units and subaitted 
4t on 15 June.” The list wes pessed on to the War Department on 18 
dune, and, in order to make a detalied investigation of aftes, the Plens 
Division reecemended that a beard of officers consisting of represente~ 
tives from the OHO Air Foree, the Training and Operations Division, CCAC, 
and the Bulldinge and Grounds Division, OCAC, should be set oa ea 
July a revised list of sites had been drewn up te meet War Department 
wishes, with the understanding in the OCAC that the list was tentative 
in nature and designed merely to commit the General Steff to a general 
frogram of etieateea.” The CCAC, however, was act to be allowed the 
active contre! of the site selection procedure vhich 4 hea contemplated. 
‘The Assistant Chief of Staff, Geh, initiated the action looking toward 
the appointment of site beards on 12 July. Eis instructions to the three 
hoerte which were to determine sites in the Fast, the South, end the lest 
were exceedingly general: they vere to determine the availability of 
goverment~ or state-owned facilities, the locetion of these facilities 
with relation to population centers, fell data necessary for leasing 
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Purposes, technical feet! ities already: available, ubilities to he nade 


available, the evel lability cf building areas, the extent of financial or 
ether agsistance ebtainable from locel authorities, and, last on the list, 
the general suitability of the field fer an Air Corps ett The 
three boars, as they vere set up on 1é July, contained an officer desig- 
nated by the War Department General Staff, an officer from the GHQ Air 
Force, and an officer from the Office of the Quartermaster suas 
These boerds, as they vere set up by the Her Department, led to numere 
ous difficulties. All of them were headed ty officers who were not fren 
the Air Cerpas”> Colonel Willis H. Hale, the GHC Air Force representative 
on the board which hed surveyed the South, rerorted in 1941 thet such on 
officer had either te be “merely a puzzled and confused figure-head* or 
else he had to assume an active role which might lead te clashes of person= 
alities on the boerd. Colonel Hale thought that such boards hed made a 
“noor impreasion® on the elvil authorities with whieh they had consulted. 
In his opinion, it was just as intelligent to heve a Coast Artillery Corps 
officer in charge of an Air Corps beard as it would be to have an Air 
Corps officer in charge of the selection of sites fer remount depots. 
Colenel Hale alse rointed out that a lack of specific instructions had 
resulted in many findings that “so and so " would be satisfactory “if 
and vhen so and so” was seagate The lack of a direct represente= 
tive of the Chief of the Air Corps on the beards meant thet his office, 
in passing on the board reccemendations, had little data ether than that 
furnished in the often imperfect board reports. The CCAC generally 
observed the opinion of the GHQ Air Force member and based its findings 
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The slowness of the boards in rerorting to the War Department caused 
delay in locating the new stations. Brigadfer General R. CG. Mocre, Assist~ 
ent Chief of Staff, Gay, at length directed on & August that sone sort of 
an mnaver should be got from the beards hich hed not reported, end. on 
17 fugust « ocnference in the Flans Division, CCAC, attended by General 
Marchell, General Arnold, and General Mocre, made a final list of the new 
stations together with the designations of the units vhich vere to be. 
leeated at oa On the basis of thie list the Plans Division assigned — 
construction priorities on 16 September to the mmicipal airports.” Later, 
Baton Rouge, le., and Hertford, Conn. were added to the program, but 
@uring Decenber it was decided to move the Air Corpe project from Hartford 
to Windsor Lecks, Caine During the same month the GHC Air Fores found 
objections to the site of the airrort at Yakima, Wash., and the OCAC 


secured the movenent of the project fron Yakima to Pendleton, Ore., vhere 
flying conditions were less hazardous. 

7 Site board rerorts were passed to the OCAC as soon as they were 
received in the War Department, and after approval there they were sent 
back to the General Steff, After this approval the Guartermater Corps 
was directed to start negotiations for ee The standard lease forn, 
& form not easily adapted to Air Corps requirements, secured only that — 
part of the airfields necessery for erection of an deny cantorment, con= 
‘etned ee aeroment hut the Amy wold here the oe of the rumays and 
~ SSalt Take City, Uteh, Orlando, Fla., Tampa, Fla. (Drew Fiela), Talla- 
haseee, Fla., Savannah, Ga., Ieuisville, Wye West Palm Beach, kage) New 
Orleans, Ia., Tucson, hriz., Albuquerque, F. Mex., Portland, Ore «, Oklahoma 
City, Oxla., Bangor, Mes, Ft. Wayne, Ind., Jeekeon, Mies., Manchester, 


REL, bdo Miss., Everett, Wach., Yakitie, Wash., Spokane Wash. 
Fresno, Celif., Charlotte, B, C., xagusta, Gas, and Boise, Idaho Idaho . Z 


(Rak, Brig. Gen. B. K, Yount ef, BEG Diy; 
subj: Construction Priorities rehchaeouchok GaitelS 2 18 Sept 40, 
in APSHO 322.0824, OCAC Plans.) 
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landing field, and included such miscellanecus agreements as the site 
beards had been able to secure. Generally the Air Corps sought to lint 
civil use of the fields to scheduled airliners snd to other privately 
owned siroraft equipped with twoway redtes Severel of the first leases 
showed defects viich made renegotiation or amendment necessary. Early in 
Hovenber J940, for example, it was diseovered that few of the leases cone | 
tained provisions ageinst student flying. At Albuquerque the lease Tro~ 
hibited student flying only if the aireraft were net equipped with twoe 
way aes Seme of the leases did net provide enough room for building 
the fectiities needed by the Air Corrs. At Albuquerque the lease executed 
in Deoenber 1940 assigned the goverment only 18 scree out of the S98 
acres on the airfield.” The process of forverding leases through the 
Offices of the Quartermaster General cost mush valuable time, especially 
since many of the le-ses eo laboriously negotiated had to be revised after 
they vere inspected by the ocac. 

Since few of these mmniciyal airfields vere imediately suit, ble for 
the use of tecticel unite, the OCAC sought the assistance of the WPA and 
leter of the CAA in building them up to the proper operational standards. 
Understanding that the WPA intended to liberalize its regulations governing 
enplication of ites funds to military purveses, General krnola asked on 6 
June 1940 for assistance in tmroving a meiper of stations needed hoth for 
defense and for the 7,000-pllot progran.’? Gn 24 Jane the CCAC furnished 
the WPA e tentative list of stations which it expected to be selected for 
Gombet groups under the Si waiciabakepten wreecunc’” On the same day the 
Plans Division, CAC, designated a liaison officer to work on yrejects 
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fequiring WPA assistance. In the fell of 1940 the OCAC also supported - 
Jegislation which was designed te appropriate funds to the CAA for the | 
develorecnt of a national system of airdrencs.” In October 1940 the CA, 
with the blessings of the War Department, received $40,000,000 with which 
it was charged to construct, improve, end repair not more then 250 publis 
eirrorts to be designated by the Secretaries of the War and Revy - | 
nueieetas By Becerber a list of first priority efrdromea had besa 
discussed end aprreved in joint conferences between the Arny, Navy, and 
the CAA, and by Merch 1941 the last of these funds hed been allocated.” 
Te sesiplete pressing needs, Congress eprropriated another $94,977,750 
to thé CAA in June 1941 and reised the ceiling on the mmber of afrrorts 
to be improved te 399. On 25 August 1942 the CAA recetved an additional 
$5,500,000 to round out developmental vork already started. In the exe 
renditure of these funds the OCAC sought to develop airports in each of 
the strategic areas which were needed for defense, to improve the fields 
| needed for ferrying, to betld up the afrporte at vhich tectical units were 
to be located, ani to butld new fields to accomodate efvilian flying dis- 
placed from airports by military ner 

| Aeeording to the planning the only military funde which were to be 
necessgry in the develorment of the new tactical fields would be those 
funds needed to build the military housing and the limited technical 
facilities (one shop hangar per group) slioved. Such funds were eppropri- 
ated on 26 June for the 4l-group expension end on 8 October for the Sk~ 
group program. ‘Though General Marshall hed directed early in November 
thet the funds be released without delay, they were not made available 


wntil December rae ®? Once construction was sterted, additional expanses 


due to rising costs ¥D ERGOT DEAT PEI e, additional requires xte 
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not originally contempleted, and the necessity for government purchase of 

several ef the airfields (thus making them ineligible for CAA grants) made 

it necessary for the ar Department te request deficiency appropriations, 

These deNictt eppropriatios—-ineluding 617,485,000 te complete Air Corpse 

housing and additional suas for romveye at Fortland, Fverett, Hartford, 

West Palm Beach, Fort Wayne, Charlotte, and Fast Baton Ronge—were ap= 

| proved on 17 Mareh 1922. : . 

By the fall of 1920 it hed become aprarent that the Quartermaster 
Corps was overtexed ty the volume ef conatruction which wes being pleced 
upon it. To speed ur the legging Air Corps construction the Assistant 
Chief of Staff, Get, acc-ndingly asked that consideration be given to the 
transfer of Mr Cerps construction to the Corps of Engineers. Coleone? 

F. M, Kennedy, Chief, Buildings and Grounds Division, al, initially 
opresed the proresed transfer. “Although he admitted that the Air Corps 
construction preeram seemed to be two months behind echedule, he blamed 
uost of the deley upon the slowness in the selection of sites. Since the 
Guartermaster Corps had already uade a mmber of the project estirates 
for construction, he feared that to transfer the effort would further 
dliny ‘tia hss taceeen. Ganarad Marshal ais profeased to have had 
niagivings as to possible delays, t:t on 19 Rovember 100 he directed thet 
ali Air Corps construction should be Sreheterved 45 the Corps of Enginoers 
as quickly ap ressible. The trasfer of all but a few of the projects 
wiierway was eccanyl ished gradually, seeningly without causing any eon= 
siderable delay.°° 

Air Corps plans fer the oceupation of the new stetions indicated in 
January 1941 that Orlando, Salt Lake City, and Sevgnnah were needed 
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immediately; that Vest Felm Beagh wuld be needed tn February; that 
Cherlotte avd Tellshassee would be neaded in March; thet Now Orleans, . 
Jacksen, Meridian, Augusta, Baton Rouge, Srokane, Portland, Everett, Fresno, 
Ckxlahoma City, Tuesor, and Allmquerque would be needed for ceeupancsy in 
Aprils end thet Bangor, Manchester, Fendleton, and Boise would be needed 
in May.” Beeause of the delays in the initiation of construction General 
| Emmons hed predicted tm December 1940 that the construction program would — 
be a "serious bottleneck" unless it could be expedited "to the greatest 
‘possible dexrea."** | 

Though there were a number of delays in the anticipated detes of 
‘ceupetion of the new stations, the Air Corps activ-tion program was 
sufficiently flexible to prevent construction difficulties from becoming 
a “sericus bottleneck." On 1 Jammary 1941 the facilities at Orlande and 
Salt lake City were nearing completion and work wes underway at Albuquerque, 
Boise (Gowen Field), Charlotte (Morris Field), Tamre (Drev Field), Jecksen, 
Savannah (Bunter Field), New Crleans, Ckehene City (Will Rogers Field), 
Fertiend, Louisville (Bown Field), Tallahassee (Dale Mabry Field), 
Tusson (Davis-Monthan Field), and Vest Yelm Beach (Morrison Fiela).”? 
Hanter Field at Sevennah vas quickly brought to ccupletion: with construe 
tion expedited on a costplus a fixed-fee basis, its cantorment vas vir~ 
tually ecaplete in late Jarmary 1941, lees than 90 days after the origt~ 
nal ground had been broken.” The facilities at West Faln Beach vere 
accerted on 27 February,” end the cantoument at Bowen Field, louisville, 
was marked complete on 20 varch.”” By dame 194) most of th-se fields 
were operational, and construction difficulties vere sinor.’> Of the 
group of airperts only New Orleans offered a serious problen te the 
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expansion program. The New Orleans mmicfyal afrrort had been enthusias- 


tieally reeemmended by the site board as ea bese for a heavy bombardment 
group, an excelient canterment had been constructed, and a heavy bosberd= 
went group hed been transferred to the field with little difficulty. The 
runways on the mmicipal field, hovever, were only 3,400 feet long, ant 
the heavy group found it imrosstble to conduct effective opergtional train 
ing from the fleld. Despite these difficulties the group remained there 
until December 1941, and at thet time the field vas turned to other uses. 
Construetior eat the recain’ ng airfields in the oregram met with sone- 
vhet more difficulty. facng the less sericus problems were those encoun= 
tered at Paine Field, Fverett, W.sh., vhere corstruction was delayed wy 
_ labor strikes. By housing incoming treope in tents it vas still pessible 
to reeeive a rursuit group there in Jone”? Key Field, Meridian, Misa., 
was delayed from 30 te 45 days due to slowmess in aequisition of outlying 
areas not contemplated by the site board and by a shortage of skilled lsbor 
and eritical materials,” At Harding Mield, Eaton Rouge, lea, there were 
difficulties in removing high tension wires and in grading and drainage, 
both of which teske had been undertaken ty local authorities. The field 
vas not able to pecunes its pursuit group until Ceteber 1942." Fendleton, 
Gre, was ready te receive its medium bocbardment group in dime 1941, but 
in Mey 1942 a series of heavy bomber accidents ogused by a depression in 


the middle of the rummy led to a decision te abandon the field for such 


98 
flying. Daniel Field, Augusta, Ga., ws completed arrroxinataly on 


schedule and vas used during the Carolina maneuvers in the fal) of 1941. 


In 1942, however, it vas decided thet the field was too emell for tactical. 
| : 9 
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The municipal airrorts at Freano, Celif., and Ft. Wayne, Inds, proved 


te be unsuitable for Air Corps use and substitute fectlities had to be 
developed. The mmfectyal airrort at Fresno was too eremped for prozer 
training, so that the Air Corre had to secure the use of the new CAA aire 
port which was te be developed with CAA funds. Disgruntled lend owners 
in the vicinity, scue protesting thet the location of an Aray field near 
Freano “would be an invitation to invading plenes to benb and destroy” the 
city, held up construction at the nev site vith court orders, A lack of 
funis encountered in July further delayed construction, bot Hamer Field 
was ready to house ite teetical units in August 194]. These medium 
bombardment squadrons used the rummys et nearby Chandler Meld util 
Hammer vas ready for flying in Novenber 104. At Pe. Wayne, Ind., 
loeal pressure by civilian flyers and the deterioration of the runways 
‘at the muntcipal airrert led the Air Corps to reccommend that it be alloved 
to take over the new airfield being developed for the city by the CAA. 
This selution was eprreved by the War Department, end Heer Meld vas ready 
for eeeupancy in Cetober 2. _ At Windsor lode, Corm., the initiation 
of construction was delayed by the lete decision te move the airfield 
Froject from Hartford %o. the new CAA facility, but fsetifities at the new 
field were ready for a pursuit croup when it arrived in August. 
Difficulties with local authorities led te goverrment purchase of the 
mnietypal airfields at Spokane, Wash., and Bangor, Me. At Spokane the 
CCAC first plenned te leare Sunset Field (later named Geiger Field) whieh 
wan being developed with WPA and CAA funds. The loesl county comissionsrs, 
gied et first to receive an Army post, later showed interest in making 
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commercial eoncessiens for the use of the field. In August 1940, hovever, 
the county commissioners had offered the field te the United States by 
deed, and in Jenaery 19/1 General Arnold requested thet the field be so 
secured. A deed was executed en 15 Jamary 1941, end efter further improves _ 
ment it became operational in July 102.” In the original lease on 
Dow Field, Bangor, Me., the city had ezreed to maintain the rumays, tut 
by April 1941 it had teers reluctant to spend its money for maintaining _ 
a field used prineipslly tr wilitery eirereft. Several of the runvays, 
moreover, had been so relocated as to bear Little semblance to the origi 
nal field, The Air Corps aceerdingly mreposed tc amend the originel lease 
in erder to clear Bangor of its obligations, tut both the Quartermaster 
Corps and The Judge Advocate General considered that euch an snendnent 
would ineur new obligations for the goverrment contrary to its interests. 
The efty of Banger, on its pert, flatly refused to maintain the rURAys, 
and the loca) Air Corpe unite vere not able to use Army funie for the 
porrese. In April 1942 the AAP finelly resolved the cause for ocnfléet ty 
securing a quit~olain deed to the vhole field. Despite this lingering 
controversy, the base vas ready for the use ty tactice) units in Angust 
1042, % Although there was no leck of cooreration on the part of the 
loce! authorities, the Var Department secured the title to the 480 acre 
tract comprising Drev Field, Tampa, Fla., early in 1941. Drew Field, 
whieh continued to be used by the bemtardment grour from MacDi21 until 
February 1941, fmetioned as a sub-bese of MacDill until 15 Septenber 
ih wand Ga a cee 


The eequisition and develorment of these fields completed the require- 
ment of the Si-greup progres for tactical stations, tut instellations hed 
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also to be provided for the new air district, commend, and wing headquarters 
which were activated te contre] the tactical gr-urs. The hesdquarters of — 
the GHq Air Force-—shortly afterwards te he redesignated as the Air Force 
Combet Comand—ares moved from langley to Belling Field in early March 
1922. °° Air Corps policy dictated that each of the new wing headquarters 
should be located at ene of the tactical staticns, but the headquarters 
of the Fertheast, Southeast, Northwest, and Southvest Air Districte-—-redes- 
ignete- as air forees on 26 Marah lOjleowere larger and more inrertant 
organizations recuiring connie installations.” Botwithstanding the 
announced policy, the headquerters ef the Forthe,st Air District (First 
Air Fores) was located, surposedly as only a temporary measure, at Mitchel 
Field, The headquarters of the Southeast Air District (Third Air Foros) 
was established im the Rational Guard Armory at Tamm, Fla., and the 
headquarters ef the Southwest Air District (Fourth Air Force) was leeated 
in leased space at Riverside, cari, Because of the slow evacuation of 
Fort George Wright by its ground unite, the headquarters of the Horthwest 
Mr District (Second Air Force) wes activated in the National Guard 
Barracks at Felte Field, Spokane, Wash., and remained there until ft 
teck occupancy of Fort George Wright in March 1921.” Headquarters of 
the I Intercertor Command was located at Mitchel at its formation, 
headquarters of the TIT Intereerter Command was opened et Drew Meld, 
and headquarter of the IV Intereepter Commend ves located in leased space 
sh Rival, GIA tek lawton, Seattle, Wash., was transferred te 
the Air Gorpe in Mey 1941 for use of the headquarters of the II Intervepter 
Sone hogs 

Yee of the mmicipel etrrerts by both military end efvilian aircraft 
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led to mmerous operational hezerds and lowered nilitery training effici- 
eney. The Air Corpe had sought te limit cfvilien eperat‘ons st the leased 
airports te scheduled air linere and alreraft equirped with twowny redie. 
It had sought te secure the development of alternate alrrorts for eivil 


122 
tre’fie so displaced with CAA and WFA fonds. Desrfite these efforts - 
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there were alxost contimous rerorta of hazerdous conditicus, and General 
_ Emmons warned that "serious ecnditions" would result miless something was 
dene to remove unskilled efvilian pilots from the fields used by the Air 
Corpas Although the Air Corps hed authority in most of its leases to 
| prohibit unscheduled flying, it thought thet such blanket aetion would be 
wwise, It preferred to establish rules looking tovard an intelligent: 
regulation of civil Bvings After conferences with the CAA and WPA, 
however, the OC amcunced in February 1941 that thenesforth its tactical 
unite would be located on mmicipel girrorts only when they could be leased 
in their entirety together with an adjacent building area. It vas also 
desided that training fields and air derota should be goverment owned 
installations. > 

To bring order out of the inereasirgly chaotic system of air nevige~ 
tion an Interdepertasntal Afr Treffie Control Board was established by the 
Army, Nevy, end CAA, This board met first on 7 April 1941 and agreed to 
investigate flying difficulties at woe 10 localities throughout the 
country. Field hearings oscupied the board from S April te 17 April, and 
on 29 April it reocmenied thet a single feceral authority have the ane 
thority to make flying rules and to prevent the erection of hesards on the 


136 
nation's eirways. The CCAC inmediately armeunced that it would welecme 
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wach federe] control and urged the creation of a single authority te en- | 
force safety in flight.” The recemeniations of the board vere also ap- 
rowed by the War Department, the Heavy, end the CAA, but no such sweeping 
control of elvil flying vas nede taxbil the beginning of the wer in 
Decenber 1941. ‘The War Department, hovever, directed the CCAC to contims 
“participation in the Interdepartaental Air Traffic Control Board and to be 
inte Prior to 7 December 1941 thie board held 39 
meetinces dealing with sveh matters az air space reservations, establish- 
ment of danger areas for flying, c-anges in civil air regulations, end the 
location of Army and Navy air inaveviawtones 

ass (i sci bed as es Pasa: wl goals Getencinca atpaets to genres 
from thd mistakes made during the selection ana oscupstion of the civil 
airports. In April 194] the Chief of Engineers issued specific instructions 
to his division engineers to consider a list ef speettiee aircraft charac- 
teristies prior to making lsyout plans fer air installations, emi in Joly 
2941 the Buildings and Grounds Division, OCAC, printed detailed instruce 
hide we cea elites Other improvements in procedure which | 
remlted from the experiences of the selection of these combat stating 
were introduced into the programs which were to follow. 


The authorisation of additional combet and training alreraft for the 
W-oonbatgreup and 12,000-pilet programs required more maintenance end 
repeir than sald be accomplished by the six air depots operating and under 
construction in jaciiaey 19Z1. The four old depots had a combined capasity 
for overhauling 800 engines a month, and Mobile end Ogden were expected 
to provide maintenance for an additional 500 engines each mcnth. It was 
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estimated, hovever, that the combat exransion and the additional training 

Planes would necessitate an overhaul on at least 20,000 engines a year. 
To meet this shortaze, Majer General G. 7. Brett, Acting Chief of the Air 
Corps, estimated that three additional derots with a combined monthly 
caracity of 900 engines would be required. This weuld allow a theoretical 
enrual maintenance of 26,400 engines, but with the 20 per cent reductign 
in theoretical capacity which sciectenss had indicated as reasonable 
due to materie] shortaces, Isbor searcities, and other unavoidable delays, 
the depots would be actually capable of mintaining only 20,120 engines a 
| General Brett requested funda to provide for the three new air derots 
on 17 Fehruary 1941. Re recommended that ene of the depets be lecated in’ 
the general vieinity of Atlanta, Ga., ene in the ATbany-Syrpease aren of 
Few York, and one in the Cklehoma City—-Tulsa area of delaieees The 
location of the additicnal depot in the scutheast was based on the. prenise 
that the Mobile Afr Depot would be used urimartiy toe serve the Caribbean 
‘gir forces. The additional air depot in the northeast wee made necessary 
by the impossibility of expandin: Middletowm. Lecation ef a deret in the 


midwest would allow it to assme the overflow of the other devets. 


Congress, in legislation avrroved en 17 March 1941, made $45,000,000 avatle 
able for the eonstruction of the three iettac 

At a conference betucen rerresentatives of the Assistant Chief of 
Steff, Gui, the Office of C-4ef Engineer, and the Buildings end Grounds 
Mision, CCAC, it ws agreed on 4 March 1941 that the OCAC should ask for 
Wer Deyartment orders establishing , board of officers to inspect sites 


for the derots. The Chief of Air Corps, moreever, vas to instruct the 
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prior te finel consideration of then by the G3 and G4 Divistons of the 
woas, ”? Site boards were esteblished in March and during the folloving 
month they inspected (among other sites) Cklahoma City on 9 Merch, Mecon, 
Ge., on 18 Merch, and Rome, E. Yo, on 3 April. Beth Oklahone City and 
Mecon offered free lend for the derots, and Rome offered certain free 
utilities ineluding 1,000,000 galions of water a day. For the mide 
western derot T:lsa, Okla. Wichita, Kanes, and Cklahom City were onside 
ered, tut Tolea and Wichita were ruled out becanes thetr defense indus- 
tries were already taxing their local labor surply. In Georgie the ehoice 
of sites rapidly narrowed down to locations near Atlanta and Maech; after 
it had heen estimated that the derot eould be bullt near Mecon for less 
money and six months faster, it was decided to locate the depot at the 
Welisten site near Macon. Each of the sites selected hed disadvantages: 
Rome hed @ handicap of a sub-gero climete during the winters Okishora 

City had intense sumer heat, inadequate housing facilities, and a serious 
competition for skilled labor; the Veliston site was on avanpy lend, 
proximate to no immediate town, and was in an area of Limited skilled Jaber 
supply. Despite these disadvantages, the Var Departuent announced its 
“secepta ce of the ciehean City site on € April, of the Valleton aite on 
“Ms Jone, and ef the Aeme site on 25 me,” 

Host of the prime contenets at the new air depots were let on a cont- 
Plus a fixedefes basis, and the deyots vere at least partly operational 
late in 1942. Oklaheme City was first used by the Air Corps in August 
1942 although it was still incomplete. Construction began at the Welisten 
site, Se eee ee ae in Septenber 2941, 
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and the two rrinefral contracts were completed on 31 Aveuet 1942. Ground 


at Rome was broken on 2 August 1941, and, despite unfavorable weather 

during the winter, the orizinel eornstruction eentracts had been completed 
227 

by Howarber 1942. 


The expansion of specialized flying and tactical training mede the 
acquisition of additicnal bombing and gunnery rm ges an urgent matter. 
During the 1939 augmentation the OCAC hed planned on a basis ef one local 
Fenge for each of ite combat bases, tut in 1940 this policy vas somevbat | 
_ extended. General Armola sxnounced in dure 1940 thet proper tacticel traine 
ing demeried both the contimous use of local practice ranges adjacent te 
the combat bases and the periodic use of larger general ranees for bocbing 
with live bombs and aerial cunnery edie In actuality, especially 
in the western United States where lerge local rmgzes could be obtained, 
the difference between the “local” ani the "general" renges was sometimes 
nebulous. 

Considerations of safety demanded that the penarel ranges be args 
reservations closed to the public, and since it was unsafe for armed air 
eraft te fly over civilian areas, these general ranges required en airfield 
within their confines. During the lest stazes of the 1939 augnentation 
a reconnaissance had been mede of tracts of land neer Tonopah, Reve, 
Wendover, Utah, and Arlington, Cre., in an effort to secure local practice 
ranges for McChord Field. During the spring and summer of 1940 negotie 
ations hed been opened to aecure the three tracts, about 90 rer cant of 
which was public demain, for use as general ranges. The 60 x 90 nile 
area at Tonopah vas transferred te the War Department on 29 October 2940, 
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bat the ele,rance of the mmerens seattered claine of eattlenen, home~ 
etesders, and miners delayed the use of the Tonerah range until Decenber | 
10241, In June 19/1, hovever, the range vas divided between the GHG Air 
Force and the “est Coast Air Corrs Training Center for training uses. 
Because of graging ecumitments the Interior Department in Oateber 1940° 
was willing to release only 1,500,000 acres in western Utah fer the 
Wendover 2,nge. This aree wis further reduced in ef ective aize by an 
acreement with the CAA which prevented borbine within five miles of the 
eivil airways croesing the range. Settlement of private elzizs and the 
buflding ef an airfield at Yendover delayed Air Corps use of the range 
until Tate tn aa Fossession vas essumed at the Arlington, Gre., site 
in Ayrtl 1943, tat the fasilities at the Se«rdman Ranze were not ready 
until lete in 1911." late in the sexe year the War Derertmert alse 
secured the transfer of a 60 x 30 mile tract of public domain near Ala» 
nogordo-las Cretes, F. Mere y and the Alamevordo (alse called the “hite | 
Sante) Range ves developed during early 1942.1°? Im July 1910 the Chief 
of the Air Corps directed the GHC Air Force to acrcint a boerd of officers 
fer the location of boxbing srd gumnery range eites in the eastern United 
States,” She GNA Ate Pee ao. usecaiant ty ectemended ute Ge tae meee 
Awon Park, Fla., end Myrtle Fegeh, 5S. €. The twe rmces became opare~ 
tional during the sumer of 1042.7 

The CCAC treated the acquisition of the lecal yractice ranpes as a 
lever echelon matter as‘ fer as it Was permitted to do so. In Decanter 
G40 4% requested funde to lease 36 such ranges, each to be of aprroxinate= 
ly §,000 acres and to be located adjacent to the coxbat afrdremes then 
without ranges. The Construstion Branch, Gai, protested the necessity 
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for both local and general rm ges, but the COAC insisted that the leeal 
prantice ranges for air-to-ground gumery and boxbing vith practice benbs 
in no way relieved the neceestty fer larger demolition and serial gunmery 
mea Congress aprropriated the desired funis on 17 March 1941, and 
the OCAC attempted te secure the sllotment of the money directly to its 
subordinate cameniers who vould be able to secure the best bargains. ‘the 
Quartermaster Corps was unwilling te cede its leasing functions, but the 
Corps of Engineers rermitted the allotuent of construction funds directly 
te the CHO Air Force for expenditure. The OCA accordingly placed the 
warden of loonting these ranges direetly upen the GFQ Air Force end upon 
ite successcr, the Air Farce Combet Command, When the latter protested in 
July that the original site boards had been derelict in nethaving selected 
the sites, the OCAC ismed supplesental instrustions making such eetion 
aiiahGey on Paterw date Goatde 

hequisition of these local ranges was usually worked out by the base 
eonmanders Who needed the rances. In the Sesend Air Force Jocal ranges 
were secured at Ephrata, Moses lake, ani Riteville, ae By Rovenber 
1942 eleven other lees] ranges had been obtained.” Delays in the procure~ 
ment ani develorment of these ranges, hovever, seriously impeded the traine 
ing of tactical units during 1941. Throughout most of this eritieal year, 
for exemple, the tection) units of the Second and Fourth Afr Forces 
shared the crowded ranges at Maroc lake for all of their bombing practices.” 

Training center activities, which tock over old Mather Mela and a 
pert of the Tonerpeh renge, further reduced the arcas available to the 


for “unter at Harris Neck, Ga s:for Westover 
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tactical organizations, but even at thet the three training centers were 
pressed for ropzes. During 1940 and 1941 the Ver Department, altheugh | 
feced with severe orresition from local srertamen and fishing interests, 
acquired Metagerda Island end the adjoining Metagorda Feninele on the 
Texas const for use as ranges for cadet training at Ellington, Barkedale, 
and later Foster Field. A 26,695 acre area on the Fleride coast in the 


. wleinity of Fenema City was rurchesed (after a long legal proceedings 


which increased land costs from an estimated $225,000 to 537,916)as 

the range arce for the flexible gunnery sehool to be located at Tyndall 
Pield. The gunnery echool at les Vegas, Kev., made use of a part of. the 
Tonopah range, but develoymental problems perritted no effective use of 


‘the area until late in December 1941. In locating ranges for Iuke Field 
"the Air Corrs encountered the same problems which it had met in clearing 


the other veetern ranges: suitable Jesert lands were available in the 
rublic demain bet.een Gile Bend and Ajo in southern Arizona, but the 
majority of the area head been leased to cattlenen uncer the terms of the 


‘Jaylor Grazing Act. (nm 5 September 1941 the President withdrew the lands 


from public use hy executive order, but most cf the grazing rermits vhich 
had been issued by the Grazing Service of the Department of Interior had 
just been reneved in May 1941 for yerio’s running up to 10 years duration. 
Only one of the permits had a clause perzitting revocation, and the 
stockmen, although notified thet firing would commence on 30 September, 
simply refused to evacuate the lands, which they vere in the process of 


grazing, and began political egitetior. Rothing could be done to clear the 


rmge areas until 26 December 1941 when a court order ves secured to that 


' effect. Consequently the firat pilets to be ined at luke Meld had no 
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‘gumery and benbing training. 


Continued Axis successes during the summer end early winter of 1946 
lea to another rewiaton of extinsted eneay capabilities and indicated thet 
8 victoriove Axis could have both navel supremacy and an ability te opere 
wh & Sores ef 5:00 ‘oustect aASeeatt tn owth Mewcien. Aevordingiy 
the var Depertnent on 14 March 1942 directed the Air Corps to complete 
the Shegroup program “at, the earliest practicable dete” and immediately 
thereafter to uniertake an expansion to 24, coxbat groupe with 7,799 
tactical aircraft. Cn 1¢ February 1941 the Chief of Staff had directed . 
the Chief of the Air Corps to inerease pilot training tc 30,000 per year — 
and technician training te 10,000 per Seah Thess three expansions 
vere to comprice the Aray's second evintion objective. Ko definite 
tine linft vas stizuleted for the accouplisiment of the second eviation 
objective, and it wis no more than woll under way on 7 December 1941. 

- ‘Expansion of the fectlities for the prozrazs was net eompleted ven the 
Skneombateproup program lest its role in hemispheric defense end decane 
the beginning procram for the development of offensive air power needed 
fer the suecessfal termination of World War II, | 

eg. Planning for the expansion ef fly- 
ing training to a rete of 30,000 pilots per year hed been initiated vell in 
advence of the actunl directive for such an increnent. ( % Gsteber 
1940 the Mer Department hed directed the Chief ef the Afr Corps to pre~ 
pare & long range plan for the development of civil eirfields as potential 
training installations for a 30,000-pilet as The COAG, hovever, 

had teen unwilling to make such plens because of its experiences at Steekten 
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area concerned. On 26 Mareh 1941 the War Department formally charged 
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and Montgomery.” On 17 December 1940 the Chief of the Air Corps had 
nevertheless directed the training centers to rrepere plans for training 
at such a rate. The same standards of training were to be net, one etvil 
contract school in each center was to be coverted into a contrast basic 
school, and the centers were directed to recemmend possible sites for 
new flying ttetas. ” ine 

In February 1941 Brigadier General Davenport Jotmscn, Chief, Training 
and Operations Division, COAG, indicated that the time was appropriate fer 
the aprointment of a War Department site board for the inspection ef 
aitae iden had! tees reetanendea Early in March, however, a confere 
ence of representatives of the Assistent Chicf of Staff, Gui, the 
Buildings and Grounds Division, OCAC, and the Cffice of the Chief of 
Mictasess decided that the reeronsibility for site seleetion should be 
passed formally to the training centers. Esch center was to appoint a 
beard consisting of an Air Corps officer, an officer from the Corpa of 
Engineers, and a Medical Corps officer, Their rerorts were to go te the 
Chief of Air Corps for review and thence to the War Department General 
Staff for finel action. “© ‘The Chief of Engineers indicated thet he 


wished hie representative on the board to be the District Engineer of the 
149 


‘ 150 
the training centers te lecate and recoumend the sites for deve 


Fer the 30,000=pilet expansion the OCAC originally estimated that 36 


additional flying seheo] units, including three new gurmery school units 


and an additional six replecenent center units, would he needed. More 
than one unit might be located at the same station. The units were sube 
sequently allocated to 2C new flying fields, one new gumery seheol, and 
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one replacement cen'er, The training center eonmanders arrroved this aprlie 
eation of effort at a conference held in washington in March 19415 j 


AES.69, Char. BER 


Funds for the 36 flying school wits and six replacement center units 
unre Aneto n the tatgwt eottentes and they vere syrropriated to Jogi 
lation erproved on 5 April o1.°™ 

During the 30,000-pilet expension the Air Corrs was also forced to — 
find duplicate feeilities for Moffett Field. In January 1941 a Revy 
site board, cherged te locate lighter-than-air facilities in the San 
Franeisoo Bay area, visited Moffett. Because of this visit, Hrigadier 
General H. W. Harms, the commanding general of the Kest Coast Treining 
Center, wished a definite unierstanting as to the future of the field 
before additional Air Corps funds were expended there. As a result of the 
aiequssions vhich folleved, General Arnold proposed that Moffett could be 
turned back to the Navy, if the Air Corps received $8,000,000, including 
an item of $1,500,000 nsed at other stations because Moffett had been in 
adequate to receive the tection! unite which should have goue there. 
In April 194) Brigadier General Ggrl Spasts, Chief, Plans Division, OCAC, 
told the Ravy General Board thet Moffett could be returned provided there 
vas a real strategic need for it and provided thet the Air Corps could be 
given approximately $6,000,000 in veturn.” tater in the seme nanth 
‘Admiral H. R, Stark, in a personal note to General Mershell, indicated 
that the Navy vould velecue the return of Moffett. General Marshall, 
after consultation with the OCAC, agreed that the base eould be returned 
about eight months after the Air Corps had been given funda fer substi- 
tute facilities, Be vas willing to return Moffett to the Navy, but be 
Salaam <r meee 
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In legislation arpreved on 16 meuet 1941 Hoffett w.8 transferred to the 


Kewy and the Yar Department wes civen 16,500,700 for the development of a 
substitute basic flying training Aettac 

Site selection in esek cf the three centers wee becoming difficult | 
because of land seareity. This situation was so acute in the Hest Scast 
Training Center erea that one officer protested on 15 June 1941 that the 
eenter, in loeating new sites, would heve tc "Go into Northern California, 
Cregon, or Hashinetor. vhere the rain raineth ard all fields se far sure 
veyed will have to have a met; or go intc the deerest desert where every 
butiding must be erected not erly for men tut for efficers and not alone 
to shelter them but to provide a minimm of diversion from work and heat 
and dirt." To alleviste the shortage of sites the CCAC, on 25 dime 104], 
chanced the center's eastern boundary from the 108th tc the 1034 neridian, 


thus extending the cernter over the mesa country of Hew Mexico end a part 


of vest a 


Despite seme diffienlties the three training centers were able to 
solve their problenee Under the 7,000- and 12,000-pllot prograzs the 


Whe Guif Cocst fraining Center eonverted ite civil elementery school 
at Brady, Tex., inte a “asic schocl, established new basie schocls at Enid, 
Cxla., Sherman ard Yeeo, Tex., new advanced schools at Miasion, Isthhock, 
and Midland, Tex. and lake Charles, la., and @ new gunnery school at — 
Rerlinczen, Tex. The center also secured new civil elementary schools which 
_ were opened at Coleman, Tex., Chickasha, Ckla., Ballinger, Tex., Uvalde, 

Tex., and Ferts, Tex. These efvil schools were apvreved by the CCAC on " 
Jone, and on 17 June an additional cortract school was arrroved for Bonham, 
Tex, (Sist. AMF Central FIC, 1 Jan. 1939 to 7 Dec. 1941, ve 25 pre 197=200, 
231-238), The West Const Training Center was allowed two new basic schools | 
at LeHoore end Merced, Galif., and adwanced schools at Higley, Ariz., 
Roswell, E. Mex., and Victorville, Calif. The elvil school at Ontario, Calif., 
wan to be converted into a basic sehcol. (nly one new civil elementary 
school-=to be located at Visalia, Calif.—was aprroved for the center. 

(Rist. West Const ACTC, & July 1940 to 7 Dee. 1941, ve 1, pre 152167, 1%s) 
As a substitute for Moffett Field, it was decided that. the aviation cadet 
reception eenter formerly allotted to Mef ett should be built at Santa Ana., 
Calif, (Ibid., v. 1, Pe I7hn1E2» ) The Southe.st Training Center w,s 
yernitted to establish lle, Miss., Sebring, Flee 
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sites for new flying schools had al] been leased for nominal sums. Since 
' this roliey wos surtesed to have worked hardehirs in site selection pro- 
cedures, the COAC direeted in Mey 1943 that sites eccld be vurchased at 
arrraised valuations if it was thonughtedventegeous. To avoid the 11] will 
ef local authorities whe had leased their sites, the CCAC urged that land 
be porchesed only when peeeidin 

Despite the expedition of cost-plus a fixed-fee contracts, only a part 
ef the new installations were suitable for training during 1941. In the 
Sulf Coast Trainine Center srea facilities at Ferrin Field, Sherman, Texs, 
end at the Fnid, Ckle., basic school were ready for training in December . 
1941, and by Mey 1942 the lest of the sehoclse-—Waeo, Tex--vas-operational. 
In the West Const Training Center erea the fields at IeMoore and Nereed, 
Calif., and Williams Field, Higley, 4ciz., were ready for training in . 
December 194] and January 1942, but Victorvilie, Calif., and Rosvell, K. 
Mex., did net bec-me operational until February and June 1942. The field 
at Roswell was built with the money reseived for Moffett. ‘The resertion 
center opened at Senta Ana in February 1942, the headguartera of the 
center noved to Santa Ana in Arril 1942, and the basic flying school cpen- 
ed at Chico in the seme onthe in the Southeast Training Custer region 
the hasie schools at Greenville, Miss., and Sumter, S, C, (Shaw Field), 
and the advanced school at Narier Field, Dothan, Ala., were ready for opere= 
ation in December 1941, the advanced school at Coluntus, Misse, began 
training in January 1942, and during February end March 1942 the advenced 
“——"WYContinuca from peze $7) and Sumter, S. C., new advanced schools at 
Columbus, Miss., Moultrie, Gp., Dothen, Ala., and Valdosta, Ga., end a 
new flying school for Negro rilets et Tuskegee, Ala. The civil elementary 
eehool at Albany, Ga., was to be converted into a basic flying school. The 
Southeast Training Center also ad‘ed nev efvil een ract schools et Avon Park, 


Flac, Douglas, Ga., Benne ip FEES S.. Ge, Relona, ark., 

Decatur, Ala., and Ceala, o2Qt : ARF Fartery FIC, 1 Jan. 1939 to 7 
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seheols at Spence Field, Moultrie, Ga., and Moody Field, Valdosta, Gary 


became orerational. Construction at Hendricks Field, Sebring, Da., wan 
delayed ty unfavorable scil characteristics and the station was finslly 
completed as a foureengine transition school which began training in Yereh 
1942. The Negro flying school at Tuskegee, Ala., was ready for basic 
training on a makeshift basis in November 1941. : The only new Ar 
Corns replacement training center in the program was ordered established — 
at Ellington Field effective on 20 Sertember 1941. 

Plarming for the expansion of the teebnicel training faeellities also 
antedated the formal War Depertment arrroval of the 100,000-technician 
pregram. The Air Corps hed heen allotted funds for two n-w technical 
training stations under the expansion incident to the Sh-group programs aa 
late in 1940 the Chief of the Air Corps had directed the Commandant, Air 
| Corps Technical School, te survey sites for the two schools. In Jarwary 

1941 the conmandant recommended thet trese two schools be leeated at 
Biloxi, Miss., andi Wichita Falis, tems. The CCAC secured the appoint~ 
ment of a War Depertnent boerd to inspect the two sites, and ty 16 Feteuary 
1941 both of them had been acrroved for use during the 100,000-technician 
eccien The (GAC inmnedintely asked the CAA to reserve funds for the 
" Surrovenent of the munfeirel airfields at Biloxi and Wichite Falls.-°° 
Additional fursis, needed to secure flying field equimment and organisational 
equiyment for the rrograzr, were apprerriated on § Arril 1941. 
During the spring of 1941 the sites for the nev installations vere 


leasetl, CAA projects were set up for the improvement of the mmiecipal 
sirfields, and durirg May and kme 1941 construction of army cantonnents 
wae begmm. Both of the schools were activated on 16 Jame 1941, and 


MPENy 
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ani at Sheprard Field, Wichita Falls, on 13 Cotober. By December 19/2 nost 
of the original censtruetion at both pests hee been PO Pe ae The 
expansion of technical training alge placed a strain on the one techni@ 
cian rerleeenent center available at Jefferson Barracks, Mow In May 1942 
the OCAC accordingly requested authority to build housing for a 10,000- 
man rerlscement center at Sherrard avd for an &,000-man center at Kessler 1? 
On 6 June the ker Derartnent. eprroved the proposal, and the two Air Corps 

Aetsoamaat Senters (Technician) were activated effective on 20 Sevtember 
1941. 8 

Additional exrensions were necessary at the older technical training 
establishments. In May 1941, for exemple, Loury Field received funds te 
tuild an airfield—lster called Buckley Field--on the bombing range near 
lemen The congesticn of living quarters at Chanute Field anc private 
housing in nearby Rantcul, I11., caused by greatly expended treining at 
Chemte, mde a movenent of the headquarters of the Technical School from 
Charmte Field advisable. At the creation ef the Air Corps Teehnical 
Training Cemmand on 26 Ysreh 1941, it hed been specified that its head= 
evarters vere to be loc.ted at Chanute only temrorarily. During Mey end 
June 1942 Brigadier General Rush B. Lincoln at length eoneluded that 
Tulsa, Ckla., offered the best rrosrects for the headquarters tocation. 
Tm August 1941 the sex Derartment arproved the chage of station, ard on 7 
September 1943. the headquarters was opened in leased space at Tulsa. 

ionstruction of Air Depots. To meet the adied maintenance and repair 
requirements of the 30,000-pilot~tre'ning expansion, the Air Corpe asked 
for end received on 5 April 1941 an apprepriation of $14,000,000 for the 
construction of tvo new air depots.?”* In the same month the Plans 
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Division, CCAC, requested the Materiel PAVIEION CCAC, to prepare a study 
of the necessity for additional air derots te meet the maintenance needs 
of the 84-combat-group seouence This study, forwarded on 2 July, cale 
elated t'=t 19,549 aircraft would te brought into action by the second 
' eviation objective. Some 33,117 units of meintenence and repair work would 
be en estimated anrual commitment, but of this amount about 1,300 aircraft 
and 3,600 units of work would be euteside the continental United States. 
The Materiel Division estimsted thet the 1] air depets authorized and in 
operation would be able to ueintain the vork load of 30,117 units per 
year, 

In June 1941 the COAC seeured the appointment of a “sr Department site 
selection borrd, consisting of a representative of the Air Cerps Maintenance 
Command, a representative of. the Buildings and Grounds Division, OCAC, 
the District Engineers concerned, and a Medical Corps officer, to survey 
sites in the vicinity of San Bernardino, Calif., and in the Spokane=Everett 
area of dasntugtens After inspecting several sites this beard on 28 
Jane recommended thet one air derot be located at the San Bernardino county 
aoa and in Jniy recommended another site near Spokane 2”? Both of 
these aites hed disadventeres, tut they were the best available situnted 
in regions where maintenance was required. The two recommended lecetions 
were approved ty the War Derartzent, the land on which they vere to be 
built was bought by lecel authorities, and in the fall of 1943 the sites 
were donated to the PO Tr 

Construction of the Spokane Air Depot was author!zed on § December 
194], end since the depet was considered to be in a defense aren, its con= 


struction wes mp Er June 1943 the original construction was 
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neerly complete, and during the next m-nth the derot eommenced full seale 
orerati es In Maren 10/2 the original bids for the San Sernardino Air 
Derot, vere opened, but 1b vas not unt’l May thet construction wes begune | 
Shorteges of steel and other critical materials delayed the bilding . 
effort, ang the devot did net become commletely operational until early 


180 
Ghd. 


Tn the selection and develerment of nev tactical stations for the 
Rlegroupeprogram the OCAC and the Army Air Forees sought constantly te 
reneéy the mistakes and to improve upon the experiences encountered during 
the Siecombat-grour rrogrem. The resultant base exvansion was probebly 
the nest c,refully plenned program in the period under ecnsideration. This 
base expansion wae also the first te be nade the direct respensibility of 
the Arwr Air Forees. ‘The time consumed in working out procedural details 
caused diffienities in the initiation of corstruction, but many of the 
techniques evolved during this expansion remeined in use threughout 

‘Verlé “er TI, 

The seneral letter ef 1, March 2941 whieh directed the expansion of 
Air Corns tactical strength to 84 combet groupe also noted that the exmne 
sion vould involve sdditional develepucnt of the existing dir Corrs 
stations end the construction of new er ate Gm 28 March the Chief of 
Steff directed thet thenceforth the Chief of the Air Corps vould initiate 
for final eetion all papers on purely Air Corps matters whieh formerly had 
been drawn up ty the Yar Derertmert General staff. ‘So expowired Majer 
Generel George H. Brett, Acting Chief of the Air Corps, forwarded a memo 
containing recommended site selection procedure to the Chief of Staff on 
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7 Mey. He provesed that stations should be selected for 21 coxbst groups, 
eight in the First Air Force erea, five in the Second Air Force aren, 
for in the Third Afr Feree srea, and four in the Furth Air Force areas 
Four beards (one for each air force) were to be arpointed, soneteting of 
a rerresentative of the OCAC, an Air Corps and Medice] Corps representative 
from the air force ecncerned, a representative o? the Chief of Engineers 
(oreferably the local District Engineer or his representative), and a - 
rerresentetive of the Corps Aree in which the station was to be located, 
The boards were to be instructed by the Chief of the Air Corps, and they 
were to rerort directly tc him. This rrocedure was arproved by the Chief 
of Staff on 9 May wie 

The Adjutant General issued the directive outlined by General Brett 
on 13 May and reewired the commander: concerned to neme their rerresen= 
tatives on the four site boards. * later in the month the Quartermaster 
General yroposed thet his office should be represented on the site boards 
in order to make the necessary lease negotiations, tut the Office of the 
Chief of Engineers urged that this v,s ecntrary to the sgreement thet hig 
office sheald heve cherce of leasing arrancements on projects to be 
eecomplished by the Corps of Sociaenes In view of the fect thot the 
deny Air Forees reorganization wes te reccve al} Air Cerps stations from 
the jurisdiction of the Corns Areas, the OAC reqwested: on 5 july that 
representatives of the Cerrs Area commanders not be ine’uded on the site 
aa The Adjutent General was finsliy able to arroint the boerds 
on 1 saly. The senior eir officer of each board rerorted to the 


Chie? of the Air Ccrrs for a sewiss of cor? neas end for instroctions. 
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By 30 July these officers hod been given the necessary information and had 


been directed te locate sites for 25 stations, 21 for new groups (10 
heavy temberdment, 5 medium bombardment, and 6 light boxberdment groups) 
and 4 for units (3 pareuit end 2 Light bonberdment groupe) which vere over 
erowied at their existing wise In locating these nev stations the 
beard tresidents vere Instrueted to give first consideration to states 
which had ne Air Corpe instellations. i 

_ The excessive amount of time which had been consumed in cetting the 
site bocrde inte the field seriously impeded the work of the Buildings 
and Grounts Division, CCAC, in the preperation of cost eatinates for the 
construstion. On 8 duly Colonel F. M. Kennedy, Chief of the Buildings 
and Grounds Division, protested that previous cost estimates had been no 
nore than a “shot in the dark.® He requested sufficient tine to reosive 
the site board reports, get them aprroved, ani then toe secure actual esti- 
aise se tise Soe Walleoke at the gives Wy She Oaceevce fegtueeras The 
Office of the Chief of Engineers rropesed substantially the seme procedure 
on 26 Jnly, but Colonel Eermedy replied that once more he had been cplied 
upon to submit estimates in sdvance of the rererts from the site boards. 
His estimates vore thus "the sane guess work as have been all. previous 
estinetes.” * On & August Colonel Kennedy estimated thet the total 
costs of the second — ebjeetive construction would be approxt- 
mately $412,740,871. Five days later the Buildings and Grounds Division 
sent an estimated break-down of bese strengths projected under the second 
avigtion objective te each of the station commanders and directed them to 


prerare costs estimtes for additional construction required to suprort 
193 
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which vere to be located vithin the continental Limits of the United States 

yermitted no careful cost estimation. Farly in Geteber General Marshall 

asked as a matter cof rolicy whether the Si-group-program stations should 

be located for defense or for training, and he indiceted that he wished 


due consideration given to the needs of the air suprort units in planning 


‘the new stations; Gener,1 Arnold weriied thet it was most important to 


exphasize training. aa Cn 3 October Brigadier General Cer] Speats 


directed the AC/AS, Aed, to base ealouletior of needs for new continentel 
stations on the deployment schedule of AVFDM2, a plen concerned with 
tuilding wr the overseas air a a Qn 1£ November he directed 
the AG/AS, fu3, the AC/AS, Jed, and the AMPD to make a definite decision 
a tis tics Guinea tuba wat lens’ Xo Wa Tanta ig "ae a ata 
On 22 Rovember AWPD presented a study which recommended that bases for 
55 combat groups (1, heavy bombardvent, 11 medium boxbardment, 12 light 
bombardment, 14 intereeptar, 2 ebserwation and phote, and 2 ecamosite 
grours) chould be provided in the continental United States, end General 
Spasts aprroved the study. Two days later at a Congreesional hearing 
the Var Department was ecomitted to the construction of 14 ef the projected 
air bases in the Tnitea Stntes.- 

Congressional hearings had begun on the aprropriating legislation on 
17 Kowenber, ‘The War Department originelly asked for $105,298,177 with 
whieh it plamed to construct 1) comrlete airfields and an additional 
$52,300,310 fer the initiation of eorstruction at 14 other skeleton 


" stations. These skeletonized stations vere tc have runways and utilities; 


and additional fimds were to be requested for their comvletion during the 
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new SiaeaY yeni: The total snout of money asked for these and for other 
wiseellaneous Air Corrs construction projects was £379,004,232. ais This 
appropriation bill wae still before Congress on 7 December, and the War 
Derartment hurriedly secured an amendment adding $390,000,000 te eemplete 
the Shegroup projects still outstanding, to provide urgent construction 
trojects rer-rted ty field commanders, and to ecnstruct all ef the 
facilities needed by the Bi~grour a ae In the legislstion ape 
proved on 17 December a total ef $779,371,725 ws appropriated for Air 
Corps construction, and the CAA was given $50,125,300 with which to 
develop an additions] 205 airports required to complete the needs of the 
Sh-group program. 

For the first time in its history the Army air arm was to have the 
active direetior of its om constructi-n. At the time of the creation 
of the overall Army Air Forees headquarters on 20 June 1941, the Chief 
of the AAP, aasisted by his Air Staff, hea been given direct War Depart= 
ment resrensibility for eviation wteeas Designation of the sites of 
the new stations so devolved upen the Chief of the AMF. On 25 November 
General Arncld directed the Buildings and Grounds Division, wean to eval- 
vate the site recammenistions whieh had been submitted by the site boards 
and to submit its eorelusions te AC/AS, det, for review. Seneral Arnold 
was to make the finel dedipratieee. The Pulldings and Grounds Division 
prepared an elaborate scoring analysis on the euitability of the sites, 
assigning 20 points for flying weather, 2C points for terrain, 20 pointe 
for suitable lecation in regard to ranges, civil airways, and cooperation 
with the ground forces, 20 points for costs, 20 points. for availability 


of city housing, and 30 coints for tactical and strategic repinmmtec 
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The recommendaticns of the Buildings and okay IGNision vere sutmitted 
on 27 Fovenber.” 

Although the funds had not actually been voted, the Assistant Chief 
of Air Staff, Ae, recomended on & Teeember 1942 that immediate ection 
be taken locking tovard the ecnstruction of bexes at Syracuse, Richmond, 
Rapid City, Walle Welle, Greenville, Columbus, end Rashville. He also rece 
enzended thet ecnstruction should be initiated et Sioux City, Topeka, 
Fort Worth, El Faso, Fuehle, Sante Marie-Lompec, and Rens, although net 
enough funds were included in the arpropriction measure to complete thers 
General frncld, however, avrroved only the fir-t seven bases. On 20 
Deeenter the Chief of Fnoineers was informed that these seven bases would 
be allerurrose tyre installetions, designed to scecmmodate the maximum ther 
acteristics of ee type of conbat Baier On 1 Jamary 1942 the AAF 
formally directed the Chief of Engineers to begin surveys, site acquisie 
tion, end cons*ruction qt the seven bases. These at Syracuse, Walla Walla, 
and Greenyilie, because of their closeness to the sea frontiers, were to 
be ence Cn 31 December the Chief of Engineers was instrneted 
that the other seven stations would be pit. 8 A formal construction 
Girective was forwerded on 2 February fer all of them except Sante Maria- 
Lompoc which was held up for chances in ite layout eae 


Can Wye, {12) Rapid City, $s. Da, (13) fur--ra, Til, or Colunbus Chio, 

{14) Richmond, Vee, (15) Minneapolis, Mim, (16) Fl Paso, Texe,; (173 Pueblo, . 

Coles, (18) Great Falls, Mont., (19) Amarilio, Tex. (Momo, Cel. F. 

LONDEAY » Chief, Bes Div, OCAc, t: Gol. Peder). AC/AS, Ankh, subs 
par: 
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The sites for the first seven stations vere either leased or purchased, 


and, despite unfavorable weather during the winter and srring of 1942, their 
construction was rushed to comrletione The b,se at Syracuse received 
troops in Avgust 1942. Originally assigned te the Air Foree Concentration 
Commend, it passed tc the Air Service Commend on 1 Deeember 1942 for CTU 
elie Contracts were let at Rarid City in March 1942, and it was 
ready to receive a heavy bombardment grour Inte in September 1942. This 
field beceme one ‘of the heavy bombardment OTT etaticns of the Second Air . 
Paneer = At Walle Walle the Army base was located et. the site of a CAA 
improved airfield, and it was able to receive troops in June 1942. Like 
Rarid City, it became a Seeend Air Ferce Cit Pe ee Despite the fact 
that fait was not complete at Greenville, a bombardment group wae poved 
to the field in June. ‘This base became a medium bombardment ATU under the 


Third Air Force. ne 


With the ecmpletion of the buildings at Richmond in 
June, the base vas ascigned te the Firet Air Ferce for use as a fighter Crd 
and TT Sabieal” Weck yap alerted ab. Smyrna, Terns, in Jmuery 1942, 

but inclement weether and delays in securing critical materials delayed the 
eempletion of the field util July 1942. its comrietion the Suyrna. 

base was esaigned to the Zastern Flying Training Command for use as a 
four-engine pilot transition Scat The leckbourne Army Air Base, 
loeated 10 niles south of Columtus, Chic, was finished in Sertember 1942. 
Glider training was conducted there on limited facilities during that 
summer, but on 1 October 1942 the field vas transferred to the Air Service 
Geman | | 
Sites for all excert one of the gecond group of stations vere 
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purchased, >” and eonstruction wes expedited under the wer emergency proce- 
dures. Construction of housing began at Sioux City in Merch, end in 
Sertember 1942 the hase received its Second Air Force heavy berbardnent 
CEU” Bek Tate Roman at Rashi btag Meni vent iy--Getatae Saud cae 
base was ready for its Second Air Force heavy bembardment’ groupe The 
air hase at Tepeks vas operational as a Second Air Ferce heavy bonbard= 
ment CTU tn Sertember 2942." &t El Faso a new site was selected enst 
of Biges Meld and construction wes initieted on a heavy borberdment base. 
The new El Tase Arsy Afr Sase beeame a Second Afr Force OTU, reeeiving 
troops in august 16/2. Biggs Field was transferred to the Second Air 
Force on 21 Meareh 1942 and cortimed to serve as an air surport field 
until Octeber 16/3 when the two Melis were PT ae At Fort Worth 
edaitionsl lend vas rarchoselnear the airfield being built for a goverraant 
owned aircre"t plant, housing was erected, and by 14 Ostober 1942 the new 
installation—celled Tarrant Field—hegan transition training for four 
engine rilets under the Gulf Coast Training benees The Santa Merta 
‘deny Mrfield was accerted on 1 May 1942, Although it was designed as an 
air sur-ort bese, the Meld vas eestgned to the Jitr Service Cound in 
December 1912 for training service eee The Reno Arny Air Ease, 
alse designed as an air surrert field, sheltered the headquarters of the 
TI Ground Mr Suprort Comend during June 1942, and it wes also used by 
the Seccrd Air Foree end the Air Service Command for oe service 
troops. | 

be ties eases: 
ticn projected under the &/-combat group expansion. ‘The whole program 
had been meticulously planned to meet the needs of a pente-tine tactical 
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exransion, but the beginning of the war scmewhat chenged these needs. These 
bases, as will he seen more fully below, represented a most imrortant 


nucleus of the war-time exransion vbich was te get mierway in 1942, 


3. At 0 Fiel 

The third rhase of the reace-time exransion of air base facilities fer 
hemisrheric defense-the selection and construction of Melis for National 
Surrd and regul-r Arzy observation and reconnaissance unitse-revealed 
less of the eonrrehensive planning which hed cheracterised the exransion 
of air facilitics mere directly under Air Corrs control. Ground forces 
exransion during 1940 end 1941 necessitated a similar exransion of ob= . 
servation and reecnnaissance squadrons te surpert the new troop units. By 
Var Renertment roliey arnies, corps and divisions required sir surport 
units, which for convenience ef training were to be lecated near units 
which they were to es These units were organically a nart of 
the Air Corps, but because of their method of contrel, they were under a 
gomewhat nebulous responsibility te the Chief of the Air Corrs. The bases 
uron uhich they were located vere, throughout this period, assigned to 
and administered by the ground forces. 
. The COAG nevertheless assumed the initiative in securing bases for 
the reguicr Army squadrons. Because of the transfer of Moffett to the 
Sect Coast Training Center it was thus necessary to find a new field for 
the observation squadron based there. This squadron, lees one flight 
which wae traneferred to Brooks Field, was moved tc Ramilton in the fall 
ef 1940 in order thet it be near the headquarters of IX Corps ees 
Since thie vas a temrorary station and sinee it was decided that the 
squsdrer shenid he closer to the contentration of greund treops et Fort 
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Cra, Calif., a new station wae needed. The board of officers making ree= 
ommendations for the leeation of the 54-combat~group stetions on the 
Facifie const se ected a site at Salinas, cause. Housine for the squad= 
ron vas eecordingly constructed on an airdraze lease at Salines, md in 
the summer of 1941 the squadren, tegether vith the flight which had been 
moved to Brooks, was transferred to the new airfield.” 

Under the Aray's first aviation objective the CCAC wes authorized te 
form two new recommeissance squedrons for assignment to the Secerd and 
Fourth egiees The squadron which was to work with the Fourth érny 
- yas loceted at Salinas with little difficulty, but « new hese hed to be 
gecured for the Seecnd Arny inca. The board of officers mneking recan 
meniotions for the loeeticn of the 54-group stations in the South selected 
the wunietral eirrert at Atlenta, Ga., for the unit. Thies site was ap~ 
proved by hoth the War Derartment end the Chief of Air Corps, theugh the 
COAG later regretted. the eauitesntc” (Geaetruction tan beeed; aud late: 
in 1940 the recomaissance squadron cere was sent te Atlanta. Movement 
of the headquarters of the See-nd Army te Memrhis, Tenr., led thet mit 
to request the transfer of its reecnraissance squadren to a location 
proximate to Memphis. The Air Corps arrroved this rejuest, but the ‘ar 
Department was of the opinfon that it would be inadviseble to abandon the 
Atlanta eantorment. ave ‘Sone of the older observation squadrons were T= 
located during 3940 and 1941 in order to effect closer training: squadrons 
at Scott end Mitchel were moved to Fost and Lawson Fields; an addition= 
al station was leased at DeRidder, la., and in February 1942 sn observa~ 
tion squadron from Brooks was moved there to support the armored division 
training at Camp Polk, Pia 

location and mee 
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vation squadrcne ordered inte the frderal service in 194C and 19/1 vas 
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handled almcet erelusively by the Yer Derertment General Staff and the 
National Guard hie Funds for housing the first 21 soqusdrons to be 
orcered to active duty vere arrr-priated on 9 Sertember I94C, ard tente= 
tive stations were selected near the rests of the Neticnsl Guard aiyistons 
with which they vere te Spt” By March 1941 al] of these first 21 
sousdrons hed been mustered inte the feterel seeiee In December 
1OLC, sfter rians hed been ms*e to induct rine more newly formed Raticnal 
Guerd scuadrens fone of which was to be loested in Alaska), the Assistant 
Chief of Steff, Ge3, *treeted the Chie? of Air Corre te set ur a board of 
officers to seleet sites near Rolta, Mo., Carr Forrest, Tenn., San Antonio, 
Tex., Fine Camp, X. Y., Hattiesburg, Mics., ond Abilene, as Such a 
beard was formed by Var Derertment orders, and by April 194] the Chief 

of Staff bed arproved the sites fer the rermanent staticne of all 30 of 
the observation gquadrcoa. By the fall cf 2941 these observation 


Squedrons were either leented or were in the proeess of being moved to 


‘their rermanent sirfMelis.” 


‘ithough the sirfelds and housing requfrenents for these observation 
squadrons vere reletively simrle as befitted their anall persormnel and 
light rlenes, numerous difficulties were encountered in operating from the 


“Under this mobilization expansion, cbservaticr, stations were hrought 
inte operation et Wheeler-Seek Field, Fine Camp, F. ¥.3 Ctis Field, Camp 
Edwards, “‘ase.; Fort MeClellan, Alas; Kew Cumberland, Pa.; Detrick Field, 
Freder'ck. “d.3 lexington County Airrert, Columbia, S. Ces Birmingham, Alme; 
Esler Field, Camp Beauregard, Ia. Chicage, Tll.; Adams Field, little Rock, 
ark.3 Brownwood, Tex.; Sherwood Meld, Faso Robles, Calif.; New Municipal . 
Afrrort, San Antonio, Tex.; Jacksonville, Flas; Fert Dix, ks J.3 Fort Devens, 
Masse; Abilene, Tex.3 Vichy, Mos Hilliam Northern Field, Tullahoma, Tenn.; 
Eattieaturg, Miss.; Alexandria, La.; and Kellogg Field, Battle Greek, Mich. 
(AAP, Station Tist, 20 Sert. 1941). 
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stations previced them. At Fsler Field, for example, the observetion 
scuadron in November 1940 wes quartered in tents and in th= dilaridated 
tmildince of a former CCC earm. The sole mmvey was unsafe in wet veather 
and during -dverse crossewind licen Reilly Field, Fort NeClelian, 
Ale., ome feund to be so hazardous in Mey 1941 thet the Chief ef the Ar 
Corrs reeov ended thet tt be grantees The squadron canr ares at 
Columbia, S. Ce, located on the edge of a rumay, was toth cramped and ex= 
reced te the general public. In June 1943, after an tneecttin trip hed 
heen mede by one of his assistants, Brigadier General H. A. Dargue, Chief 
of the Insrection Mvision, OCAC, noted that the observation squadrons 
vere confused by their mitiple charnels of administration, depended upon 
often uninterested ground force commanders for their training missions, and 
had poor facilities for operations and maintenence. In general, the whole 
wteture ves “extremely coor.* | 

Tm order to imrreve on this situaticn, General Marshall on 21 June 
1041 wrote identier] letters to each of the Army commanders, rointing out 
thet the treining of the observation squadrons was notably deficient. “* 
Cn 25 July the “ar Derertment moved a ster further and directed the Chief 
of the Arry Air Funes to assmme ,etive control of the observation 
squndrona. He was te form five air support cemmands to which all of the 


aquedrone vere to be assigned for training, General Arnold ordered 


the Air Force Combat Comiand to form the five couanane Gn 3C August 
thet organisation ordered the eetivetion of the five commands, directed 
the formation of greup headquarters to ccrtrel the separate observation 
scundrons, assigned hoth the new observation groups and the existing light 
bonmbard-ent groupe to the five commands, and formed an Air Suprort Section 
RESP RICTE! 
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in {ts headquarters to give overall direction. The air suprert command 


headane-ters were established st Mitchel Field, Will Rovers Field, Sevannah 

Army Air Base, Famflten Field, and Bowman Field early in September 1941.8 
Desrite this action, the alr surrert heses remained confused. The 

2a7 acgumed the taste Yar Derartment resronsibility for the develorment 

of atr snrrert fielas, end, as hag been sean, made rrovision for air 

gurrert teces in the selection of the Slecombat-eroup fields. Yeny of 

the existing chservetion squadron sirdromes, hovever, remeined under the 

Jurisdiction of the greund force commanders, As lete as Mereh 1942 the 

Second Air Force hed not deterzined whether it had any authority over the 

fields on which ite observation units were sgioneac Solution of 


this vroblem was to conswee much effort during 1042 -nd 1043, 
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The 193° angmenteticn had heen rrimeriiy comeerned with the develone 
ment of the nintmem bases neeced. for heniecthertc defense, and the Sie and 
tLerreoup rrorrams, while ther did noe forge: defense recnirements, had been 
luvcely seneerned with the paceieme nt of airfields suitable for the 
motilizetion ard training o? an exranding Air Corns. During the course of 
Sie and Elegrour rrocrams the Air Corre hed sovcht, rrincinaliy thrench 
the GAA, te seoure the develorment of en etditional number of civil 
Melis which world be needed for war emergency defense use. These three 
exrensions hed been eclesely directed from Vashington. In Deeemter 1041, 
however, the AAP was foced with tvo problems: first, and most immediate, 
it had to provide the facilities needed fer the disrersal of its eir 
units to prevent # seccnd Pearl Herbor estastrorhe on the sea frontiers 
ef the United States; second, it hed to rrovide the facilities for the 
mcbilization training of an air force of enormously increased size. 

The exigencies of wer thus forced an immediate rrocurement of 2 
great number of air bases, caused changes in constructional requirements 
and teehniques, and shifted the searce factor in construction frox funds — 
to man-hours and materiels. The immensity of the building rregrams led 
to some decentrelization of direetion and resronsibilities. Te a very 
great extent the using agencies in the field, not the ASF headquerters 
in veshinrton, had to deterzine their facility needs to meet the over~ 

ail directives given te then by the ASF, By the fall of 1942, however, 
it hed heecme arparent RES ran oti Trey in the United 
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States, and defensive developmente could te curtailed. By shout Jume 


123 sufficient base facilities hed been constructed in the continental 
United Stetes for wohilizaticr an? training, Cnee mere the headquarters 


of the AAP couts essume @ mere ective rele In the direction of ecnstreetion, 


i. rene a eye lormeh P Nefense Facilities 


The impact of the neve from Fearl Harbor and the immediate rrospect 
of enemy air attacks on the ecntinental sea frontiers forced an equally 
immediste deployment of AAF planes to outlying bases and a dispersal of 
aircraft on the main bases. A pert of the facilities meeded for deployment 
had been provided by CAA and WPA constructed airports. On 14 December 
1941 President Roosevelt directed the Secretary of War "to take possession 
and assume control over any Civil aviation system or systems or any part 
thereof to the extent necessary for the successful rroseeution of the 
Wer.” The Eastern Theater of Operations and the Western Defense Command 
were authorized te call upon Yer Department construction agencies for 
urgent construction, to incur finenetal obligations, and to use either 
fixed-fee, negotiated, or lmr-sur contracts to get urgent construction 
completed. They were cautioned, however, to essure that no abuse was 
made ef the sweeping authority to by-pass the usual] Wer Department ee 

Tagsive Defense Projects. During the period of extreme cattion follow=- 
ing reorl Marbor extensive efforts were mate to protect the coastal aire 
fields arainst surprise attack by means ef rassive defense mMegsures, in 
cluding revetments, dispersed layouts, and camouflege. On 9 December 
1941 General Arneld directed the inmediate dispersal of all aircraft 
west of the Rocky Mountains and the constonetlon of sand bag revetments 
for further protection. O the Atlantic coast all large Scroantraticns 
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ef planes vere te be similarly protected at cnee.? Cn 13 Decenber the AAP 
directed that all new bese built within 350 miles of the Atlantic end 
Faeific eoasts end within 3°O miles of the Gulf vere to be given a din 
persed dagonte: By 26 December, eeting under the emergency powrs of 
the vestern Defense Commend, the Corps ef Engineers hee started £1 ensre 
gency vrejecte on the Teeific eoxst, including hardstandings, dispersal 
taxivays, revetments, and send teg rrotective devices. At Eantlton 
Field alone £413,850 were committed for revetments ard texiveays, In the 
east, fighter revetments vere constructed at 23 baces, and heavy bomber 
dispersal erea vere bnflt at seven bases. Py Mey 1942 scm £35,645 ,023 
had been srent for emer-ency werk.” After the flurry of exeitement hed 
worn off, it became evident that revetnents on such a lerge scale would 
not be needed. On 20 Decenber 1942 the Seecnd Afr Force thus directed 
the completion of bomber revetments in progress, but sought to end the 
effort there end to build hardstandings and teaxivaye tc disversed rositions 
instend.” ‘The emergency construction rowers of the continental theaters 
of orerationa were curtailed in February 3942, but on 23 March the 
Fastern and Vestern Defense Camanis were allowed to authorize emergency 
eenstructicn projects only if they cost no more than £20,000." 4 
March 1942, however, the Ver Department ordered thet no more revetments 
would be constructed without srecific authcrization for esth such rrofect.® 
Construction of dispersed and camouflaged facilities wes contimed 
semewhat longer, Shertly efter rearl Sarber the Corps of Fngineers was 
instructed to provide dispersed lsycuts at 15 air bases near the sea 
frontiers of the United Staten, and other individuel projects for impro= 


vised disrersions were later authorized. Gm 22 Fetruery, for example, a 


Project was arvroved at Dow Field costing $416,557 and including tone 
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down of prominent features, planting of trees and shrubs, tone down of 
texivays, painting of roofs, and construction ef dispersed Pacilitics, © 
Por training rurreses a comrlete dummy airdrome wes bullt near the Riche 
mend Army Air Pace. By Decemher 1942, hovever, cantat experience had 
shown thet airfields vere not remunerative targets for sir attack, and» 
Brigedier Senersl 1, P. Whitten, Director of AMF Base Services, recommended 
thet mere corventicnel airfields showld be built in the United Statess 

In March 1943 the Ver Depertment, estimating that such rrojects had cost 
some ££5,000,000, directed that future passive defense projects should be 
limtted to vital defense zones and should be as simple as possible.?” . 

In Gctober General Arnold indlested that such passive defense projects 
were no longer needed in the eo tinentel United States. 


Biiee 05s halts cians tad etnies Rone Ate ue ie 
@ sufficient masber of strategically leented efvil airfielis to insure 
rreyer dispe-sal of its units both for yassive protection and for the dew 
fense of potential targets for air atteck in the United States. During 
December 1941 many of these civil fields, most of which had been improved 
with EFA and CAA fants, were added to the AAF roster of stations. Most of 
the existing fields required additional develorment to Mt them for rilie | 
tary use, and additional bases bad to. be provided te buttress the defen- 
sive aituetior. | 

During the month which followed Fearl Harbor the First Air Foree, as 
the yrineipal air component of the Fasterr Theater of Operations and its 
_ Successor Fastern Defence Command, quickly derloyed its pursuit aquadrons 
for the defense of rotential bash ies in the Nertheastern and Central 
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Atlantic states, (ne pursuit group was dispatched to the Korfolk, Vas, 
municipal atrrort. Cther cursuit squadrens and flights were cent te 
dreen Ajrrort, Willegrove, BR. I., to the munietnal airfield at Bendix, 
*. J., te the municipal? afrrort at Philedeirhia, fa., te the Republie 
Aviotion Cerroretion Field at Farningdale, F. ¥., to the Glen L. Martin 
Pield st Middle River (Beltimore), Md., te Trumbull Field, Groton, Conne, 
te the municipal eirrort at Bridgerort, Comme, and to Commonweelth Aire 
rort, fast Heston, bieeer Leases were quickly negotiated and in January 
1942 emergency construction trojects at all of those fields (excert 
Yartin Field), together with the municipsl airfields at Newark, Ne Je, 
Dover, Tel., Atlantic City, F. J., and Beltsville, M., and legan Field, 
Raltimere, Ma. (enbstituted for Martir. Fleld), were ordered by the 
Fastern Theater of Creraticns. These projects covered the construction 
of energeney type housing and dispersal Paetlities.-° 

Daring the remainder of 2942 there vas a grodual recovery from the 
pressures which had led te agitation for “a fighter base every five niles," 
“and seme readjustment of the pursuit fields vas underteken. In April 
TeQuardia Field at Yew York City was clesred for emergency pursuit use,2” 
and by June sdditional lessed facilities had been obtained at the New even, 
Conn., municipel airfield and at Kertschler Field, Hartford, Gennes”? 
During July the detachment fron the East Boston airrort wes moved to a 
newly negotiated leasehold on the CAdmconstructed field at Bedford, Maan. 
In the eame ronth the AA? leased and took over resronsibility fer the 
construction on the CAA project at Millville, B. Je the completion of 
this airfield enabled the Pirst Air Force tc move its units from the 
Fhiledelphia municipal airfield which was unsuited fot tention uses” 
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Prebebly because of the failure of the CAA te find a locel srenser to 
yurchese the site needed for develorment at Bendix, F. Jes? the First 
Air Foree secured the lease and develomment of the Suffolk County Airport, 
at Westhamrton “each, KF. Yo Work began there in Sertember 1942 and the 
initial project was commleted by Nay 1923." General frncld save final | 
arrreval for the corstruction of a defense airfield for Washington at 
Camp Springs, Md., in August 1942, and the bese vas ready for use in April 
1913.9 By December 1942 the First Air Force Ned else secured facilities 
needed for fighter unite at Breinard Field, Rartford, Cenr., at Fortmonth, 
E, He, and at Salistury, 2a.°° 

The First Air Force nleo hed to Pind stetions for its I Beaber Coumand 
which was given the mission of antisutmerine patrol along the Atlantie and 
Gulf coasts. Most of the stations neesed were obtained ty the diversion 
of a rart of the housing and facilities at older bases, but some new 
stetiens were required. The municipal atrrort at Dover, Del., was accerde 
ingly leesed im Teeember 1941 and given temrorary imrrovenents by the 
Festern Theater of Cperations. urine the fell of 1942 and the spring of 
2943 a berber station was built there.” A tent carp vas constructed for 

inte use et Pluethenthal Meld, Wilmington, F.C., and in the fall 
ef 1942 work was begun on a bombardment iin it the heicht of ite 
patrol operaticns the T Bomber Commend and its successer, the ARF Antie 
sutmerine Commend (activated a 15 October 1042), operated from facilities 
which hed efther been diverted er buflt for its use at Dow, Grenter, 
Vestover, Mitchel, Ft. Tix, Rover, lengley, Bluethenthal, the mmicipal 
airfield et Cherlesten, 5. C., Chatham Field at Savannah, Gaey Jacksonville, 
the 36th Street Afirrort, Miami, Fla., the Boca Chica Nawal Afr Station at 
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Key Hest, Fla., Drev, the municipal atrrort at Gulfport, Miss., end the 
municipal airfield at Galveston, Tex." 

The Third Air Foree met the more limited requirements of its defensive 
mission without any adiitional installations. In March 1942, however, the 
AAP Dpeetorate of Air Tefense called attention to the ne<d fer three pure 
suit airdromes within 25 miles of the Sault Ste. Marie Canal, the highly 
eritical eennection tetvees the iron ore fields on Leke Superior and the 
Greet labes waterways. & Third Air Foree site hoxrd reeczmended the 
location of these Melds st Eaco, Eimross, and Sault Ste. Marie, all in 
northern Michigan. The area vas primarily a gun-defended zone under the 
Central Defense Command, but, in view of the feet thet the working season 
in northern Michican was very short and ne suitable civil fields wzictad 
for basing pursuit units in an emergency augmentation of the zcne, the 
aC/AS, Plans, AAFP, recommended that there was military necessity for the 
construction of runvays, Mghting, and geseline storace at the three aire 
fields.” The Corps of Engineers was instructed to provide the fields. 
The projcct was later reduced by the deletion of the airfield at Sault 
Ste. Marie, but skeletonized installations were buflt at Raco and Kinross 
and placed on a , standby status.” 7 

Om the Pacific coast the Secord and Fourth Air Forees, assigned on 12 
December 1941 to the “estern Theater of Crerations, experienced a similar 
exrension of faeilitics te meet defensive requirenentss” In the Pacifie 
Nerthwest the Second Air Force lacked a sufficient number of girdroves to 
provide « secacsts field for cach of its tactical aquadrons--the desid= 
eratum for defensive deployment. me pursuit group, hovever, was zoved 
to Seattle, Ynsh., mel OTD Heer], Harbor, tc guard egainst 
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possible attack on the Brezerten Ravy Yard and the Rogie aircraft plant. 


Plans for the acquisition and development of other fields were somewhat 
complicated by the impending transfer of the defense mission in the 
Facifie Yorthwest te the Fourth Air Foree, but on 1 January 1942 the iT 
intercertor Command requested the procurement and prereraticn of single 
rarsuit squadron fecilities at Bellingham, Fort Argeles, Clymrie, and 
Fitsar County (Bremerter), Wash., and et Sglem and Hillsboro, Cre. For 
alternate use the IT intereerter Command recommended the airfields at 
Mount Verncn, Arlingter., Seni feint, Seattle (Muller-Herkins airport) 

and Shelton, Yash., and at Treutdgle, Seaproose, and MeMinnville, Cre. 
ther flieldse-including thet at Culllayute, Wash.e--were recemmended for 
development 2s emergency airdromes. The Second Air Force almost immedi 
ately rerlied that the airrorts@ Clympie, Fitsep County, end Salem — 
being improved to provide a 5,000-foot runway, request had been mede on 
the SAA to place Nillshoro in its first priorit: for develorment, and ree 
vetments were either being built or would be ordered constructed at all 
of the fields, In regerd te the alternate flelds, request had been nade 
to the vestern Defense Commend to improve Mount Verncn and Arlington, the 
Sand Foint Nawal dir Station was usable, *aller-Uarkins was thought te be 


-@ poor station for 4rmy use, the CAA hed been requested te improve either 


NeXinnville or Scerpeose, Troutdale vas being improved, and recommend,tion 
had been made te the Fourth Air Foree in behalf of imrrovements et 

38 
Shelton. The Seecnd Air Force had obtained Navy permission to edd ine 


stallations at the Favy fields being developed at Guilleyute, Mout 
3% 


- Vernon, Arlington, Shelton, and Bremerton, 
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After a period of organizational corfueieon the Feurth Air Force ase 


sumed cortrol of the main Second Air Force tases in the northvest (Feine, 
“eChord, and Tortlend) on 26 Jmuery 1942. By the same token tt assumed 
resccnsibility for the rrecurement of addftdonel fields needed in the 
reqion. Maier General J. Fe Fiekel of the Pourth Afr Poree regnested 
Navel permission to develor suitable installations for one rursuft squedren 
et Cuillayate, Shelton, Mount Yerncr, Ari ingtcn, and at the new site at 
(ek Harbor, Kash., and received reaffirmat!-n of the vernission originally 
given to the Seeerd Air Shee fruy construction crojeets for those 
fields, for the Bremerton Yeval Air Station (Kitear County Airrert), and 
for the CAA constructed Plelds at Clympla, Bellingham, Fort Anveles, Salem, 
and W213 ine (South end), Yash., were a-proved hy the 44F on 7 Apriti 1942." 
The Furth Afr Force also assumed jurisdiction over the CAA felds et 
Eugene and MeMinnville, Gre., and over the flight strir at hurore, Ores, 
but ne housing waszeonstructed <t the instal? Sete Most of these fields 
were used by single rursuit squadrons during 1942, rut by Mey 1943 only 
Salex, Bellinghan, Clynpia, and Fort Angeles were oceupled by ‘scope . 
the Fourth Air Force was responsible for the develerment of defense 
installations on the remainder of the Fse!fie coast from the berinning ef 
the period of preparation for var. During 1¢41 Generel Fickel hed been . 
active in cooperation with municipal, county, «ri stete officisls--rartice 
Wilarly in California=-in an effort to build ur the civil fields to be 
needed for eetensee Shortly after 7 Cscesher 194) it vas thus poest ble 
te move squadrons ia detachments of Fourth Air Foros tactical mits te 
the Forth Island Naval Air Station at Sen Mego, to the mmictyal fields 
at Sen Yernardino, lo “each, Bakersfield, Onkland, and Sacramento, and 
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‘te Mines Field at Tos Angeles. in order to expedite “usiness vith the 


eomcend rost of the Western Tefense Somand «t the Tresidio of Ser fran 
e'ses, an advance echelon of the Fourth Atr Force headquarters vas rushed 
te Farilter Pield and by 15 Teeember the whele headquarters, together 
with the stef? ef the IV Pember Cormand, had opened at Rartlten Field. On 
5 Jarnery 1042 the staffs were moved to a lcased building in San Francigooe 
The IY Intereertor Commend headenerters, move tied down by ite comriiceted 
comuniestions netework, eo timed tex orariir et Riverside but eventually 
meved to Cakland, Ca? Pe Jas 

The initial decloyment of taetice] units by ne means met the defense 
needs of the Fourth Air Force. (n 10 Februery Ceneral Fickel therefore 
rreserted the Yesterr. Defense Common? with an airfield nrogram designed 
to rrovide er oreratine airfield end = eliernste airfteld for each of 
the 22 tacticr] sauctrens assigned to the Fourth dir Perce. ‘Two addie 
ticral flelds vere rrovided tecause cf? the rnrevalence of fogs in the 
Sor Franetsee regicn. Onis 13 of these Melds were avellable for use, 
construction under the emergency authorization of the Vestern Nefense 
Command wes underway at 22, and the remaining 19 fields required authert« 
wattone’? 411 anergeney construction, however, was suspanied ty Yer 
Devertment order on 24 February, so thet the whole progran hed te be 


forwarded to Vashineten on 29 Marche. O 7 April General fenold, with 


a.) 
seme chenves end deletions, errroved most of the itens of eomstruction desired. 


*fakersfield, Hishon, | » Kearney Meen (a field shored vith the 

Neer, Delano, YairMeld-Suism, the Grand Central fir Terminal at Glendale, 
Ceklend, the Metrorolitan airport at Van Fuys, the Crance County airport et 
Sente Ane, Oreville, Ctay Mesa (Joint ceevration with the Navy), Faledele, 
Forterville, Redding, Russell City (Hayward), the Secrarento municipal airport, 

Malte Pielé 2t Sen Franciseo, end Visalia, Calif., end et the airfields pree 
viously noted in Oregon per ee ee eae 
teofects at the Lon: peaathtlee a,j dnd Yekine, Wash. ounicips? airfields. 
es: rele te Cee e es én yeh 686 HON 
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Changes and edditiors to this Presram of censtructicn vere not ree 
quested by the Fourth Afr Forse until Sertember 1942, Then ft reoucsted 
authority to develop facilities fer a af: gle fighter squedrer eat the Gmard, 
Carif., flight strips at the Lomita, Calif., flight strip (substituted for 
the long Heach mmicipal field); at (ntaric, Calif.; at Ream Meld, San 
Miego (jeint oceuretion with the Nevy)s and at the Ealt Yoon Bay, Calife, 
flight strip. To rerlece the Los Angeles municivel aircort, it wished te 
develor a fighter field on Sen Nicholes iglend, one of the Sante Earhara 
group lying off the ecest fram Los Angeles. Authorization wes requested 
te develep @ squadron streneth honter station at Eliensturg, Yach., vice 
Yakfen, The Fourth Air Force neted thet 1¢ rlenned te autmtt projects to 
eccumolnte a Tighter seuetren at Coneord, Cel 1f. fin lace of the Alameda 
Raval Afr Stetion)s; for housing rersemel of medium henber squadrons at 
the Wintere-Devis, Calif.; flicht strir (to rerlece Pairfield—Suistin), and 
at the CAL constructed field at Madera, Calif.; and for a heavy bozmher 
squacron at the CAA bedit field et Feedles, Cal'f. (vice Pirthe which bad 

“Deen sestgned te the Treor Carrier Commend). af 

This prosram seems to heve heen avproved substantially as presented, 
but the projects planned for later sutmission did net fare ge well. Souse 
ing vas subsequently built at Conecrd, tt Wintere-Tevia and Needles 
Teeefved no such inprovenent and Madera vis not aselgned to the Fourth Air 
Foree. Eecause of oprosition fron the Favy, aquedren strength housing 
arrreved for Ream Field at San Diego and for the fields at Eearney Mera and 
Ctey Mesa was never constructed, In sddition te these stations the Fourth 
Air Force wes also assigned the fields trtlt by the CAA at Inyokern, 
Nontegue, Napa, and Sante Rosa, but housing was built only at the latter 
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fied. Mest of these rrofects vere small and the Hue of orerations 

tyre housing st them seldcm evceeded aceemietation fer 8°C men. Ther vere 
eceuplec curing the period of exten-ive defencrive rrerar-tiors effected on 
the Tactfie eoast, end meet of them rasced te em standby stctus ween the 

air cefeng: of the recicn vas relexed. ‘n 1] “ey 7943 only Glendale, 

wuseel? City, Caklerd, Cntaric, faledale, Sseranente, “ills Plel4, the 
Crane Teumty alroert, Serta Zesr, end the Metrorelften airvert at Van 

| 98 

Uye bad treers asctened te them. 

“ort of these fields whieh had heen teken over for defensive cerloyment 
hed been develered tr the 74. Shortly after the bectrning ef United Stetes 
particiretion fr Nerli ver FT, the sénerel Aseoqunting (ffice exrressed 

the epirion thet exclusive niliters lease on TAA eorstructed alirrorts 

weuld still he rermiestble fcr the duration of the sale This meade it 
saa'thde Per the Air Ferces te eertimue te lock to the CAA fer corstriuee 
tics of the mmerous Melts witch lees eomendere deemed necessarr for 


nsttonsl] defense. Tuch cecmenders, still tiinking in terme of the develope 


‘mer of a evPPiclent rumter cf? airéromes te rermit a lerge ecoreertration 


cf teetter] units, eshcd for ierrevemerts te abcut oC airfielés, of whieh 
L£0° vould be needed auring the fiseel year 1923. The First Air Fere@y 
for examr7e, sent ‘ne Dirt of LES altrrorts which it wished develored, 

Tre ratter ums taben wo th Generel Arecld on the evening ef 27 Arril 1942, 
end he, tensening thet the wer was pctnt te be foucht tn Furere ond the 
Tactfic rether then in the United “tater, declared himself fletly onrosed 
to the tevelopment ef nere then ene=fourth of ouch a numver of afrrortse 

“na 2 July 1042 the CAA roeetved an avrrertietion of £190,740,000, ard the 
ce’Ting on the rambher of sirdremes to te tuflt or ierreved vas retsed 


to 40,7 This was SiSatsau tai eu gum to be eppropri-ted te the CAA 
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fer the Jevelormert of civil airfields during the war reriod. By the end 
ef 1943 nearly all of the CAA develormentel rrejeets vere complete.” 
ter the develorment of the Misht strirs which tecame a rart of the 
Faetfiec coest alr defenses, the COC ard the AAY had werked in elose COC 
dingtion with the United States Commissioner of Fublie Reads. ‘The Commi se 
sioner had first been emrevered to eortaet the state highway departer nts 
in rlanmntne such strirs on 5 Sertember 3920,°" and in January 3941 the 
CORN had Inia down a rreliminary definition of sueh strirs. They vere to 
be of primery use fer disyersion, were to be adjeeent to goed highways, 
and si:mld he lecsted vithin 25 to 2fC niles (rreferably not over SC miles) 
of established air ieee The COAG desired that the program should be 
@ecertralized ax euch as resai ble, and the SEQ Air Foree hed accordingly 
airoeted the Air Foree eoomanders te werk with stete igmey devartuente 
Sn gelectire siten,” Coneresa on 39 November 1941 acrrerristed 
£10,09,000 te the Gemmiesioner of Fublie Roade fer such corstruetion as 
he wicht arranve and added $5,000,000 on 17 December qu.” During 1942 
some 22 flicht strirs, with dimensions of 5°0 by SCOO-E000 feet, vere con 
structed et an eversse cost of £362,000 saeke By Cotober 1942, hovevers 
. the AAT, heeaude of urrent recvests fros the Wer Producticn Board to arrest 
rrejects which ernld be sterred without serious injury to the war effort — 
felt thet the rresrem should he eomrleted as soon as ressitle and should | 
not he eentined pea Oiisien most of these flight strirs vere 
loested along the continentel seaboard, 2 few were leceted inland, gener~ 


ally te serve herbing ranzes or for other srecialized training. 
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Coneurrentiy with the exransion of factlitiese for the defence of the 
continental sea frontiers, the AA* wes ecreerned with the much jnrger 
rrotler of firding and develoring bases to eccommodste the programmed 
exrension of ite teetieal air strength from &4, to 115, to 22d, and finale 
ly to 273 combat greurs. This expansion of base facilities had to keep 
peee with, end in most cases te yreeede, the rrojected ecmhat expansions 
whose accelerated activation schedules demanded unrrecedented sonstruction . 
activities. 

The immensity of the e-netructicn problem may bé seen by viewing the 

“ projeeted eonbat expansions. (n 23 cSecemter 1941 General Spastz arnouneed 
that the imediete objectve for the A&F would be the completicn of the 
SAq-groun prosram during eur Ga 2 danvary 1942, howeve', General Arnold 
in 2 memorendum for President Roosevelt indicated that the initiel step 
toward development of "the mightiest air force the world has ever seen" 
wenld necessitate immediately at least 56 edditions? pllet schcols, with 
an anrusl rroductivity ef 76,000 pilets, ground schools te turn out 
306,000 technicians a year, and at least 1°6 new air cegane The next 
dag the AAF erorosed te add £5 combat groups to its current strength 
(making e total of some 115 combet groups), te expand its pilot output 
first to 50,000 and then to 70,000 ees year, and to expand its rete of 
technician training during 1942 to 300,000 per ekee” 2 This proresal 
wes arrroved fer accomplishment during 1942 by the War Department on 19 
February 2942." 

in order te facilitate firture expansion, work wes begun imediately 
to projeet the exranston for 1943. (n 29 January ANFD proposed that the — 

RESTRICTED 
ECURTLY INFORMATION | 


dt 2 
Rr INFORMATION | 


ES 


AN Sebo, Chars I¥ 


AL? should attenrt fo achieve a total ef 224 combat groure during 19436 
During February this prorosed strength was aryroved by the AAF as a tesis 
for study and nenleae” hy June the 224, group program was being coor= 
aineted with the Jar Department, and the commitment vas approved in effect 
fr, the “ar Department troop basis ismed on 2f August 1942.0" Hearsihille, 
the ‘AP bad drawn up more ambitious plans which eextempleted expansion te 
gn strenrth of 273 srours during 1943. (mn 2 Seriember 1942 General Arncld 
therefcre directed that plane vould be nade to expand the technical sehoel 
eutrut te 607,000 anmually, reeching this rate by July 1943, and to expand 
the flying training rate te turn out 102,000 rliets annually, reaching 
this caracity by 31 Decexher 1913." Ly the middle of December 1942 it 
was evidert te Seneral Arncld thet the 273 sreup rrogram approached the 
maximum size thet the men-power and productive rescurces of the United 
States could suppert. he Girecies the sir Staff to make plans to reduce 
flying training cbjectives and to terer cff ell exransion at the “sxturae 
tion reint® of 273 sroups ee Aitheugh the composition of this saturation 
prosren vas revised four tines , the total figure ef 273 groups wes net 
seein chonced daring ¥orld War nm.” | 

“snansion plemning contenplated thet ne more than one-third of the 
con-at strength of the AA? would be based in the continental United States 
at any one tine, tut it previded that each combat group so sccamodated 
would have one rain base and four ae During 1942 the bulk of 
the cor:truetion program wes directly rels:ed to actual defense and mobile 
4zation neds. In Cetever 1942, however, Donald Neisor., Chief of the Var 


Proguetion Board, pointed out thet Army construction projects night absorb 
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as mich as one-fourth of the total war effort during 1943, and he asked 
the Secreterr of Yar to rrerare a list of projected projects whieh could 
be abandoned. The 44" Directer of Tase Services, fearing tat this meant 
that the “FE would begin te review all constrnetion rrejeets, recormended 
that all AA? eenstruction should be vrorrarmed as quickly as pesstble ant 


ever, ahead cf need Icst delays be encountered vhen new Pecilities were 
é 


4 


needed. The Atr “taff ar-reved the reeermeninticn with the reservation 
thet the #27 oust not acemmilste any considerable number of "shest villeces® 
awaitinre ocaumants. Altheugh the UFE never sssmmed ar active review of 
Arry commend constrnuetion as hed teen antieineted, the 4AF seveht to bring 
ts rrocremued ecrstrecticr te an end es quiekly as reesitle. Turing 
Foverter 164° all ASF agenctes were thus required te request all crejectsy 
"ruthlossiy rraned te the here escentials,"® which would be necded on the 
basis of the exturatice of air prewar objective of 273 ecmba> greurs. 

The war emerrerey mete it evidert that sinrliffeatiors cf construce 
tional requirements ant techniques were in crder. "The anrreved program 
for the 41°F," wrote Gereral frreld on 27 Tarnsry 1922, “recefres an expane 
ecm of suck megnitude tat a ecm lete overhauling ef cur plans end cone 
certs of recuirererts is essertial.” Te the exd of securng "Srartan 
simrlicity™ he sreetMed four vencral vrrireinics fer new constructions 
(1) eencervation of fum's, mater’ele, and netionel effert; (2) efficiency 
| of orerstions (3) meximm use of avetishle freiliticseenilitery and civile 
fen: and (2) eliminatter of sipiaseemtieves” later in the same month, 
Generel frneld personally warned his ted thet all "fritis end non-essential 
items would be elintneted end only the bere es-entisls wottld te arrroved® 
an plenned sanuieaseuen. f £ Pebruary JOL? the “er Derertmert directed 
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thet all new butlding, excert where advance planning was complete, vould 
be of a much chearer theater ef operations type of eonstruetion rather 
tran the mobilizatior tyre structures erected dur’ ng 19341911.” tn 7 
February the “er Terartment issued a long dirsetive ordering available 
fectlities te te used te the fullest eatert, defining the means ty vhieh 
the Corra of Ingtneers should legse or purchase lend, cauticning all come 
manders not te make comcitments to civilian prorerty owmers pricr to ection 
by the chief of ae end steting thet lecal political entities should 
net. be encouragea to bid fer carry stations in excess of their meanse 
m 24 Fehrusry it Jirected that "eonstructicn net actusily indisrensable 
should not he unierterens a? Cn 20 May the Secretartes of the tor and 
Favy derortuents and the Ckeirmen of the Ner Treduction lesrd egreed that 
ne const: uction =rojeet woul! be arrroved uniess it vas essential, could 
not be rostroned withowt hurting the war effort, could net be replaced by 
renting feetlities, wild not cause durlicatio., rerresented all posd ble 
ecenomies, and was the most oe structure vessibie. The “ar Teparteent 
directed the ARP to be teund by the egresment in “etter and in sriritte 

A% the sere tine that the “ar Tepertment and the A/7 vere seeking vo 
curtail inessentiel construct lov, they vere siso meting efforts to creed 
up the tuflding of ceserv'ng rrejeets. On 25 Jaruery 19/2 the AtF actheare 
ized station ecxmirders at some 1C bases (where constructicn was needed 
by the ‘Leerour expension) tc serreve the lecnl leyovt taney” Early in 
Merch it Aireeted that lsyouts fer exransion of existing stations and 
fer the scnetrueticrn of new bases skeuld te prepsred by the Mistrict 


Engineers in ecoperation with loenl commanders ard would be arrreved by 
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the air force or inderendert ecumand soncerned.°” Copiss of such arrroved 


cael 


lerouts were to be forunrded te the Buildings and Greunds Mvisien, OCAC, 
fer iireettans The As? alse sought te inersment its housing fecilie 
ties by leaging. Iste in Jeruary it authorized £5,000,000 for leasing the 
heusing required by ALF reeraits prier to the availability of station 
housing. Selection of these leaseholds wmse mede the resrensibility af 
the Chief of the Air Corps, and the Chief of Engineers was anthorized 

to wake such leases at a cost of not more than 310 ver month rer a 
seneral Arnold, however, feering thet this errerinent micht net be sueeess= 
ful, crtered thet lensing would “e reg-rded ag only a "steregar" fer the 
solution of the hena’ne rrocrem. (mn 3 February the CCAD wee directed 
to record Jensing as a teroornry selution end te rush butiding 4 the ute 


most, ulilizine the existirg commereinl sirrertes and tent cazmrs es much as 


rossitie. In Perch the ceiling on lease costs was reised te 215 rer 
a5 
eee 


men rer month where s?] utilities vere furn’ chad. 


The reercanisation of the ‘mmr Air Terces on © “areh 1042 effected 


decentralization of ecnstructicn rroe- SUurese in ‘yril the AAP invested 
the couvemde's of its eir forces and eormands with reerensihility for 


site selectic:. They vere normsliy te forverd their reecrmemisd attes to 

the 44% for evtrevsl, but emergency requests for real estate rrocurenert 

nould he subritte! direetiy to the loes1 Tivision Engineers. 411 real 

est-te sequisition recuiring annual renicls of mere then {50,CCO or rerme 

nent sccuicition had te be rrecessed threugh the CCE and required the ap= . 
a 

rreval of the Under Seerctary of Were. he ALF else set up funmis of 


“250,006 tor esch ef the four air forces and for the Seutheast Air Corps 


treining Genter, rermitting their cormaniere te drew on the funis for 
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enerreney projects tosting not more then 727,900, Cn 23 ’ Abeeat 
to avreement vith the ALF, the Chief of Engineers autho: ized hie Division 


"noineera te ar-reve anc ¢ ecratruet mr rrejeets costing not more then ta ee 
: f hae, 


Ba. 


1 
18] 
site 
3 


on the request of tke wrees and inderencent coumenise— 


“ach a Aeconirsiizatio- of author! ity x wade : sone safeguards ne ce ssarye oe 

Unfortinncte emit tnents to sites which ¢ wld net be occupied lec the | 
Gtaneese oe tte tam Heculrenent 5% to ermncisie an f roretl:d relicy thet 
nud elites hed to he srrrore ay the interder ortaental aie trod fie Central 
Berrd ‘vpier to ery Lett cr. tereré site seouisition ty the Chief of ingtncers.” 


The Mreeterste ef ance Services recui red that it be not’ rhea currently 


of all viens fer new “iF inst tallations, avd in august it requested that 


ésch Mstriet Tngincer be notified to semi three cortes of new site 
— GO 
beard re-eorte clreetiy tr it for immediate initiat! on of actilane Tt vas 


ales nenescarm te onrhesize thet the delegation of authority to local 
commanders to arrreve layout viene aid not remit any me ifdoation of 
. i 


> 


established 2°? tose anfety recoirements. In Septenber - 19h Liaison 


officers were ectablteted with each o° the Mwision Fagineers to repre 


‘ 


sent £7 hesdquerte -s cuptne the preperation oP jeyout and ‘other construc 
: : ek: 
tiene? rlane and te insure com Fliance vith 2aF sefety requirenents.” 


fre additional LAP reorgsr’ ‘eat: Neat, het of 25 ¥arch 1943—e00ah t to 
elininate the cistinetions betweer: ‘the reitey staf? and the operating 
staff in the hesdquorters esteblisimest. ‘lus the Base Services PMvision | 
was trenst ferred te the new O/3 2S, Meterie?  Yaintennee, and Poteitution, 
here, as the Air Instellett: cus Divisicn, it continued to exercise sup 
vision ovr the exneuticr. be OS” bese installations policies during a | 
“remainder of World Yar In." These cecentralizetiors and t changes in 


technique a ikas sigriftoant modifiesticns of ‘the preswar construstiten 
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rrocedures. “hile mest ef the resronsibility for construction remeined 


with the headquarters of the Auf, the subordinete commanders had, in effect, 


gaired the rrivilege of initiating and surervising the constructicn of 
projects which they needed fer the rerformence of their assigned duties. 


bt P « Freliminery plarming for doubling the 30,000- 


rilet-training rote had beer, accomrlished as q part of that program, but 
these rlens remained in susrensicn until Feerl Harber. After 7 December 
2941, hovever, the three flying trainine centera were directed to achieve 
arnual plloteovtrut retes of 5°,f0C, then 70,000, and finally 162,000 
pilets end corresronding members of combat erew members. In consideration 
of a mumber of eritical shertaces and of the stabflizeticn of tactical 
air strength at 273 creurs, the 1°2,000 cem-itment vas sere-red in 
Beeember 1942. The meximum limits of these preerams vere by mo means 
static: the 50,000 objective r.,,ced upward te 55,000 to include foreign 
cadets and the 76,000 objective actuclly came to include 75,000 American 
and §,000 Fritish exdets. Yith the demise of the 102,000 procran « nore 
reglistic figure of some $3,600 pilets was eet in June 1943, and the 
peak of the rilot training was reached in the fall of th-t year. There= 
after the training rate began to peatege 

The inittaticn ef the censtruction prerrans te sceempany these 
training augmentati-ne wes undertelen by the CCAC and the three treining 
centers, but on 23 Jamary 19/2 the Air Corps Flying Training Ceemand was 
estebliched as a new echelon in the corrand ehemnels directly above the 
training centers,” The headquarters of this new organization, commended 
by Maier Generel B. £. Yount, were located temporarily with the CCA, 
tut oh 1 July 1942 a eeTRICTED at Fert Worth, tex.” 
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After the Kereh 1°42 reorgant gabiec | GRTe FORA? a8 eres a resronsibility 
fer the Plyine tra! ining @ rtatior censtruetion stntlar to “that vested In 
the four centinente] air “crees. trimary initietive for the sequisiticn 
ef the facilities needed to actuate the $5,000 rate of training, hovever, 
lersely rested vith the three trairing centers. Their rroblene in site 
selection vere, cs usual, somewhat diverse, but al] enecuntered competi- 
tion f-r tesirable sites, all enc-untered rolitical pessures, end 11 
were hard rreseed by th: small amount of tine rermitted to site selections 
Harpily, evever, a considerable body of snfornet! on in rererd to sites 
hed been buflt up curing the investigations of 1940-1941 which wes 
avellahle as a basis fr Mirst plemmings Far the first tise sinee 1940 
the centers were permitted and encouraged to utilize existing mmicirsl 
fields fer training ststions. . 

The final recomendat ‘on of the Scutheast Training Center for doukling 
its 3°, °0C training rate hed con+emrlated 10 new elyil primery sehcola, _ 
1 new baste sehool, 2 new advanced uigseveinn schools, ard 1 new flexible 
gumery scheol. Cn 31 Cecember 1041 the (CAC directed the center to take 
invedlete seticn te select sites needed ts triple the 30,CO0 rate, and on 
2 January the senter weg inatrected te select the “ites for stations 
needed tc accomplish its share of a 70,000 training rate. The deadline 
for the selecticn of sites fer the 5€,COO presram wes cet fer 22 February. 
To meet this objective the center recermmended five new primary schools 
‘for Camden, Ark., Jackson and Unicn City, Tenn., lefsyette, le., and 
Clarkeiele, Miste Two new beste schoris wers sited at Baintridce, Ga. 
(errreved on 14 “areh), ond at Dyersburg, Ternn., a site which vas sbande-ed 
in favor of Valrmt Ridce, rrke, vhen gradice costs for an over-all field 
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proved tc be execesive, A single-engine school was sited at Harlanna, 
Fie., 2nd the eonetreetinn of two new twineengine achocls was arrroved 
fcr Diythevivle, Ark. (en 3° “arch}, 2nd at Lewrencevii’c, Il. (on 8 
Avril). By February, aMter considerable indecision ss te whether such a 
facility cavld be evened at Mervell, the center hed selected a site at 
Teshville, Tenme, for 2 classificatior center. A flexible gunnery school 
was sited end authorized for Ft. Myers, Fla., and a navicstion school 
Wes tlaeced at Nenrca, lee (Cn IC February the center lest Earksdale 
Field to the Third Air Perce; the berherdier treining conducted there 
Wes neved tc Kirticnd Field, Albuaerce, ©. Mexe, a station just acquired 
by training aetivitless | 
The problems enemmtered in selecting and develering these stations 
. were mitifold., The necessity te avceid air congestion foreed the train- 
ing inte Arkenscs, Temnensee, and Tilineis. Mlelds in the Mississirpi 
delts and in Plorids cresented jrainage preblems; others, such as Paine 
bridce, presented crading difficulti«s. Construction of the theeter of 
epemetions housing at Nashville vas initielly delayed ty a prohibition on 
over=time labor, lew rrieritics for critical materials such as cast-iron 
water pipes caused additional deleys, but the first aviation cadets were 
sent there on 15 July 1942. The navicaticr school at Selman Pield, 
Monroe, In., was xlse delayed ty critics] materials, but eccupancy was 
taken on 15 September, Desrite drainazve di‘ficulties, the new Buckingham 
Army Airfield et *t. Myers, Flin., was found to be “adequ-te" to initiate 
training in September, At Mariamna excessive rains hindered building, 
bat by vorking tvertyefour hours a day the field was ready fer the 
training deadline 1] Cetober. Finel completion of the station at Beinkridge 
RESTRICTED 
, TEY INFORMATION ‘ 
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wae held up by nonedelivery of erities] materials, but the Meld opened 
on 7 Aurost. The long indecision in recard to Dyersburg necesearily dee 
leyed the eemrleticn of its substitute, “almit 2id-e, which did net begin 
baste Plight treining until 12 Ceteber. Georze Meld, laurenceville, | 
Tlie, mede uce ef 23 abande ed SCS buildings whieh were moved to its 
site, and {t began training Guring the fal” of 1942. Because of the hold- 
ur et Valmut Ridze three classes of basic flight training were given at 
the new Blytheville station, begirning on 6 Auzust. The cadets, however, 
hed te live under virtue? field corditions and the training aircraft oper= 
ated from ofted eid She primary sehcol expansion was accemr lished 
with an unprecedented speed. (n 31 Seeember 1941 the Defense Flent Corpo= 
ration, a subsidiary ef the Reconstruction Finance Corceration, purchased 
all cf the civil rrimary sch-ols (exeert Tosealeosa and the Tuskegee 
Institute) and leased them to their civil opematers. The same corporation 
alse financed and supervised the construetion of the five -dditional 
primary schcols needed by the $0,000 training rate in the Southerst Tretne 
ing Center 

The expansion oP the Southeast Training Center's stations to meet 
the 70,000 training r-te folloved closely on the heels of the 50,000 exe 
pansione On 3C¢ March 1942 the Flying Treining Commend dirested the center 
te locete stations to meet {ts share of an €0,000=pflot training program 
by 24 Sorte Threvgh a sreat decentralizetion of site selection astivity 
and much oral ecommmication via telephcne chamels, the center's site 
beards lecated four new basic sehocle at Newport, Ark. (authorised for 
ecnetruction on 1 May ), Greemvood, Miss., Courtlend, Aln. (both authorised 
on 5 May), and Malden, Mo, (authorized en 15 July). Advanced tvin- 
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Freeman Field, Seynour, Ind. (2 Maple! tia lanatsienastnay schools 
were established at Cape Sirardeau, Moe, ond Clewiston, ae 
The same shertezes and weather difficulties which were delaying the 

5CyO0O—pilot eenstructional rrogrm hindered construction umier the aime 
taneous 70,000«pilot: co- struction objective. Greemvocd, scheduled for 
comrletion on 1 Jenmary 19/3, was delayed by rains vhich prevented soil 
stabilization; yet basie Plight training bezan on 26 December 1942. lack 
of equipment, short labor, ternade winds, and inclement weather delayed 
ravine at Newport, but the airfield becan training on 3C December 19420 
The baste school at Courtliend, Als., began training on 1 February 1843. 
The fourth basic schoel—Malden, Moe—wes delayed by snow and reiny 
shortezes of of materials, and abnormal transfers of area engineering person= 
nel. It eculd not begin te train until 1 May 1943. Stuttgart, orcjected | 
as 2 twineengine schcol, ves surresed te heve been completed by 1 Cotober 
1922, tet the typical difficulties plaguing construction caused deleyate 
The field, however, was teken ever fer glider training in October and did 
not serve as e twin-engine sehecl until Mey 1943. Freeman Field at 
Seymour, Ind., deleyed by veether and the usual priorities difficulties, 
began training on 2 March 1943. Jurisdiction over the Third Air Force 
bese at Jackson, Misses, wes assumed on 1 May 1942, and the air bese ae 
used for Yetherlands Fast Indies esdet inva 

| The imereased training responsibilities aise forced the Southeast 
Treihing Center to expand {its pre-Fearl Harbor stations. Maxwell Field 
obtained additional barracke and its landing field was belatedly expanded 
te bring {t ur te re eee TCTED Alleover landing 
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at most of the center's airflelis. Auxiliar. fields were secured (in part 
from CAA Nelds) and improved, approximtely on the basis of one field 
te each 100 stuients in treining 2t each station. Sub-beses for the gum 
nery schools st Tyndall end Bue}ineham were acquired and developed at 
Aralechieola and Nerles, Fla. ? 
To deuble the 37,000 treining rate, the Gulf Cosst Treining Center 
“had recommended on 5 September 1941 that 1 would need tvo new primery 
schools, two new basic sekools, one new single-engine school, and two new 
ty'neengine achcols. ( 10 December 1943 the CCAC requested 1t to make 
& new pian for expansion based on a 5°,000 rete and taking cognizance of 
the fact thet undue expansion of existing stations might result in "overe 
saturating the air srace." The comprehensive revly of the training 
eenter, forwarded on 22 December, recommended no additional ier asshecls, 
establishment of two new besie schools, one new single-engine school, and 
four new twineengine sehcols. All nevication training was to be given at 
Ercoks, all observation training at Kelly, end all flexible gunnery 
training st Harlingen, but four additional boumbardier schools were to be 
pended. Cn 3] Recember the OCAG ordered the center te st.rt selecting 
sites for the 5,000 training rate, and on 16 January 1942 the Wer Depart= 
ment ordered the center to aproint the site boards needed for such work. 
An almost immediate deadline fer these recommendstions was fixed by the 
CCAC, end by a telegram dispatched on 24 Jamary the center recomended 
the establishment of two bonbardier schools at the new municipal eirports 
at San Angelo ond Big Spring, Texe, one advenced single-engine school at 
the Fagie Fass, Tex., municipal airrert, two advanced twin-engine schools 
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at the Sweetweter, Tex., sunicirel field, a new instruetors' school at 
Stinger Field, San Amtonic, Tex., and a new navigation school xt Hondo, 
Tex. Brooke was to become a tasie sehoel as gecn es observation training 
oculd he moved te Kelly. Most of these sites had heen favorghly recomsende 
ed in earlier investigations. A decision reached on 10 February ae te 
exrand obs-rvaticn training alloved Kelly te continue to serve a tyvin- 
engine sehool ang the inetrueters sehool. Greenville, Tex., ves recemend- 
ed as a basic seheol to replece Helly, end diffichlties et Sveetvater 

in locsting a boilding area led te a search for eancther basic sehool site. 
This sehool was fireliy set ue for Coffeyville, Kans. after much inves= 
ticntion of existing facilities whick eculd be leased, the center finally 
decided to build its clessificaticn center et Kelly reid. The center 
esteblisted ne new efyil primary picols to meet the 50,000 objectives it 
secured the exransien of ites existing 16 rrimery sehools by relecction of 
facilities at the main Plelds and t providing from three te nine guriliery 
Pields for cach of the primary schools. a, 

The ecnstructicnal problems in the Gulf Const Training Center roughly 
peralleled those in the Southesst, but in generel it seems to have en= 
countered less deley. Mejors Field at Greenville, Tex., and the airfield 
at Coffeyville, Fans., began flight training on 7 Sertenber and 12 
Mevember 1942. Foth stetions, hovever, were still under ecrsitruction 
at the time. Coffeyril le hegear: training with ne hangars; mud, snow, ioe, 
ard cold winds lowered the efficiency of both maintenance and training. 

The borberdier sehec]l et fan Angele used a CAA improved field, and the 
enstruction of all cf its feelilities vas nearly comrlete vhen training 
began on 26 Sertember. The other bemberdier school at Fig Spring eleo 
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used an imrroved field, end it bean 
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mn tra'nipe on 25 Systaateré The single= 

ene‘ne sthool st Earle Fars, utiligine still encther municipal field, 
evan treininge on 12 Sovembe 


Faeilities vere rushed et a new site near 
Homie, and on & Auctust the naviestion echecl wa 
Field. 


was moved there from Kelly 
The twineeneine sehocl] at Bleeklerd Pleid, “aco, Texe, crened for 
treirine om 15 Decexher. 


Searth Fieins Aery Airfield at lunbeek, Texe, 
rrofected -2 a twineengine scheel 
106 
sekcol on 15 July. 


wag orened instead es a glider pilot 
Plerning for tr 


. Installations te be necded for the 70,000 training 
rate virtually coincided with that for the 5°,COO progrem in the Gulf 
Cocat Traintne Center. on 3° ? 


fn 3° Mereh 1942 the Flying Training Cemmend 


axed for an irmediate decision on the new sites, end the next dey the 
Certer reecrmended Cefferville and 
Frerman 


Winfield, Femte,s for basic schools; 
ex., for em advanced single-engine sebool; and Yernen, LEBEL» 
anc Tlatmriey, Tex., and Altus, Ckla., for advenced trineengine sehocls 

These recommenistione vere modified by the 
7 tyril te 
Ceffeyvi tile | 


he evolving gituation, end: on 
rril Pour cite teerds were arrointed ty 


the center to study the rreblen. 
had te be eubstituted inte the 59,000 procren 


rocran, Evermen wag 
a sarcroved by the 14? heeance of its commitments te the Very, Lemesa 


ard Plainvie, were drorred because ef airespsce congestion. 
Byerna 


wes substituted for Coffeyvilles; 


Durant, Claes 
amre, Tex., for Lamesa; San Merces for 
Tater a site at Frederick, 
possibly te arrease Cklahome relitice] intereets. 
% 


la., vas taken im pleee of Vernon, 


ey the possibility 


In } 
thet Take Cherles, Ia., a field unsuited for night training because of 
rersistently lev overessts end night fers, eevld be traded off te the 
Fy, ”_ 


Third Air Foree vreserted itself, and a site et Eryan, Tex., was 
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finally selected to rerlsee it. In June the airfields at Gerder City and 
Dedee City, Kans., vhich were being develered for Eritis: trairing, were 
transferreé tc the center, and the field et Liberal, fans., was sinilerly 
resented to the certer in Septenber. These easy acquisitions permitted 
some rendjustrent, and sesoréingly the civil cehecl] et oredy which had 
beer used ss a basic Plicht school was ree: -verted into a primary schoole 
van Yaerees was chanced from a s'’ngleeengine sehecl to to @ navigetin sehecle 
the decision te turn Dryvan ints en ingtructers seheoc] led te the celec= 
tion of ancth r site for the scheel which was te be toved from lake Charles. 
This site was located at Victoria, Tex. Sites eat Childrezs, Zel Rigs 

and Laredc, Tex., vere protesed on 31 Marek for tecberdier schcols, bat 
leredc wes ister used for a gumery sehcol. By this alnest inc-edible 
exount of trading ed substitution, the center filled its needs for new 
seh-o2 stiee It alee obtained three sdditional civil primery schocls 
ot Avenger Field, Sweetwater, Tex., at Yaxahetekie and El] sono, Tex., 


ané the erimery schcole used by the British at Fonee City, Gila, Niemi, 


¢ 


Ckle., and Terrell, Texe 
There were additions! ch-rces in the utilization of the stations 

tween the tine of the inftfetion of ecnetruction and its cemrletion. 
The station at Pryen opened as en instructors echool on 21 Merch 19435 _ 
floe Army Airfield st Victoria received the single-engine school fron 
take Charles on 22 Jeuary 2943. Tel Ric became a Be26 transition school 
ineterd of a benvbardier school, and the three other temberdier sehedls 
were exminded to make up the cifferencee Cn 26 April 1943 the staticn at 
Nodge City also orened es a Fe2é transition school. Garden City, considered 


as @ tvin-engine school during the plenning, cpened es a besic echoes] on 
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16 Jonuery 16/3, _Lteral » the third of the Fensns stations originally ine 
tended for the Sritish, began fo. r-engine transition training on 22 Marsh 
1943. The twin-engine schor] at Frederick, Chla., began training en 23 
Srril 1643, while thet et Altus began training on 14 Jemery 1943. Strother 
Field, “Unfiela, Kars., began besie training on 15 Secember 1942; Laredo 
ste-ted gunnery training on 3° Kevemter 1942; ‘ape oraned twin-engine 
training on 12 Cecember 1942: San Merees started ite first elass of nevie 
geters on 22 February 1943; end Childrese becan berbardier training on 
2° Yebrucry 1943. Still ancth-r basie flight acherl crened at Independence, 
Kenge, On 22 Mareh 1943. Typical constructional 2iffiealties vere encoun 
tered at most of these fields. In addition, work at Aloe was showed by a 
hurricane, work at Serden City was slowed by dust storms, end cor struction 
et Inderendence wes hindered by a herd winter. New auxiliary Pielde were 
eee for these as well eas for the older treinine stetions in the 
centers me 

troblews of site selection for the 50,000 and 70,0C0 prozrams were 
most perplexing in the “est Coast Training Center. ‘There, because of 
geogravhical and elimstic charseteristics, it ultinntely became necessary 
to select sites with elevations higher than were deemcd best, where 
wtilities vere hard to obtain, and where weather was not ideal, The task 
was further com licated by the neceesity of avoiding the costal defense 
areas along the Facifie. For the rropesed doubling of the 30,000 tra tring 
rate, the center kod recemmended on 21 August 1942 thot 1+ weuld have 
to acd six primary echools, to corvert four existing primary schools inte 
basic seheoig, end te open two new advanced sehocls. On 26 December 1941 
the OOAC directed the center te make immedicte plans te train on a 50,000= 
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pilet level, end five days lster the projected plan requiring an output 
of 70,000 silets ver yeer v.34 explained te the center. OfPfielal instrute 
ticns te arroimt site boards were issued on 1¢ January 1942. Tasting the 
letter cert ef the sare momth sites were insrected at Marans, Ariz. (near 
Tuesc: )y rite Sehbe; Fe Mexe, at Cerlabad, & i, Mexe, enc at Fecos, Texe, 
and early in Mareh a site becrd reece mended Dening, H, Mex. All of these 
sites vere subsequently elecred for schools. Feur additional civil 
vrimery scheols were needed, and during January a secord primary schecl 
wee sited at “hoenix, Ariz., near tht alveady operating there (Thunder~ 
tied Feld). During January and Februery a primary sehool was loco-ted 
rear “l-the, Celif., oni the remaining primery schools were loested with 
somevh-t more aifPteulty ot Pcs Palos, Salif., and Fort Stockton, lexe 
Tae ictter site wae cleared although it vas in the Gulf Cerst Training 
Senter's ares of eka 

The nev stetions were brought into use fairly quickly. firtland 
Field, Albuquerque, ¥. Mex., was acquired from the Feurth Air Force 
(chich was concentrating on the Tagifie Coc:st) shortly afte- Fegrl Harbor, 
and it heean funeticnine as a hemberdier schocl on 16 Secemter 2641. Cone 
struction began et the “erans site on 16 Arril and was far enough cam 
rleted te permit the first hesic training te begin on 2 August 1942. 
esrite severe local ?ust sterme construction was rushed at Tecos, thus 
rermittinge basie flight training te begin on 2 Sertember. The school at 
Cerlshnd mje use of a mmicipsl Meld, and construction, which -egan in 
Mey, was far enough advanced te permit bocbardier training in Cetober. 


Hoths hectan training during the first week in September as ‘ te ngine 
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transition seheol. Final arprovel of the Teving site vas not given util 
April, and te herdfer treining consequently could net. begin until the mide 
die ef Mecember 1942. All of these fields vere still under construction 


rt 


when they vere opened. Marana, for exemzle, had no lendin: erea other them 
iriy level strir of desert, erd a detail cf men hed te fill rat heles 


on the land'ng surfaee deliv. ft Feeos nc cust paliiatives or sedding 


cut te 100 feet. oth Feecs and Tert Steckton suffered from w.ter shortages. 


Few of the towns near the stations coud house personnel entitled to Live 
oP? the rests. At Marans civilian employees hed to cocmute G4 miles a 
day te and from Tucser. The first classification work was carried on at 


temrerary detachments at Minter -nd williams Fields, but this function 


' Was corcemtreted at Santa tne when the classification canter opensd there . 


1 


on 15 dome 1042. 

Although ruch of the rianning hed been done, the sites for edditional 
sthools needed for the 70,000 training rate in the sest Coest Training 
Gerter vere formally chesen during April 1642, The center reccemended 
sites et Douglas, Kinsman, and Yuma, Srig., and at Nerfa, Tex. Another 


school, rlanned for Hinslow, Ariz., was ch-nzed to le Junta, Colo., 


when the field under corstruction there was release@ by the Eritish train= 


ing program. Two new civil scheols wer’ aequired at Twenty-Nine Palms, 
Calif., end at Wickenturg, Ariz. Both stations had heee built for the 
glider training effort and both began primary flight training in Merch 
1943. Because of conflicts with defense activities the primary schocl 
which hed been operating at San Diego, Calif., was moved to Tueson, Arize, 
and opened there on 28 Fay 1942. Basie students at Ontario were trange= 
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and seve fmericen students were entered in the rrimery school at Mesa, 
égte., vhen the Erftish becan curte! inz training there in Fovember 1942. 

These new desert staticne were treicht into use ss exreditionsly as 
wee vo cible desrite yrrebleus of umewallable civiltan housing, herd water 
in senree surriy, dust, and extremexly high temreratures which lower 
morvle and tretning effeetivenccs, At la Jun‘s the center acquired 
Pritieh facilities which were nearly ninety ae cent cemrlete, and treining 
at the sdveneced tyin-encine scheol there becan on 2 November 19642. Kingman, 
used cs 2 gumery schoo] because of the excelent rances nearby, beren 
tratpine in Jeruery 19/3. sdvanced singleeerrine treining bercan at Tuma 
on & Tomary 19/2. Work hevan at Bougirs in June 1947, ané the station 
began to fancts on as & tsin-entine seheol on 7 veeember 1047. On 22 May 
1943 the field at Fert Sumner, §. Mey., ubich hed been training giider 
Tote vee chenced te an advanced tylneencirne rilet school. 

Procurement of facilities for the exranding 24P elider pilet presroms 
seeemranied the SC,00OQ- ond 70,00=pilot augmentations. After e long 
yertcd ef studied Irdifference to slider training, the AF hed berm a 
emell treining provrar. in dyme 19/41, making use of civil scheole at Fimira, 
FY. Ye, ord Teekrort, Tl, An additions] sehoc? was crened under a sivile 
fen contractor et Twenty-ine Falms, Sslif., in denusry 19.7. Gernen 
militery snecesees with clicer transrert, psrticuleriy the invesion of 
Crete, enused the AAT te issue during 1942 « mamber cf elider treining 
ebiectives which were seecingly ineencruous with beth the materiel evaile 


14, 
able for training ond the tactical need for such perscrmele Fer the 
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most rert the trefring centers used efvil scheels anc Army Plelds which 


were under conztriction te meet the bulk of their glider pilot training | 


renrcneihiitties. The Southeast Trainine Center tock ever the efvil seheol 


{9 


at. Finirs om 1 “sy 1642 and subsequently ebteired civil schools at & rend 
Forks, Fe Dey Srockston, Reehenter, Stillwater, and “onticel oy Firnes | 
ard at Jane eville end Anticc, Wise. ‘The Elmira school was coved te Mobile, 
Alea, in Fume 1947. ‘ve other schools were opened st Starkville, Hissey 
and Greenville, -. Ceg geod results vere obtsined et sreenville but 
Stertyitie ves abordencd on G deteher It/7. Teekbourne Field, being 

tilt ac sr allerurrere air hase, wes obteineé ss a tenrorery glider school 
tp dune IOLS ond vas used umti? Cetoher 1642 as an sdvenced glider ritet 
sehecl, The traintre vas then mevet te the airfield under constructicn 


at .tutteert, ary., orernine there cr 12 Cetoter, During the spring of 
3 § : i 2 


1943 all glider trefning activities of the Scutheast Training Center vere 


clocede The Gulf Se-et Training Senter in Deeexter 1942 maintained 
eiyil ecertrect elementery glider schrols «t Tentsn, Tex., camilton, Texe, 


Chruleec, Cklee, ané Tittshorg, Kanses tesie glicer achcels at Lamesa, 


Tex., ond Vinita, Cklas; end trey sdveneced glider schools at Dalhert and 
Lehteek (South Fledns Arey Airfield), Tex. Erior to this time the center 
had need sehools at Spencer, Ieve, “ars, Fans., Lonoke, Ark., Aberdeen, 
S. Te, Goodland, Eanse, 2nd Amarillo, Tex. The sehocis at “ays head moved 
te Genten in Sertember, there at Srencer hed mov ed ts Uanilten in Cetober, 
nd the other three hsd been discontinued. Turing the spring of 1943 

= of the schools excert that at South Flains, which remained the only 


ray advanced giider training school, were elosea,!t® The Vest Const 
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Felms schocl 4m Jermucary 1620, and during 16/2 it bed chtintred Jurisdiction 

ever ether eertr-et schools at Yiekenburg, Arise, Fert Morcan, Coloes 

Slevis (Tecumesri}, ". Mexe, Zig Sering (Artesia), Tex., Fleinvicv, Toxe, 

“Pa an cmsy edvenced glider sehool at Fort Sumner, EF. Mex. In Fovember 

19042 ancther Army advanced glider school wes crened «t Virtorville, Calif. 

Tap'ms the carly port cf 16/3, in compliance with the Flying Training 

“mnmand ts order to cesse gifider training, all ef the schools were closed 
137 

ard glider training wes ecreentrated at Senth Fleins. 

mpletion of the constmueticn required to meet the 77,COC vflet 


* 


enjestive marked the vegk of the Plying tredr.ing facility exrension. Ale 
thouch « ecvridershie ereunt of rlemnins wes conducted fer exrension for 

6 19,00 epile’ troining rate, this rlarning was scrapred in Decanter 1042. 
The further trainings exrensiens were net by reducing the living srace per 
man te £0 scuere Peet, by the uce of tentarve, field k‘tebens, ard rit 

; - aang, 2b 
*etrines, ené by the procurenent of cove sdditicnal auxildery fielis. 


The rresrar of expansion thrust 7 


tion in “orlé “er TI wee nlticntely te involve es six-fold incrense in the 
INC, COO tretring rate orerstive im Tecember 1941. The procurenent of 
feotMities fcr this great exransten was scneawhat complicated by the fect 
tret during mest of 1642 and 1943 the command hed ne definitely scheduled 
overenl] training ohjectives; in effeet it hed to train the men vhe vere 
9 
sent te it tn commitments witch ofter fluctusted from week to weeke On 
20 danucry OAT, hevever, the corsand was given the suthorit; to arreint 


ite own site boards, and durtng the spring of 1947, as hes been sean, the 
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AAP acde arrancenents for remitting the cermand to lease additional intere 
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4m fontlities voieh were nee“ed for the rapid augmentation of the strength 


_ yee 
ef the Aa, 


P : 2 
New headeucetern were cecneicned hy the irsiring auementeticr snd new 


: 2 a s 

Paotl ities hed te we previded for them. Vefor Jeneral Valter 5. -eaver 
Sgt ars 2 noes 30 9% 4 347% 

Bueied comamd of the “eghnfenl Trainivg Cermend on Lf February 16/2, 


and sircat immediately he amncunced th.t commend hesdousrters would *te 
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moves to the amar’ 
whers ig woulé he “in elose rreximitr te hash‘ngter." Transfer of the 
heatauarters te a hotel Gchieh was Tesred for $30, 9°C 2 year) Was BeCothe 
vlisheé on 16 Arrtl, "He afrrort, callie? “nolivoct Ptela, slse had to be 
imrroved fom the use of the heade arters, ani after severel additional 
hoto-ls were essed, the eneeieevans saG ACcemmetated as well as ro:sible 
in a comminit: wiieh a-ravently resented the rresent of the Army. O& 5 
Vareb the ‘ar Terartment Tiveeted the orreniiaticn of four aatcict 
hendqusrters within the “sennieal rats 
(ith heegouarters at leleigh, ~. C.), Second Metriet (uith heciquarters 


6 kal 


eic arters at Tuller, Cklae), 
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ana Fourth Mstrict (-ith heagcusrtere »t Denver, Sclo.e). tach of the . 
Aistriet occmancers was pat in general curervicion cf the technical 
schools in his zeceravhiesl district, and General “erver also echerced then 
with the eeneral resrorssbility of selecting feciiities to house their 
porecmnel, All final rlans for ecr nstrueticr > hovevor, hed te te forvarded 


; Pann Commend os ‘ 
te the hesdoverters cf the Teeknies] Training Commard, and thence to the 


rs a 


nt 


LAP, In September 1642 the tistrict com-enders vere aithorized to take 


mi eetien in the name of the Technics] Training Command for rrojects 


‘RESTRICTED 


ANSe66y Ghape IV SECURITY INFORMATION — ho 


eosting less ther 44°,000. They were suthorized tc aprrove layouts, to 
make minor chenses in viens, and te aprrove plot plens for ecnstruction 
at fsctcry schools, (nm 30 kevember 1942 a Fifth District use activated 


tc ccrtro] ell techrifcs] training activities in the stete ef Fierids. 


122 
eb of the district headquarters oceupied leased gpuce. 


hae 
Pursuant te General Arnold's direeticns tc push construction end to 
lecse for imeciate nesds, the Technical ire ning Commend launched e 
pregrer along heth line . During 194? ard 1943 elaht nev technies] ireain~ 
ing instalinticns were rushed Into operaticne At ‘earns, Uteh (Just cute 
ride of Selt lake Sity), e plot of 1,405 seres was purchased, a contract 
for a tester of crerations cantorment vas Jet on 16 cumey end sagic 
Training Cemter Ho. 5, wes opened on 20 July, although construction was 
met corrleted umtil Cetever 1942. i construction directive on 2asie 
Tre'nine Genter lose 16 et Goldsbore, Re Coy was issued to the Corpa of 
fmgineer: on le cetecber 1943, but the post, delayed in construction by 
rains vea not active’ed until “sreh 1943. Iand adjacent tc the hadisen, 
Wiees, munielpel air-ert ves purchased, the airrort: wes leased in April 
1942, A Gen ntonnent was ecnstructed, and on 3 August 1942 classes were 
tecun et Truax Field in fadic Sei.001 kOe 32 The location ef the cantone 
ment srea ina former rest bog: ij decision dicteted by the fact thst no 
other erca of anfficient size could be had adjaccnt to the airfield) ultie 
metely raired the eests cf construction by $6,000,000 over the original . 
estimcted cost of £12,000,00C. ay Seriember 1945 Truex with a cangcity 
of 16,774 mor had cost 718,253,051 while Amarillo with a housing carscity 
of 16,778 had cont only $13,912,974. itadio Sehecl So. 4 was iccated on a 
ieaved site adjacent ic the Sioux Falis, &. Se, municipxl airrort. Lespite 
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1 
storm damaves in May, the school begern treinine on 2 duly igs 

231 of the new mechanics schecis vere located edjacent te mmicipeal 
airfields. 4t Amer’lle, Tex., the goverment lensed Jand adjacent to 
Fne4eh Pield on 26 Nereh 3642, end by Aucust the certerment vas avproache 
tne comrletion. Training becar on 7 Sertemter 1642. Construction ran 
nearly tue months ahead of schedule nt Lincein,g Neb., and the seheo] began 
there on 6 Aly 1922. The zecharfes school at Seymour Johnson Field, 
“reenshoro, 1. C., heren tr.iring = IO Aucust 1GLe wetle ite esrteorment 
wes still under senstruction. 8 Gulfrort, Mirs., the covermment leesed 
the field which w-.s heing inmrroved by the "AA and, altheugh corstruetion 
wes only ahovt twoeth'rds comriete at the time, training bezan on 2 
Serterber 1912."°3 

Since the ongtruet cr of theee installations wee relatively simile, 
remnirire only thonter of eperctions housine with lindted airfield develop= 
rent, the time tnterval hetween the initiation of vork and setual use of 
the etatione wae fairly short. Construetion costs, hovever, esosred under 
the exredited rrocecdures. Fy Sertecher 1645 the elsht stations originally 
eorstrneted for the Teehnies] Training Comiend, with a ecrbined housing 
cor-city of 130,924 hed ecet f12°,673,862. The stations were emong the 
nest expensive ecnateucted for the AAF. The exfck uttlizetion of these 
roush ly constructed facilities ates caused seve herdst:ips to rersornnel seo 
honed. Resptiiretery diseases et Kearns, Truax, ond Sioux Falls ecnstie 
tuted an alnect corstert pecbler during the winter menths. Inelezent 
weather brrned the rertly ceomrieted cerrs inte m “dy veges. “4 

The sreat influx of ren curing 1942 also brought ebeut an expansion 
of existing facilities. Conetruction of # eantonment at Buckley Feld, 
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prev! ously 2 fiel2 vuxtlierr v to Lourv, vas hem on § Vey, 


1922 armament treiring was hegem there. Sreee al otmente a 
wes redres? fren Bo enviere feet wer nan te a square fect : rer mar as 
accordance with Arr, “pgalation L0mOCE Argasdon 71 Teeen-or 1S BL | Tent 
carre vere ersotes ta take CAT the overflow. ne mace tent ear. et a 
Jerre “gon berrachc, bh ous ing 8 cerexinetely 12,°06 NOt, enced eras diffe 7 
culties: aed a conves during the erring of 1942 mad tor hesith 
pnaieee nyi the Suet thet acre of the men housed “here had te march on 
ed te the ine? fick Sey ef the Bytes : 
rr) ordered ebandc 86 heros the 
ee eae enlisted nen ty tom 


Sherrard Tiel¢d “erracks weve se eroded 


% ib 8 Peer ee “ Serene en ween s * 
ven with the cerstroeticr of mew stations and witk the atnest exr aD 


it “as still = i Pemtly inrossible for the . 


Teokntenal Trsiring Temend to house ahd train all of its persemnel tn 


Avev inctelist crs, “Uretiities ‘whieh ec culd be le~sed hed ts Purr ish & 


“etorecan” sedition te the probler, Seneral eat oe aman known fer his 


*r¥ 


ant ts Sones § . *t pe 
> Geotded Patriy early that he eculd w 


oe fe Oe a ian oar : 
“iy there in resert erces which rere 


v 


ter energercy——to house a at of Bu Ls 


rlan as @ sonevhet yanerdoda exrert: sriert, 


end set Tying, teroral “eaver, hovever, mainte’ ned thet "ihe be ext 
“hotel Pose. is mone tos good for the tnerfeen scl ier.? Shand Cesc, 


4 


Flees hed hotels = rd etertrents for 90 10S winter tourists, end Inte is 
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1941 tt wee faced vith the rresrest of a ereatly ourts led tourt st tradew 


Rerty in February 3942 a erour of Miaci citizens ecoording] ly Anferzed 


. Soneret-" "enver thet 17 gC woos were Ince Miele ly avea‘ishle and the th 


ce tan mt St $ Pag te, ot Be A lag ee area Fs gel 
FP CO re gevie te hed he Greil. UMthin five Jays after the arrival of 
a” at te i od TS! ee f Leper? = ey, Se a eS m ° 
senoral “enyar Iq Moat on 14 ‘ekruery, the Air Corrs Officer Candid 

; : 


Cpt Pree, | ss ty 7 Sevhaey ee eee aa 
ferec’t vag loretad tr lensed facilities st 


* 
< 


Yr scdittenn’? heste trafnine 


‘prtrire Sher] ure orened there, «ni st the rear ef its sites ae at 


Mien d thn 3B heeead sheng OF ae meg BOK Y res eb 
Miend the army housed chant 27,00 nen tn acce 326 hotels ond arate ent 
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Senter Ta. 6. Fvevtnatiy ecue 5° hotels as arartrent bulidings were 

1 sD - : y . 4 . i a , = . 
tive duc te n resciratery er sor an SWditiors2 BOO C1 nen ane ox ome vas 
fr ute Beste Tretning Terter Ne. 7 wes : sefebl ticked In LF ketels et 
fttantte Gite, “se T., in ame 102. © Surire the fell ef P42 the cucta’ | 


of redte orereters te he tretred vas eudder"y inorcesed from 42,000 te — 


IGT ,ANG, an anomerteaticn to be aeaeupltshe? by the erd oP the yeer. * Eooamse 


oo 


ef the -receure of the tratring, Teners Veaver” Be Cur ordemnaticn roe 
cectiras encriite the gevernment te tebe ever the Shevers, Ccrasre SB, cand 
Suditertom Fetele ir dem toon Thfieago by 1 incust ILS, The 6 ore cP? 
"ne inoers evbeegt atiy heneht the Stevers for 84,000, coo. sinee it was 
mere econen omficel te tay it than te rev the vent vise the odirte were “abort 
to alow. Severe) other tmildines were le: ee Guieteh oid ndemnetiony and > 


elneses nt Reade schoo! Yt. 5 ‘began en l Schecien: it Svand Rapids, 


MWehey two hotels and severe] other tufldines vere leased under mere 
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eo” 1912 for the use cf a sree Sale 


enieobie etreumeotances 
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sense Gehecl, weish opened 


in addition to aes Jeased facilities, the Technics? Traizing Command 
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farsed cut a creat number of its trainees to efivillan ingtitations. 
Ververd Uniwersity secan treinine elesses of 3°° student officers every 
five weeks in June 1942 In 9 srecial stetisticeal aioe Other men 
were giver trsin‘ing in civil cortrast technical achecle, mechanics! sehools, 
end in factery training schools. In Mey 1943, shortly tefcre such de= 
teched training wae curtailed, the command hed etudents in 35 contract 
teohnionl aehoola, in 13 efvilien mecharies echocls, in 1 factory training 
achocls, and in 5 machinist sehccls. Meteoro ogy training was being 

giver at thet time in § ce leves and universities, end 12 ecllegea and 
universities vere giving clerics] Saute Housing et rest of theses 
factory, teehnice!, end mee arics echccls vas usually fair te unsetisfao~ 
tery. ‘otele, barracks, YMCA bulldincs, hemcers, motor courts, end indus- 
trtal twfldings were “red by sueh eche-1e in the Seecrd Mstrict. At 

ene aehool the students hs te use the showers at a high school two 

blecks fren their living quarters“? 

The excloyment. of these leased feetlities vas undoubtedly less satis= 
| fectery than the use of: irwy ernterments et reguler stations would have 
heen, tut 1 did resiit im savings in lator end oritica) meterials at 
a time vhen the mation's strength was herd yressed to neurt a successful 
wer effort. From a lenverange viewroint, certtal ‘and productive effort 
uhteh would etherwise heve gone Inte temrorary berracke with little post- 
Wer selwsce value to the mation was seved. In Ceteober 1012 a Houss inver= 
tigeting committee revorted that the cost per man at Miam! was eonsid~ 
erably heloc the amcumt which weuld heve been spent in housing the same 
man in Army barracks. Although the Senste's war investigsting committee 
eeneluded thet factiitics hed been obtained at Miami at an anmal rental 
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six months to ecretruct, it alee thought thet the AAP hed exercised too 
much persuasion anc even intimidation in negetisting leases there. It 

48 also significant thet the fem, in ite much criticized purchese of the 
Stevens Hotel in Chieege (2 hotel which hed been built at an over-capitel~ 
ised cost of arrroxicctely §2°,000,0C0) eomrlete vith tts furnishings 

for 6,000,000, Iter raalized £441,000 from the sale of surplus furmish= 
ings end seld the hotel efter ocetrying it for more than a yeer for 
$5,000,000. 

Frior te Fearl 


Harber the act ivetion and training of new groups had heen sceomriished by 
splitting off eadres from old ercars, filling ur the new groups with ree 
eruits, an’ giving coorerative training between the two ecabat groupe until 
the offesrring had efficient rersonnel and skill te coecuny a seperate air 
bese. With the beginning of the var, hovever, it was necessary to nove 
mest of the eld groups overseas, leaving only a few grours cerable of give 
ine rarenthood and training te offering. Moreover, the Pirst and Fourth 
Sir Forers hed imrortert defense missions end covld cive only Mrited | 
attention to the trairing of new groure. The Seeerd and Third Air Porees 
vere secordingly given the mission of training beth new creups and re= 
vlacenent crews. The I Troop Ssrrier Cemend vas esteblished and provided 
with steticns for similar pur-oses. For a short time @ring 1942 the T 
Concentraticn Command staged the new units in their overseas novenents. 
Feer of these functions needed new air bases and auxiliary airfields. 

For the first five months of 1912 the Firet Air Foree deweted moet 
of its tine ard attention te the afr defense situaticn along the Atlantic 
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sozst, but on 2 May the I Intereenter Command (te be redesignated on 15 
May ss the I Mghter Comand in the general recesignetion of “porsuit® 
unite se "Mehter® units) was directed te lay ent an CTU presram. By ate 
teehing a‘matellite group te cath of its operating groups for three nonths 
cf surervised on-theejeb trairing at its sreur and squadron st,tions, 16 
was te fill beth.defensive and training miseie:s. (Cn 1 dame the air force 
was formally directed te onerete three Crerations!] Training Units (orts), 
tart it subsequently was able te oren only two. These two CIU's, hovever, 
crersted under the Yow York and Philedelnhie Fighter Wines during 1942 
and 1913." The Fourth Air Force, like the First Air Force, ves rri- 
mertiy oeeurted with a defensive mission, but in Nay 4% vas also directed 
te orsate two on-the-job fighter CTU's and one OTU for Fe38 units during 
1942 and 1613. Beth of the gir forces used their Installaticns vhichk 
they hed developed for defense in their training programs, and, except 
for some additional housing, they required nc new facilities. 

The Seeend Air Force, as hes heen seen, was relieved from defense 
setivities on the Faeifie Cosst during January 1942 and assigned a mission 
of tratnirg heavy tocbomiment crours and rerlacerent erews. The loss of 
its bases on the ccast, however, left the air feree with only Fendletor, 
Gowen, “eiger, and Salt lake City for the initistion of its training. (n 
26 Jarvnry leviseMonthean Field at Tugsor, Ariz., was transferred to ity 
and on 21 Hereh the fielé neering comrletion at the Yendover Benbing Ranges 
was elevated to the status of an air aa ( 1 March 1942, when the 
heavy terher develormert rrogran was officially begun, the Second Air 
Force set up rarent Cit croups et Davis-Monthan and Fendleton with their 
off-srring grours at tet and Goven. Use of vendover and Selt lake City 
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was postroned until the next cyele of training six weeks Ister, when it 


wee velieved weather would he better. In April these two Melcs received 
neviy setivated pees in order to bring ur the badiy deficient 
level of technical training, the Second Air Foree established a cemr in 
PSA barracks _t Yakima, “ash., and trained mechanics at the Perry Institute 
there. Amoth-r field training unit for redie operators was set up, and 
cashineton State College, Pullwan, ashe, and two civil clerical schools 
were used toe train elerks. For training gumrers and navigators 1+ set 
ur @ school at Camry Sever. Mile near Spckene, Wash. These sebcols ecntine 
wed in operation until lete 2. During April 1942 a series of heavy 
tember aceidents at Fendleton led te the decisicn te exchenge the rerent 
erenc there an? the Avistion Engineer regiment in training st Davis-licuthane 
This movement wae rade e.riy ieee | 

This rrogram utilized the existing facilities te the utmeste fm 1 
Apri 1942, Major Seneral F, L, Martin, commanding the Seecnd Air Fores, 
aceordingly asked fer the rerid com-leticn of the air “eses being built — 
at Welle Walle and Re-id City and for the construction of now heavy besber | 
bases at Foe.tetlo, Idahc, Great Felis, Morte, Yalima, dash., Salina, Eansey 
and Caerer, we Each of these sites had been recommended by en Gea 
group site bexrd, and within e week the Directorate of Base Services had 
forwerded requests for land accuiaition at Selina, Great Falls, and 
Foeatello te the Corrs of Engineers, Cther requests for Casper and Yakim 
seer to have followed.” | | 

On 14 Mey 1942 Brigedier General Robert Cla easmumed commend of the 
Seeond Afr Foree, and be almost immediately prerered larger exrgneion plans 
in anticipstion of all heavy bombardment CTU and RTU fumetions being 
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assigned te the air force. By the end of May he had decided to abandon 
the idea of giving al) trairing to new greurs and combat crews at single 
stations in fevor of three rheses of trainirg, each of 30 deys duration, . 
te be given at serarate staticns. Third phase training us te be given 
under simalated eorbat corditions and required the groups to operste fren 
squadron airfielis. Wie first casting of the program (someviet chenced 

in execution) recuired first phase tases st Gelcer, Gower, and Devise 
Monthan; second these bases xt “alle Walla, Nendever, ene Alamocordo; 

and third these bases at Great Falis, with seteliite squadron airdrones 
at Cutbent, levistor, and Glasgew, Mont.; Ravid City, S. Dake, with satele 
lites at Merre and Philir, S. Take, and Seottebluf’, Nebes end Sioux City, 
with setellitee at furor, atertown, end Meson City, S. Dake The location 
of the satellite airdremes v.s obvicusly tentative. For the expansion 

ef combat crew training during 1943 General Clie wented to add airfields 
at Ephrate, Jash., Capper, Wyo., and Topeke to each of the three phases. 
For the expansion of CTU training during 1943 he vented te add Pocatello, 
Fuable, and Salina te the three rhases. Selt leke City vas to receive 
and rrecess all rer:onrel coming inte the air tee This plan of . 
organization was srrreved by the AAP on 11 June 1942. 

The sreeified rlan fer the use of alr bases wes almost imedictely 
wurerseded as the Second Air Ferce embarked upon an extremely comrlicested 
negotiation for new facilities. HKequirenen's were established and revoked 
simest according to the cerrices of the dally situations Onl dime, for 
exerrie, Seneral Clits requested the assignment of such of the main beses 
mentioned in his plan as were not alre,dy in the Second Air Perce fold. 
He also requested the sites or loeal airfields at Fratt, Kans., Lordsburg, 
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Ey Maxey Engie, KF. Mex., and Sink, Tex. As satellites for Walle Walling 
he asked for the local eirfielis at Madras, Nedend, and Burns, Cre. Fer 
air surrert use, he esked for the new base st El Fasc. Since he hed na 


need for Yakima, Generel Clis mentioned thst he had epncelled construction 


53 


direet‘ves there. The sites requested were aseigned, but slmost at 
once the Seecnd Air Forse found thet it did not need Lerdsburg, Engle, 
and winks The field st Burns, betne built by the CAA at a site vhich 
tesa Cl's found unsatisfactory for heavy bortberdment vas also released. 
Tn Keneas end “ebreske, where the Navy hed cleared for its use severel 
of the fields desired br the Seeond Air FPoree, Senerel Cids met addition= 
al difficulties, and, sfter a crest deal of bickering, he succeeded in 
gettirg erly ane site—thet at Srend Isiand, Sebs=—~out of tive sites 
bsaiega Sy Jaiy Wie constant tds estan hed Saetn ko eeeree ah 
intelligible form. The 44? arvroved the corstructicn of three bases with. 
somralied “blind™ lending Pielde having one runway 10,000 by SOC feet in 
dimensions, three disrersed satellite fields and 18 cther setellite Melds 
with normal rerking end taxiways, and a new air tease at Fyote, Tex. In 
fueust the AAP mrthorized the construction of the over-sized landing 
ftelis, suitable both for instrument landings and for Be29 and Be32 oper~ 
atiors, necr Ephrate, Yash. (subsequently called Moses Iake Army Airfield), 
at Sleris, =. Mexe, and »t Seliva, Hans. Sr Cecembher a fourth over-sized 
lending field had been authorized for a new bese et Mountain Home, tahoe 
The loention ef the satellite fields, hevever, ecrtimed to neet 
elearance diffiewlties. Ca 9 September General Clas protested bitterly 
thet the Seeord Air Foroe had “been greatly hindered in meeting the come 
mitwents made ese in the rreduction of heavy bombardment units and erews 
RESTRICTED 
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due ts the slowness resulting arrarently frem the extremely complicrted 
rrecedure invelved in the arrrove” of scnstructicn projects and the 
‘issuance of construction directives.” fy 1 Cetober he required the use 
of eateliites for Sioux City et Netertowr «nd Mitehel, 5. "ek., ard at 
Semtbner, “ebe3 satellites for Great Falls at Cutbank, Slesgow, end 


lewistor, Monte; satellites for Rapid es at Pierre, 5. Cake, end et 


Aineverth end Seotisblut’, Neb.es ond satellites for Toreks at Truning, Febey 
ame ost Tatrment ond “errineton, Fens. Yr 1 Cecenber he vant ted setetlites . 
for Satine at “elker, Great Pend, and i, NeMse, an satellites for 
valia Kelle st Madras ant Redrend, Cre. By 1 february he would need the 
sate? titea for Feerney ct MeGeok, Grand Tslend, and Farverd, Feb. In 
rebutts? te the chervee of undue deler ? the Sores of Engineers dieclained 
Sary cart in delaying the ornstructicn o? the Seeond Air Poroe rrojectse® 
Before a comstmicticn dfrective eenld he iseved it hed te vet a rrogram 
Prom the : °F, the stte had te be clesret by the AAP with the Interderarte 
sertel Mir TrePfte Cortrol Forrd, and there <igo had te be a "reascteable 
‘ assurance™ thet a real estate Sivective weuld be iseucs befcre any site 
seyisition procedure could *e sterted. It tock an eaverape of lesa than 
one Cex te i-me a constructicn directive after the receirt of 2 prezrem 
or s resi estrte directive, ond constructicr: hed actuelly been Initiated 
at the airfMlelis in qnesticn in sn averare time ef less than 13 deys 
after the ismance of the censtrnetion direct'ves. The Cifice of the 
hie? Tagineer, nevertheless, urced its Pivision Engineer's to expedite 


the work on the satellites still wake 


Thies tortucously cevelored procram of exvansion rerresented the peak 


of the construetic:n ef new installations fer the Seeord dir Force during 
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the wer reriod. Some additionel construeticn at the existing beses was, 
hevever, vermitted heesuse cf additiens] requirements. (n 5 November 
1OL2 the Mrector-te of Ease Services netified the Seecnd Air Force thet 
the rrecresming of construeticn et AAT establishments would have to be 
breucht te on end end thet deter 1 Seeerber 1642 new projects would have 
to be clesred with the Yar Froduction Heer JF fenersl] Clds replied that 
while it was desivable tc bring varetime construction te an end, he did 
not be? tewe it conld he dere until the end of the wer. He, nevertheless, 
asved only for additions] housing fer 1200 persens at Tueson, Fyote, EL 
Fasc, Clovis, and Alamogerde so that they could expand training curing 
the winter meas In Jamnery 1943, in reepense to an AAF query 
regardire Psellities needed in the tererime cff of construction as a 
part of the saturation of air pover program, General Clis recommended 
thet nine. of the setellite fields be built up to grovy station levele so 
thet they covld be used by groups being processed for overseas zovenentse 
These rrojecte were reeamended te the Chief of Engineers in Jamary 
1513. 

Taine 1942 and 1943 the new stations vere built and the cider taser 
were expanded te meet their opergtional recuirements, seemingly with a 
maxivum of Giffienlties. To General Clds, whe ammiccsly awaited the come 
pletion of eseh vrofeet, alrost everything seemed te sonerire to held up 
the hullding effort. In Nevember 1941 he pretested that so many regulations 
had been written eround the expenditures of amounts Irss than £40,000 
that, to his knowled-e, not a single penny hod been made available to the 
Second Afr Farce through such RE ne Friorities were also vexatious. 


General Clda thought, for exemple, that hie rrejects vere sc closely related 
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to oversess meverents as tc deserve the Ade2 crioritics given to projects. 
directiy cemnected with ‘gueh movements. The Uirecterate ef dase Services, 
hevever, exrir'ned thet the continental 24F activities desired arrroxie 
motely £20 yer cent of. their rrejects urred on ene pretense or another and 3163 
thet th ecvld mot bresk up the prierity system which had been ectatlisheds 

In a long summary of deficiencies requiring correction by the #AP written 

on 1f Eovember, Generel Clds formally protested agnin about the anomt 


eo? tine ukich he tad Sisnevered tc te lost “due to the time element in- 


volved in the transmission of perers through verious agencies of the Arny 


ok 


Air Ferces ard the Var Terertzent.” Te eherged thet euch transsd seions 
between. the Directerste cf Base Services and the Ciflee cf the Chief 


Fngineer reeulred fcur trips requiring 4 to & deye each or en average tim 


7 


lag of 2° days. Such difficulty hed sise heen enecumtered from green. 
lumber which rremrtiy shrank and ked te be replaced. -elays hed been ene 
ecuntered beteuse of cherteces of materiale while concentreticn cemps for 
aliens and prieoners of war be¢ ben completely finished. Two menthe later 
Eeieedier Generel =. 1. Fubank, Tirector of Bombardment, ro rr pointed oct thet 
when £11 land aecrnisition papers were rrorerly seconpenied with the 
receseary information Crom the field only one trip between the Directorate 
of Pace Services and the ffMce of Chief of Bngineers was required. The 
time lees for trananitting the rerers through regular message center 
ehemnels (it vas impreeties] te use a c urier for each of the 2,000 pieces 
of eerresrenderce passing between the two effices each week) ves only one 
jee 
dey. fs for the use of green lunher, for mere , then a year shore hed’ ng | 
been enench seasoned panrer in he country. to construct a /aingle mtongh | 
The hishest ronefble wrtority ted been assigned te the Serna ate Paes : 
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frojects, and the hichest prierit; ef all het been assigned by the 


Fresident te detention catrpa--e situation ever which the ASF had ne con= 


164 
trol. 


Sesrite s32 of these deleve the initisl base conatrueticn procram of 
the Secord Air Sores was rushed te comrletion in a reascrably shcert time. 
By Sertemher 1942 eicht bases (Geiger, Goven, Uawis-Monthan, “elle Walla, 


Yl Feac, Topeka, Yexdover, ond Erhreta) vere in ure for heavy bember 
x 


seuegiea Al of the instellations had She and ecroup program origins, 
bet Vendever and Ephreta hed been bocbine and gunnery rance fields until 
the heg!nnine of the OTT mrecrem. endever, when its first heavy bomber 
greuy arrived in Arril JOf?, hea less then a dozen tuildings fer housings 


Conditions were simtieriy erude at Erbhreta in Fume 1942 when ite f'rst 
tod 


grocr srrived fer training. Daring 1942 and 1943 beth bases received 


eartormente ond imrreved larding fiel¢s, In Cetcher 1942 four more beses 
168 
(Poeblo, Sloux City, Rarta City, end Aleamogerde) beemme operationale 


The ftret three of the teases hed heen eoreeived durin: the Wegrour vrograms 
Mlemoverte, againg vee a fermer hombing ard gunrery range station. Cone 
struction cf bhetbardmert sreur housing had berun in Februery 1942, the 


lending Pleld facilities were comrleted on 15 Jume, end by Decexber 1942 
169 


Z ee =e 
most of the constrnetien et the hase was comrlete. in Fovember and 
Becerter 1942 the four barceseeFoeatello, Cagrer, Salina, ond Greet Falise= 


vhieh the Teecr@ Air Pores hed recuestad built on 1 Arri] 1942 came into 
170 
full operation. Werk on Smeky E1]] éray dir Base st Seline had ectually 


beeun on 5 May and el? meajer construeti-n om the first projects wes come 


riete on 15 Teeesher 1042, tut e-mpletion of the over=sized 10,000-foct 
i7l 
runway tock somevhet loncer. Construeticn began et Focetello en 22 May, 
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2 
Piret heavy herberdrert crour. York hecan nt Greet Falls on 9 Mey and 
he here wae entirely cemriete om 2f Tebro ry 19/43; on 20 November the first 


heavy corer to train there arrived. The mum-ays, however, had been con= 


strveted Jurine the frtl of 192° aur'irr vers ecld veather, frozen agcree 
fetes hed gone inte the emhsnkment fills, and the rumvers began te settle 


and Aerelop dePormitice with the suring thes of 1¢42. These munways kad 
to he rersived, im the “eeerd fir Peres eoctinnes te une the Meld until 

: 173 
V6 ote or 1023 when {+ turned the field over te the Afr ervice Command. 
The air hase at Casrer seems te have rerformed satisfactorily althoich 


wa 


the Seterd fir Sr-ee entertained a-rrehensionr thet tf could not he orere 


LL, 


ated fer trairitne dvrire the extremely severe winters of the retione 


Par'ng the «tn er, srring, and s.riy swemer cf 1G43 the other baces 
275 
perati ote Canstruge 


Q 


eine butlt fer the Seem -d fir Yorce came inte 
tiers] erehloms om sll bet three of the stations seem tc have seen minor, 
wet the three estellite flelés of Great “al’eeGuthen:, Gleegow, snd Lewistonae 
encountered the seme mimeny fPatluces in Avril 1643 that had rlagued the 
watn base, Since the estimeted cost of rerair te the fuur steatims wre 
£O,650,000, the Seecrd Air Torce used the sateltite fields for five nonthe 
aré then abendoned them. 

The comrletion of t*'s jlevelorment procvram n-rked the end of the Second 
Afr Yorse'c eoretruetion of new eirfielca. Thereefter the air force 
obtatred new faetifties br tradirg with other cortinentel AAP asencics for 

r 


fielas 4n ercess of their needs. Gn 12 Tetem er 1942, for examrle, the sir 


hase at Plythe, Celif., wes taker ever from the I Troop Carrier Commend, 


‘* 
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and a heavy hembarde-ent group which hed been sovely beset by bed weather 
at Urhrata vas noved there to continme 4te eombat erew dint Ta 
Jerutee 1OL3 the Seennd Air Force also becean to exrleit the atr surrert 
Pleld at Alexandria, la., for heavy bevter overueter Slight training, and 
4ur'ng the same month it secured the eirfield st Talvesten, Tex., for the 
sexe vurrose. In April it began usine the Meld develered by the Teckh= 
rice? Tretning and Antisubmcrine cemmends et Sulfrort, Fisse, fer over 
water Pliskts. In February 2923 it secuired the felis et Dalhart, Texe, 
ed Drepsburr, Temn., for heavy tembordzent 21T training. Dering May 
10/2 the headouerters of the sir force were xcved from Port George 
Vpteht to lensed facilities in celorade Springs, Colese=e move vhieh was 
sustiMed by the southeestward shift in the air force's srea of Tee, nese 


U7E 
bility. 


The Third Mr Foree, ultimetely to te charged with ell CTU and RTU 
Punetions for n-dius, licht, and dive bo-bardmert units and ATE for fighter 
eviction, peralleled the exransion of the feeend Air Fore For a mumber 
of reasers, however, its corstruction problems were Ieee serleuse in Jane 
vary 10/2 the Third Air Ferce had 19 etetlers essigned, nest of vb" eh were 
siitable fer ite trminine aan It also bd a ereet mmber ef CAA Ime 
vpoved atyil sirMelcs within its orerations] eree wich were fairly well 
Siiton te the cre of medium and Tight etreraMte 

Teerite tts eventually essigned tra‘n'ng vole, however, the Third Air 
Peree's fret operatic: al training was te oe given to heavy tonberdment 
erours, Prigedier General Follett Bradley of the TIT Bemher Commend rroe 
posed on 16 Jamery 1627 that the two heavy Peeeene srours remaining 


in his e-mmand should he used for eperatiers] trein'ne. Hach of them vould 
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require an established base where it anc its offeerrinte greup could train 
fer six wecks, an outlying fleld for trensition flying, and a third eire 
tela te vhteh the offesrring ereur cenid be sent for an adtitional six 
weeks of inderendert tretning. This rinr vas acnraved by the Air Force 
Combat Cormené on & february, and the Third Air Foree accordingly estabe 
Tished tuo Ci tseethe fret (M24) at Rerkedgle and the seeord (E17) at 


Meo™ Tl. “or the coe af the Mee™2] CT" the Trhtrd Air Foree secured the 


Cand ot Ssrasot:, ™Ie. “o trengitional Plving field was found for the. 


Rerbedele, OTT, ‘ut the CAA improved munteim) sirport at Fort Myers, Flames 
186 

eles fis unit trainine fleld. These fields received tactical 

use shen they vere still tittle reve then improved runmweys. At Sarasota 

the hevwy grove gert te the Pleld for Minel treining on 1 April feemd une 


finished aechalt rumrevs (chich soem deteriorated umier the use of the 


heowy tevters) ond a tent cav: aren, ¢ formel lease for the field was not 


20 Pcbrucry 2 d the first Te?4 erour a-vived from Serksdale om 31 Marche 


The Mirst greur to train at Tert Myers, hovever, was strirred of jis flight 
echelon to reinforce the *iidle Tact and hed to be committed to unit 
trety’ne age’te In order te seve the creur cut of Feve Meld, the Third 
Str Torce secured a leese on ancther FPlorics OfAeimrreved field st Lekeland 
and tracsfesred the srour there cn 17 “eye Sraining of heavy groups 
was net Teng sortinusd by the Third Air Foree, for on 12 Jume 1942 the AA 
22. a5 2 ~ 1EL 
shifted all such tratrcng te the Second Air Forne. 
Sv the same amthority thet tock ewar the heovy bombardment training, 
the Third Air Foree vas mete r-sronsihle for <1] medium, Licht, end dive 
= 
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benberdrent traning. Actually it k-d been direeted on 24 Februsry to ae= 
tivste and train three mediums ecroups, tut Ine: ef aircraft had eavsed Poste 
ponemert of this CT? unti? me. Plans had beon worked out alonz the lines 
of the Eradley plen which recuired five weeks for the assembly of the new 
groupe, five weeks of sure-vwised training umler the tutelare cf a perent 
grovr, ond Pive weeks of unit training et ea separate airdrome. Each CIT 
was alec te heve en suxtiiary field for transiticnal flying practice. 
Three CTU's were cet urt a B25 CIT st the Lexingto: County Afrrort, Colusibia, 
5. C., with an auxiltery field at Congsree, £. C., and a wit training 
field et “alterboro, S. Ces a Be26 CTU at Berkedele using Esler Meld as 
its auxiliary end Herding Field st Eater Roure as its unit training fLelds 
and s Be2é CTU st YeeTi12 with 1 LisborcagheTende= so County Airrert as 
its amet ary and Seraseta as ite unit train’ ne field, later Serasota 
yroved unsuitable for 3826 cperetion and the field at Lakeland was taken 
into the program es a substitute, The medium CIT proven thas involved the 
use of only one neni Paciiityeethe airfield st rene ai This CAA 
impreved field was leased on 30 April, snd a construction rrocram was quicke 
ly begun. When the Ee2§ ereup from Columbie moved there on & August, howe 
ever, the field was in treer shapes Gne rumeny alzost immediately senk in 
the middle, four new buildings ecllapsed, and there was only one wter tap 
on the field. Meveyhpeless, the medium ec completed its training 
almest on schedvie. 
Ceneurrentiy «ith and destined to replace the medium bosber CTU 
rrogram, the Third Air Force conducted eembst erew or ETU trainine. Fert 
of this training wes comiucted ty the CIU's threugh the simple device of 
training extra alr crevs vith each nev terb unit, but in order te increase 
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the productive sarecity still nore, the Third Air Force activated a medium 
tenher BIT to Ameticn at the now air hese et Sv-eenvilie, S. on on 9 


187 . 
July 19/2. This 2% used the CAA improved munteirel airfield «t 


tnderson, Se Se, 2nd Teronae a Biel, a CMA tnrroved field at Greenwood, - 

we Guy fer trensition fle‘ne. in duly 19/2 the CTU at meee Se 
pissed br an PTY wider remeired in oreration until vobruary ISAS 0 _ After 

tretping four student sroura, the Ge2t CTU at Oelunbt wa 8 eorverted into 


en 2 tn January IOLt ang remained in orerstion until 19456 aoe imines 
BePE OTT weg subigates in Ayly 194? at VacTili am transferred te Fort 
Myers in the foe: fine menth. In Recenter 1622 tt was asain transferred. 
te the = rteld that hed been butlt on the Ayor Fort hemhing rancve, It 
moved tack to “weit? in Cete’er 1042, where ft rena’ ‘ned until the fol lewing 
. . ae 152 
month when 44 was transferred to leke Charles, or to finish ont the ware 
Tor the meat cast the very ceurlex light ond dive henhardment CTE and 
RTE rrorrame, cunvertezer. te the ITT Afr Suprert Comnend, me use of 
existing Peailitics ant the o ther airflelis s wideh vere butlt up for air 
eurrort use. The schene of such tre? ‘ning involved the eaine rericds of . 
fcrmationg supervision, end unit training as the medium borbardzent Programe 
One light tb chardrent CTU operated at Key Meld tro: Jume to kagust 1942 
and trained a straent grour in all three phoses at the sane nace. Another 
Light eae asent conv funettored et Vill Rovere Pleld fron Yay te Cotcber 
1643, send'ng ite of Pmepring groups to leke Cherler, DeRidder, Yoodward, 
Cklae, Arducre, Ckls., and PREKOSCE y Ckle. This OfU vas moved to vorris 
Field, Charlotte, ". C., in November 1943 to finish ot the ver aa an RIT. 
Tr. August 1 43 @ second RIT group was set up at Florence, 8, C., at the 


dive 


pe 


airfield whieh hed been acquired fron the I Troop Cerrier Command. 
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benberdnent ory was operated at Key Field from hagust te | “eteber 2542, 
giving ali three phases of training to ite one stu dent Pron theres A 


seecnd @ive benhsrdment (7H opersted at Wunter Meld, Sovanneh, Gas, from 


Tuly 1942 te Janvery 16/7, sending tee stulert srerpe te train at “syeresss 
fae, and one te ° Teli dde With the redecitgnetion of all div a bombar inom’ 


Cks 


unite as fighter t aes unite -n 14 Aucoust 1643 the tee dive bomber pert” 
CuUts vere converted 4 inte Mehter be her (i's end vineed unier the IZ 
Stehter Command. The OT2 at Rey Field subsequently sent tvo groups te 


unit trafnine 


i 


at Contarer, ©. Cey and one to rew Field. The UTD at 
ad 


Eunter meved te “rev in Jehru re 1CL3 and subsequertiy sent tea stalent 


5 
freups te “elt er cee 6 ene te lekelarée 5 The ne. stations inve ived 
i 
in this tratnine - vere thus those at “ayercss, Gu., Ardnere, Voodwandy 
ard “ustorer, Whla., ond at Cenzaree, S.C. ALL tert the Pirst of the se a 
had teon imrreved in the atr suprert field tevelopmentai prograite tke 
‘ayerogs field hed teen built tr the CAA, ard in June 1942 aes Corpa of 
enrineere hed begun the ecustricticr of runvey extensions and thester of 
orerations housings The Dirat dive terkerdsert groun te train there 
293 | 
arrived in august 1912. | . 
The Third Ate Force Initi« ly estediisned tus magne: ort Bs put on 2 
Yay 1942 §¢ was reteved of the res-onsthility for such operational toaining 
end directed to train & ghier rtlet rerlncencnte instead. vo Sighter ree 
mle ecme ny treiring centers were Inplemented in June G42 at erris Field 
a at Tale Mabry Field. feeause cf the unfavorable weather at Charlotte - 
the TRE was wove? to Trew Freld iz Aumist. ‘The ¥XTC at Drew subse 
7 qeentny soouired ad°tttore) scundren stations and subebaaes at Sarasota 


4 


and Finelies, sees In Jame vy 1943 the “2TO Sumcticns were noved fran 
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Drew to Serasota and a new sub-bane wea acculred st iamta Gorda, Pla. By 
Yay 1613 the center sise hed subsbases at Hartow, Fla., fort ‘yers, end 
Rilishborowrth. The “ale Mehry F2TC ured subebeses at Themasw!’ @, Gacy 
Harris fee’, See, and at Ferry, ma Faellities eat Venice, Fla., formerly 
used by the Air Service Com-end, were teken over for fighter squadrons 
in dune 1943 in a SUE Sear extension of the Sarascta FXTC operations. 398 
Vest of these nev etethens vere CA inmrroved ramictral eirfields for which 
the Third Afr Force hed seeursd the ecnstruction of theater of operations 
housing im its finel statement of neece uncer the saturation of air power 
develormmental ee 
The Third Air Force alse conducted r-comna’ssance replacement traine 

ing suecessively et “111 Regers Field, William forthern Meld at Tulleahems, 
Tenne, and finally at Key Meld, tut these training ectivities utilized 
only exietire faetlitiese. In Mereh 19643 the Third Air Force tock over 
the thoterrarhic recomaiasance CTU vhich hed been operating at Feterson 
Field, Colerade Springs, Colos, under the direct control of the Pirecter 
a It alse opersied an Areraft verning 
Unit Training Center et Trew rie? 
derct et Danfel Pield, Augusta, Ga., during 1942, and at tenrorery facili~ 
ties in Plant Fark in Tampa after Pobruary 1943.” During 1942 the Third 
Air Foree cave cold weather operational tra‘ning at Alpina, Oscoda, 
Grayling, and Segine (Tri-City Airrert}, Mien. In addition to these min 


of Thotecrarhy since April 1942, 
It operated a seneral replacement 


feetlities the Third Air Feroe, like other 4AF units, used a muber of 
eivil fields at which there vere few if eny military improvements for 
souxiliary flying treinine flelde. . 


RESTRICTED 


Laer PO 
; SECURITY INFORMATION 


EUESTEICTED 


Pie, Char. TF SECURITY INFORMATION 132 


The smalicst of the AAF organizations dealing in operational and ree 
placement training vas the I Treer Ce-rier Command, an organization estab 
lisked on 32 April 1942 to train conmhet treop exrrier grouns and wings for 
eirherne operations. sccording tc the plan fer training developed during 
Aprt] 1612, the I Troon Ca-rier Co-rand was to consist of a headquarters, 
3 vines, 12 arours, end 42 squadrocs. During the traiving period it would 
nee! 17 etrfielés, one of witch was to serve its headquarters, four to 
he used for joint alrecround training, and three to be ured for prelinte 
nary treor eacrier flying eatsiegs | 

The work ef selecting stations for troor cerricr training ectually 
hed been wmderteker in the zeneral Sir surrert bese development rrogttime 
(mn 20 February 1942 the Chief of the Air Serps ted becn directed to arroint 
a board of officers te select » site for an advanced glider sehcol, and 
this boerd arrarentiy recomended a site hetween Laurinburg and Maxtor, 

DE ace, is er ee a eee ee Surrert, taking cognizance in 
planning oc? the needs for troop carrier training by July 1922 had secured 
the inspection of sites at Florence, 5. S., and Billy Mitchell Meld at 
“Ulvankee, Wiae. Net'ng thet site inspections were being undertaken at 
Alddanee, "ebs, Ardecre, Ckla, Blythe, C-lif., end Sedalia, Koo, the 
Mrectorate of GroundeAlr Support on 2 July 1042 directed the I Treop 
| Carrter Gemand te finish the site selection by designeting a board te 
insreet any additions] stations which might he nn Vics 

With mest of the rrelimineries thus accomplished, 1 Trecp Cerrier 
Command eneowntered few difficulties in loesting its activities on these 
ard ether afr arrrort stat‘ons which vere either ready for use or were 
being built. A tract of land edjecent te Steut Pleld, the Indlanarolis, 
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Ind., municipal airrort, hed been leased on 7 April and in ame 1942 the 
canterment ecnstructed there reeetved the headquarters of the command 7°? 
“Frelininery 2i?it-ry transition training bad te he given to civil aire 
lines pllete being indoctrineted and the I Troor Carrier Commnd utilized 
Stout Field, 2{lly Mitchell Field, Kellogg Meld, end Came Williams Aire 
field (Carr Deuplas), Kiec., for this teagan As new end more suitable 
factlitise bes,me evaileble, these fields were given up (Camp Hilliems 
and Billy Mitchell Melds vere given ur in Seriember 1942), and by December 
19Z2 #12 transiticn flying training was centered at Bergstrom Field, 
funtin, hed This Pield's site hed original’y been leased for the cone 
strueticn of an otservaticr base, tut since the field sould not accommo 
date nore than 15 Sa7"e in its tracfie pettern, four nearby muntefpel 
Melda were leased for landing practice until ty adtfticral paraliel rm 
ways could te finished et Ferestrem in July 1L30 . 

The treor e.-rier oper.tional tr-ining prerram mede use of mest of the 
feciiitiece originally projected for the use of I Troor Carrier Command. As 
has beer seen, hovever, the airfielés et Slythe, Celif., and Ardmore, Cirle. 
were transferred te the Seee 4 and Third Afr Farses. The airfield at 
Florence, S. €., was used for treoc carrier tre‘ring fren 20 Jume 1940 te 
5 March 1943, at which time it also vas transferred to the Third Air teteee 
To gaecomplish the bulk of ite operations? training the T Troop Carrier 
Cox end was thug le with eight sirfielce. Three cf these (Sowzan, lesranm, 
and Pore) were prewar airfields. (nee-Canp Mackall, Ee Cemams a ground 
forces vost and airfield utilized by eufferance. The remeinder kad been 
wullt for the ecr ont aes Lauri nburg-Maxter hed heen built as an ov-reell 
Pield between 2C ‘ume and 3] Getober 1942, and it hecane opereticnel in the 
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following morth. ‘The sirfield et Sedalia, Hee, was ready fer use in 
Sertember 19/2. Alliance beesme operational in December 1942, The isst 
ef the Plelés te erce inte use vac at Grenede, Miss., which (although 
built az en alr suprort tase) = cane @ troop cerrier ATU In June 1943 and 
was closed ir “ereh 1918. “ew iifficulties vere encountered in the 
orenretion and utilizatien cf theese fields, and by February 3943 the I 
Troer Cormier Commend corld report thet it required no additional facilie 
ties te comrlete its rort of the 273 group saturation rrosratis 

One additions] ASF Puneticen ses corcerned with the OTE Frocess during 
a cert of 1919, This ves the shortelived I Concentration Comand which 
was esteblish:d on 1¢ Ame 1042 to precess ard exredite the movement cf 
LAP teetiea] units (later redified to ineiude enly the sir echelens of 
‘quoh untis) te the overseas thesters of operations. (mn 15 Povember 1942 
the commend was ordered to disband, and its work vase given to the air 
forces which vere trairineg units for exrert. Der'ng the ecurse of its 
short and troubled career the command used eicht assigned airfields, 
‘lossted ebiefly in the Middle “eet, and other fields (Dow, Grenier, and 
Yeetover) berreved from the Firet Air Foree. On & J ly tt Unf assigned 
cperational contrel (the heses were administered by the Air Service Command) 
of Selfr’daze, eer, reek Fellece Field, sn@ Lockbourne, nome of vhich 
the cemmerd foukd eultable for its mission. Syracuse, for examrle, vas 
still in process of conetruction and would not heve rumeays as soon as 
nmeeled. User vas e rursuit ffeld sand its rummrs were teo limited in die 
wensicons and h=d toc many hazarde for stazgirg the Fe26 units which the 
ecoresnd vanted to rut there. “elless Pield wee short in housing caracitye 
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Selfridge, a Sighter base, alse needed a:ditiens] runways. These defects 
vere taken care of with nev eccstruetion prefeets. In addition te these old 
Saeees the I Coneentration Command secured the eesiemment of lensed feciiie 
ies at lunken Field, Cinefnnat!, Chic, te serve its headquarters which 

vere zeved te thet city In July 1942. The commend alse tock over reercne 
sitility for the completion of the alrfield st Dyersburg, Tenn., whieh had 
been suspenied In Jume 1042, Purine August it srpongored ec: struction 
directives for eempleting fseilitics at the field for two heavy bor arde 
ment groups, projects which were to be comrieted im Febru ry 1043. At 
the Yord rlant’= field et W#Tew Run the commend secured construction 
rrejects for runvey extensirn: end for hensine a heavy bombardment ena 

At the eorelusion of fits period of activity the I Concentration Coem-and 
heses were divided among other S47 arencie:. Selfridge and Kellogg Fields 
vere transferred to the Third Air Force, Seer vent to the I Troop Carrier 
Command for use in staging, Drereshurg went to the Secerd Air Fores, 
leckbourne subsecuentiy was used for fourmengine trensition training by 
the Southeest Training Senter, the housing at Willow Sun wee used by 2 
Technics] Tre'ning Command school detachment, and Syracuse reneired tn use 
Wy the Air Service Corman. | 

hie Ss , Ai e “aving received the rearonaitility fer traine 
ing and reorgenizing the ohserwation and reeernmafesance squadrons ef the 
Arey in the fall of ISL1, the AAar gradually succeeded in bringing some 
order into the confused organizational air surrort problem during 1942 
At the same time the Afr Surrort Seetion of the Air Foree Corhat Comand, 
which heegme the iA? Dizeetorate of Gromi-Mir Suprert with the inactivne 
tion of the Combat Command, erected and secured the develorment of a system 
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NFORMATION 
of airfields designed to serve air suprert units train'ng vith the ground | 
forcete | 

Cu 1C December 1941 the Chie? of Steff arrroeved a study projecting 
the “a ter new observation squadrons and groups (tezether with new air 
tase ant materiel squadrons desived te service them) te be required ty 
the expansion ef the Ary croumd forees during 1942 and 1943. From this 
‘suthority, together «1th the information on the locetion of the new ground 
rests, the Air Suprort Section drew ur a comprehensive requirement for air 
surrort fields te be needed during 1942 and 1923.7" 
| This projection assumed thet extensive base develorment vould be 
meled adiscent te the four Arwy headquerters at Few York, Memphis, San 
artonte, and San Frencisee, ond sdjacent to the command nost of the 
armored Force at Fort ‘nox. ‘faech Army corps heedcuarters wes also to heve 
an adjacent base. Fach divisten post was to have a smeller base, depending 
tp size on the rate of or- observation soundron te be leested near each 
division. Additioral requirements vere specified for the Desert Force 
maneuver arce which was te be cente-ed at Indic, Calif. Finally, the 
preeran required AAP glider end treer carrier stations at Leorinburg-Maxton, 
Sedalia, Ardmore, end ihe A part of these needed airfields existed 
ror preeFearl “arbor corstructicn and merely recuired exparsion to meet 
the needs of the heavier aircraft being gestened to observation units. 
Cther stations would have to te rrovided=upreferabir, as the Directorate 
of Tase Services informed the Chief of Fngineers in April 1942, from exist= 
ing airfields or fMelde being improved ty the can 

Aginaliy, heverer, the sprogran W_8 somewhat unreglistic in presuming 
a etatic eitustion whereby air suprort avietion would work closely with 
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armies, corres, and divisions mich aa it had prier to 1921. The construetion 
ef special air surrert ‘bases near each army end near the sxnored forse 
headquarters seeningly presumed that the five air surrort commend headquarters 
weuld te lecsted et ther. Actually, the air support etu-anis did net 

achieve such a close relationship with the ground foree headquarters. During. 
the summer ef 042, moreover, the V Air Suprert Command was deactivated, 

and the four remaining commends (ultimately redesignated ae the I, Il, and 

TII Taetieal Air Bivisions ani the IlI.Tact3cal Air Gom-:and in 1944) were 
moved about to fellow by samy maneuvers and tretzings® The air base 
fecilities fer air suprort units near Hew York and Sen Francisco were 

shered with other “AP fonctions at existirg beses, | && Memphis, however, 
feaite were negctiated and construetion was begun on housing for 176 officers 
and 1,700 enlisted men. (mn 16 April 1942 the Directorate of Air Svppert 
reduced the planned garrison thers and shared the facilities with the Air 

729 Alamo Field (Sen Antonio Monicipal Airfield Bos 2) 


Was teased for air surrert units surrerting the Third frny and the divie 


Transrort Commands 


sion at Carp Swift, but ne such extensive carr gor. es hed heen contenrlated 
wes provided.” | | 

“nly a part of the bases designed te oceury 2 position proximate to 
‘ery corps headquarters (excluding those rosts which elso served divisions) 
seem tc herve heen bullte Most of th se airfields were soon diverted te 
eth’ r uses. Stout Field at Indianarolis, first leased ag a hase adjacent 
te a corre headquarters, passed tc the I Troop Carrier Command when the 
corps hesdcuarters was lecated in Chicaro. Heweestle Airport at ¥Linington, 
Rel., vas lcesed in antieirvetion of it serving unite surrorting a cerns, 
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but the size of the alr sucroert garrison was eut down {n order te share 
the fleld vith the {TC which meved in on 29 May 1942. Hillagrove Mrvort 
(Green Pleld) at Providence, R. I., projected to surcort en uspectfted 
corres, was develeyed ty the I Fighter Command with little 1f any view to 
air eurrect use. The air base at Salen, Cre., alao rrejected by the air 
surrort here development precram to surrort en unspecified cerps, hecane a 
Fou-th Sir Forse defense bese instead. | 

The remainder of the rrojseted precram vas accemrlished smoh 2s had 
heen rlenned. The existing divisionesurrerting fields were changed to 
weet nev requirements. The field at Jacksonville, Flac, inherited by the 
fA¥ as the surrortine heee for Samp Merding, vas turned to other uses 
ard ea new air gsurc-ort hase bellt eat the mmiefnal sirrert st Sainesv! lie, 
Pie. (Aleckue femy Rirfiela), --ith an advance field at Keystone Reirhts, 
Pls., near Camm Blanding. Recording te rlar the AAF troops at Detrick 
Field, Frederick, ¥a., were meved out ty & Sentember 1942 end the inetellae 
tion wae turred over t- the ground teem Sherwood Field at Paso 
Robles, Ca?'f., taken over in the mobflizat‘on of the Reticng] Guard obsere 
vetion squsdror there, was treneferred to the Ravy fm the fall of 1912," 
The corstruction of an sirfield near Fort MeClelier, Ala., vas frelly 
eherdoved in June 1912 end srrancementea were nade te use the airfield et 
Bireinghen, Ale., Insteed.°> The other existinc air suprort hares were 
miIt up, an activity which ran inte come inevitable corflicts with the 
lees] ground forces post cermamiera. 2¢ Gray Meld, Fort lewis, Vachs, for 
example, plens fer the expansion of the efrfield ecxflicted with eround 
forces plens te expend the Army post. After mich friction end sone reerine 
ination whieh wert so fer as te eurzest that the AAT was attercrtine to take 
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over the «hole post, 2 local adiustment wes worked out. ‘The AaF, hovever, 
was never suecers®ol fn securing autonemy for its lees) commanders cf aire 
fMelds er drey ge For did the AAF succeed in a second attecrt te 
get 2 Doord of officers to mike definite houmdaries at each of the fields 
Jeeceted on an Arr rest. "227 : | 

In the Desert Center maneuver area the MAF berlt up airdromes at 
Elythe, Tesert Center, Rice, Shevers Suerft, 2nd Thermal, Calif, Blythe, 
se hes been seen, ves turned ower te the Seeend Air Force for bombardment 
training. The other fields vere traneferred with the IV Air Suprort Ceemand. 
and ite units te the Uesert Treinine Center on 21 Jamary 1943." The 
commend, the units, and the airfields remnined esefened to the center untfl 
they were released 2nd assigned te the Third Air Force on 28 Eovenber 19136" 


ERNE RCE NERA TE 
"Turing 1942 end 1943 new air suprort fields vere efther built or leased 

whieh, vhen adéed te the preePearl Harber efr surrort Melds, eesrieted the 
following Arcy #13 situation: Cerp Edwards, Mass. (Otig Field, 
Palmouth, Vass.); Fort Nevens, “ass. (Fort Devens Army Airfleld, Ayer, Masse); 
indiantewn Cap Military Reserwation, Fa, (Sew Cumber’and and Reading Army 
sirfielia)s Fort Pix, B. J. (Port Dix Army Airfield); Fort Erage, 8. Ce (Fope 
Field}; Camp Fickett, Yas (Blackstone Army Airfield, Pleckstore, Vao)3 Camp 
Putner, ". C. (ReletgheDurhem trey Airfield, ". C.); Carp Blendine, Flas 
(Alsctue Army Airfield, Gainesville, Fla., and Keystone “eights arsy Mrfield, 
Fle); Camp Corde, S.C, (Alken Army Airfield, Aiken, S. C.); Cacr btierbury, 
Ind. (Camp Atte frny Airfield); Camp Sreekenridge, ky. (Camr trecken= 
ridge Army Airfield): Fort Custer, Mich. (Kellocg Field, Battle Creek, Mich. )s 
Camp Gruber, Ckla. (Kuskegee Army Airfield, Ckla.): Fort Riley, lense (Mere 
shall Mela}; Camp “ovse, Tex. (Caineeville fray Mérfield, Gatncev' lie, Texe); 
Cemp J. T. Robinson, or. (Adems Meld, Little Hock, Arkeds Fort Leonard Wood, 
Moe (Vichy Army A'rMeld, Yoe); Camp Carson, Coles (Feterser Field, Colorado 
Springs, Colo); Camp Mamey, Tex. (legio: Pieid, Faris, Texe); Camp Swift, Tere 
(Slane fry Atrfiela, San Arterto, Texe); Samp Hoot, Tex. (Kélleen Field, Texple, 
Tex,)s Fort MeClelian, Alae (Reilly Field and Birminchan femy Airfield); Camp 
Rucker, Ale. (Ozark temy Airfiels, Czark Ale.) Same Porrest, Tenne (William 
Forthern irmy Airfield, Tullahoma, Tenm.); Camp MeCain, Masse ( Aray 
Airfield, Miss.)3 Carp Shelty, Miss. (Leurel Army Airfield and Fattiesburg 
Amy Airfield, Miese); Fort Sill, Okla. (Poct Pield); Camp Davis, ¥. Ce (Camp 
Davis Army Airfield); Seep Parkley, Tex. (Abilene Army Airfield, *hilene, 
exe); Fort Bliss, Tex. (Bices Field); Yort Yoachua, Aria. (Hereford heey 
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Most of these airfields were mumicipsl flelie, neny of which had been 


x 


ferroved ty the SAA. The housing fecilitics at them varied according to 


the rrominence amd use of the fields. Usler Field, one of the largest of 
the fiel’s used sclely fer air supvert, cocléd eecemmodete 200 officers and 
2g enlisted men in July 1944 whUle Rice army Airfield, one cf the 
srallest of the eir support Melds, bed housing for enly 2° officers and 

. 
1C0 enlisted Senet Py September 1945 Esler had cost a total of $3,680,902, 
“iee only £700 Bhs Nest of the fields were organ'zed and aduinistered 
as sub=basep of lerzer AiF baces in their vicinity. “ost of the fields 
were pasted te the ecrtrol of the Third Air force in January and December 
1043 when thet air foree rece'ved the resronsibiiity for all of the air 
support emi Throughout the wer they served units ancetes in 
maneuvering with the ground foreas, units such as tow target squadress whieh 
‘weve training vith antiaireraft regiments, and other unite engsced in simtler 
fancttonge : 


of sorlé war iI upon the supply, meintenenee, and air tracsrort functions 


#(Cortimed from perce 136) Airfield, Aris.)3 Fort Ord, Celife (Sali~ 
nas frmy Airfiele, Calif.); Carr Teale, Cel'r. (“arysville irzy Airfield, 
. Ca’ fed: Sacp Sen Inds Chtepe, Setif. (Estrella Army Airfield, Faso Robles, 
Calife); Cacr Adair, Cre. (Corvallis army Airfield, Cre,); Cary Uhite, Ores 
(Yedford Amer Airfield, Gres): Fort lewis, ‘eek. (Gray Field); Fert Jackson, 
S. Ce (Congaree troy Airfield, 3. Ce}; Sort Terring, Sa. (lawse: Field); Pine 
Sarr. “litery Reservation, =. T. (WheelereSack Field); Camp Campbell, Tenn. 
(Samp Camptell irey Airfield); Seep Cocke, Cslif. (Santa “erie Aroy AfrPield)s 
fare Bullen, Texe (Falacios Army Airfteld, Tex.); Camp Folk, lee (DeRidder 
army Airfield, Iae); Samp Cleiborne and Camy Beaurezard, La. (Esler Pteld 
end Mexandrin tree Airfiela); end Pert Kner, Rye (Godman Meld). 
(saP, Station List, 1 Des. 1942; AAP, Air round Gurpert Sethe, Air Surpert 
Tese Renvtrenents, 1942-1923.) 7 
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of the AAF caused the same tremenicvs expension of bese fecilities as was | 
the esse in the tra’sing and defense functicns. It also brought about the 
redefinition and clerifiesticn of the mission which resulted in the creation 
of three new comands: Air Service, Materiel, and Air trensrcrt. ach of 
the commands, hovever, bed been represented es scmewnat intercomected 
ecencies prier te Fearl Yarber. A provieional Air Cerps Maintenance Command 
had beer ested) ished under the Vateriel Division, (40, on 15 March 1941. 

It vee elewated from ea provisicnal status on 30 June ard or 17 Gctoher 


hed been established as the ir Service Seomand. Om 12 December 1941 the 
232 


ASO vae recoved frcm the control of the Materle] Eivision, (ci0e The 


remainder of the “ateriel Division was reces’gnated as the AAP Yetertel 
Command on 22 Apetl 1942.°°9 | 

The Meteriel Command, largely a testirg and preeurement authority, 
needed fewer facilities than did the Air -ervice Scrmend which stcred, over 


hauled, and repaired AAP efrereft ond equirment. The headquarters 


facilities of the “eteriel Concand et Wright Field, hewever, were exranded 


tr such ingenious means es the co: version of auto perking sheds inte offices, . 
the maxisnm use of hell srace, end the adortion of three rotating eight 
hour shifts, Cifices vere alse ranted in Peyton and 711,271 additional 
aquare feet of fleer space were co:structed during we During 1943 
arrroeximately 140 bullidines and major building additions were conrleted, 
including tvo large adeinistraticn buildings, 22 civilian war housing 
taildings, new laberetorizs, and additional military varrsekee””? By Sepe 
tenher 1945 “right Field, heving received construction valued at 47,227,078 


since June 1940, was the most expensive ef all AAP command facilities. 
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During 1042 the Metertel Commend, erowxied at Yright Field, seeured the use 
ef the Clinton County Airrert at Wiimingte:, hie, for testing esaseca 
Cnlv one cet of Field installations wee constructed for the Materiel Conmeandt 
the redifiention centers which served to ft the mesa preducticn aireraft 
medels ic the needs of the speciffe thesters of operations. A totel of 

21 of these eertere ums activeted during 1942, eicht being opersted by come 
mereial afritnes ant the remeinder by aivrereft manufacturera. TMineteen 

of the certers remeined in oneretion at the end of the veer after two 

other centers had been clored Be edd 

The atr Service Commandeetharged with ma'rtenanes, rereir, and sterass 

of SAP afreraft and eculrment and the tratytng of air derot crouns snd 

other service cersonrelemdeveloned a much lerger network of base facili 
ties. Teerite bed veather, constant shorteves of eritical sateriale, and 
the necessity of ehingine construction plane to meet these conditions, 

the 1] air devots either tn corstructicc or in oreration at the time of 
fearl “avher were exrended te mect new recuirements. Mach of the maintee 
nence Joe’ eculd he borne by wer'ing areond the cloek, but storage and 
nefntenmnee facilities nevertheless had to be acemented, Puring 1942 new 
derat greely warehouses ineressed the stor-vre sreece available from about 
£,000, £00 to 7TH, 585 amare feet, and by buries 1944 dwrot storare provided 

ieovett, Smlifes Tucscr, Arines Love Field, Delles, Texes Fairfax 

Airport, Kansas. City, Fare.; Poffelo, ™. Yes Evansvilie, Inde3 Merera 
Falls, Ne Y.g Offuit Weld, Gneha, hebe; Standiford Meld, loulsville, 


Ky.3 Cheyenne, Wyo.3? Yondeli2, Chics Bt. Feul, Minneg Denver, Coloes 
Birmingham, Ala.; Mempt2é.. Tenn; Tulse, Gilaes snd Fansas City, “oe 
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arrresinetely 24,000,°C0 square feet of covered warehcusinge Meintenance 
structures costing 773,525,564 vere completed hetveer 7 1642 ard Ame. 
& aed s ; 
IOLL. Ey 1043 al” of the air Serots (exeert Middletowm whieh h-d two rune 
ways the loncver of ubhich wes 4,900 feet) had three runveys varying in 
Jength from 1,500 to 7,790 feet. Fetweern Jaruary 1942 and dune 1944 
S 3 3 ¢ 
hous'ne eostire 27,360,016 snd rost utilities and miscelleneons structures 
soct ng more ther £03,°00,000 were tatlt at the air derets. Arrrerinetely 
25,000,000 wes srent for the rurchacs of additions] lend st the derots. 


The larreet of the erea increases, hevever, occurred at the San Antonie 


Ale Teret in January 1643 when it took over Lelly Meld and corsolideted 


#4 with ft own Dunesn Ptelé under the name of feliy. 

The -¢ cost Tiguves inetuded the ex-enses Inenrred in bailéing one new 
alr derot at Mter!, "ls. tn Tebrusry 1942 the ASC hed estimeted that it 
vweuld recuire four new derets.? Th These Ae~otgeeplanned fer loeeticn near 

Theenix, fringe, “fant, Pls., “Nehite, Fans, end Onahe, Febeaescem to have 
heer e-naidered necessary tc surrort the five old derots which vere witht 
25° niles of the consts and whieh aicht este unier eneny attacks Funis 
for these derots vere set ur in the budget eetim:ies for 1943 ard possible 
sites were inspected, bet the stringent resuletions established fer the 
ecrtrol of critics] meiestals mde 14 evident thet such construction would. 
be tmprecticnl. Cn ® “ecember 16/2 the ASC azair asked for three nov 
ercins rerair deohs.t he leented at Gnshe, “lem!, and Pheentx. This 
recucst -ns Vsecrroved by the 47 on the sreunis thet hostile attack was 
ne Iencer vrobable ar’ thet mest of the e-mhat greurs would be overseas 
an the fring treining on the wane before the derets covld be bullt. The 
Air Stecf, however, vas willitne te authorize one new derct which would repair 
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2,000 engines anc furnish 1,000,000 square feet of storaze.* After much 
“indecision as te the exset location of this depot, the Air Staff firally 
anther: sed its construction at the 36th Street Airrert, Miami, Flas, on § 
January 1943. The runwey sysiex on the municipal afrrort was aecordi ngliy 
vurchaced, and censtructicn which was directed on 2 February was ccm: listed 
within 15 nentheeemore than a year less then bad been needed for the 

olcer air dercts. The cost of this deret was ineiuded in the cests noted 
in the eo sideration of the expansion ef the air deretee” 

The augmented ceret storace factlitiss were st11l insutficient to 
store the mountins steck of sirecremt and noteriel delivered te the ASG. 
1¢@ meet this prcehliem the ccemrind leased as much comercial stcexuge srace 
as cou'd be secured and epensered the censtructic: cf srecialized sterage 
devotes. Sy aucuct 1544 the ASC held werehousing eortaining approximately 
62,000,000 square feet of which slightly mere than tvoethinds was coverne 
ment cumnec. leased storaze included over 4S seperate rrorertics, rented 
2 ; or ae 
for sn estimeted cost of o4,050,0OC a years 

The ASC alec used q number of air bases fer treining its service rere 


sonnel] and sir serot ercur:, for sterace, 2nd to mert meintenence require= 


sents in certain areas. These airflelis, however, And teen develored 


origincily by ether “<P ecencies and hed been inherited by the 450, tee 


mine in Ceecexber 1023, es will be cecn im the frliewing chart. all 
9 


ter, 
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sirfielis plreed on a standeby status vere rssiened to the ASC. 

“uring IGAl end IGL the ferrying and air trensrert functions of the 

ALP, vhick bd been variously accomplished but hod ususlly been the werk 


of the Naterfel Division, CO1C, were concentrated in the Air Ocrrs Ferrye 


ing Command. ‘leeause of the nature of Jits missicn-—ags well as the facet 
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thet the comand wae first regarded og a temporary expedient-—the Ferrying 
Command initially made heavy use cf bases eontro? led by other 4:7 atencies 
and developed fev fields of ite own, tut as the Furdene of transrort ané 
related training increased the ccommandeeredesigneted as the Air Transrort 
Som-and on 20 dune 1oL2eeseeured setive ecntrol of 2 numter of the clcer 
airfields and developed acme nev felis te meet ite own needs. 

Ske basic reason for the esteblishment of the Mir Co: “we Ferrpring Come 
manc on 2f Mey 1943 wag, firet, to erect a resronsible avency for ferrying 
airerelt destined for the Dritish fram the fscteries te transfer coints | 
on the borders of the Untied States, end, second, te provise e military 
| ageney to begi: the trensrort of mail and key rersomnel oversess. either 
ef these fumct’cns required extensive facilities. and the ferrying Commend 
wee authorized only tc cell en iif acencies for assistance and te use Lende 
Leese f ds for sheolutely necded cevelor: cmuleg oe Per ferrying the 
comand nec ‘ed detachments alone ite fliskt revies and Pelds. suitable to 
serve as trancPer ne‘nmtc; ii also needed seme bases sutt-ble as Inztallae 
tion pointe where erecial eculrment cculd he imsta’tea on the tianes to 
be flown serass ihe Atlantic. uring duly sné August cortrel officers 
were sent to the airersft fectorics on the Feeifle coast, end on -i Jume 
ar installation ceint wes orened at rettersen Field. Be the end of July, 
hewever, this installation noint hed been moved te facilitics at the Neyne 

; ee 245 
Semty <irrort, Romulus, “Wiehe, which wes rented vith lend-lease funds. 
snother instslieticn reimt ves set ur at the “askville, Tente, municipal 
airfield tn Serterher, end ty “ecezber 1941 ether control offices hed heen 


set up at the 34th Street Aircort, Miami, “ls.3 Sevannahy Tae; Floyd 


Femnett Field, Hew Yerk Site; “est felm each, Fle.; “ensley Meld, Dallas, 


fe 
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4exe3 Rolling Pleld; and at other serttered reints. Additione] installation 
and transfer roints were needed for zireraft which vere to trave? the North 
Atlantic rente te Friteins eensaquently ecrty in August 1641 the = herorte 
ment secured deeds to the mmicinal airfields at Presque Iele snd “onlton, 
Haine, and began their develorment fer militery use with lend<lease funds, 
MPfiewlties sith for at Lonz Seach caused the comsakt to initiste imvroves 


fot 


mente at the Fraln Srringe, Calif., mmifcipel airrert in Sectember 1642. 


established to service it et Belling, long Eeach, Remulusy Frese Isle, 
Houlton, and Miemi ir the fall of 1941, the Ketntenence Command {foree 
runner of the 420) umdertock the obligation on & Cetcher 902. 

“4th the heeinnine of the rertleipation oc? the United Ste etegin ¥erld 
nex Il, the Ferrying Command tock on a mere rermanert egpect. On 3 
Teearber if wae reorranized te include tue subordinate divisions-—the 
Domestic Pivisien and the Foreign Division. ith the ercroval of its mane 
ming teble in Januery 1642 the command became a legitimete 4A? orcanizationg 
and it subsequently aciiveted wings and ferrying squedrorse On 3 February 
it took over the control ef the materiel squndrone servinz ite The 
broadenine resrcnsitilities of the ecmmand led te its redesienstion of 20 
June 1912 as the Air iransrert Ceomand, with everseas wings and a domestic 
ferrying Mivisior. The heedeuarters of the ATC vere goon moved to nore 
spacious quarters in the Aa? Anrex at Grevelly Foint, Vae, adjacent to 
the keshineton Hetional Airport, and the headquarters of the Ferrying Divle 
sion were moved to sceommedeticone civen ur br the Afr Forne Concentration 


Cor-and et Cineimat!, Gric, cpening there on 9 February 1923.47 
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These expand're resrensihi: itics led te the cuteright sequi aueiee of 
mere base faetlitics. Morrison Field at “est Fale “cach, Flae, wis fornal~ 
dy taker ower from the Third Air Feree in ime 1 LD. Faiz Springs ues 
eceurie? eeriy in ieril., Tessuse of interference from defense activites 
at betes Field, lenttlc, vash., as well es the reed for opening ah 
interior air route te Alaske, the 2°° activities et Beeing Fi ield vere 
moved te Tere Fela, treat fatle, “ert., on 22 June. Ip Serterber the ATC 
moved from Meneley Tle’ d, where ite activities hed been rrevseé fer sree, 
to Leve Field at Cal’as. Tvo other airfields which had heen des’ tened 
as air surrort bases et "ileinetor, Del., and vewphis, vente » “ere ccoupied 
in Yew ond Nevember 16/2, The necessities of tre'ninr Spies recuired the | 
occumetion of additiera’ bases. ‘csriy in Auly 1942 2 transeecean tre ad ig 
unii <s crened ct “eseermns Field, “Ae Soserh, Mees arc a siniler mit 
wes orened st Fomeste-d Meld, 2° nil-s southeast ef Viemi. An Arctic 
treining school st Gare “illinns, “ise., beesme orerations] in December 
Sectioning early tr dujy 1942 housing was buflt at Senr lune, Me Nex, the 
former sircer ence Trent area of the Rew vexieo Tationel ars and € | 
tratcing cehcel fer enlisted technicians -ms oreneds : During 1943 & 
few nove bases were segue !. The “airfielieS:isun, Snlife, airfteld, 


eriginalt+s tuflt ae a medtum rember base for the Feuvtna Atr 


Secause oF the rr-ssing need for Oe§6 crews in the IndiasThine iting, the 


ATC notivated a third irctring unft at the cere trey Afr osce in Jones. It 


5 


@lee oper:'ad a reri Lacarert gernter a¢ Ale. wor, Miche, and then at Ellly 


251 


Mitehel? Fisid, ieee “ise 
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Tn addition te these bases, the ATC secured operations. righ® ‘@ at other 
shes aieng ite ferry and trensrort re tes. Early fn : June 1942 the Ferry~ 
ing | Command asked for minor improvererts et a number of fielis mn its 
routes only to be reevired to use servicing faetlities at existing basen. 
thie volfey, hevever, vas actewhet relaxed when the cermahd showed that 
1% eas imressitle te use Arey basep in 012 cazes hecevse of eenflicts with 
whe training nrorrazs er other kaP penta Althourh the #TC seens 
to heve had trey ‘ble in seourineg these operat! enal rights early in 1942, 
“the probless lessened vhen the inttiel rush of AAP operetions beran to 
teyer off in the fall of 1942, By 27 "ebruery 1913, for example, the ao 
sts'rd that it did nct believe thet ft would have any substantial need for 
new ecnstructione’ 


At ite ecteblishe 


Bent on 19 hay 1941 the Air Corps Froving Ground received the ertire Eglin 
Pield reservation which had been seaured for the use of the gumrery sehool 
of the Southeast Srsining Senter. This cunnery echo! wan continue in 
‘operation, bat the old comresite groer vhieh hed pose neved from Mexvell | 

| te ‘rlande in 1940 was transferred to Egitn and redesignated as the 


ereving Greund Tetachment on 2 July 1041. In Septenber the Air Corps Reerd, — 


whieh had been reistively inective at Maxwell, was nowed tc Eglin. Ag a 
yert of the 4 A¥ reorgentzat‘ ien during the srrine ef 1942, the Froving 
Ground was finally <iven command status on 2 April 1642. es Age command 
ang as a detechment, the Proving Creund was remiired te test i4F equipment, 
end mat ertel for taetical suitability. In rursuance of this mission the 


ecvand hed by 1945 bullt up roth the main base at Felin and hed secured 
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the construction of 16 euxt ory airfielas on the resery- tion, ech gen 
veted tc @ ramticuler pheee of testing operetions. The reservation hed 
heen ineveseed tn size to £20,7 5F eeres, rort of witch was owned br the 
goverment. The ecet for bcth lend seculeition and corstrueticn hee been 
| | 255 . 
arrrosinetely £23,000,000. 
ir eentrel Fleridr the Fichter Corrard Sekcol ard its successor, the 
Sehenl of Arylied Teettos, betlt ur e tore ambitious trsinine and testing 
EPOD Sehoe) aetivgithes in teig retion hed origin: ted on 25 Marsh 1925 
vhen the At» Tefense Crevatiorsl Treining n't wis setivezed under the 
orders of TIT Intercecter Servant for the emrrose of trat ring ee nee 
in the teebmioues of comtrolied tmtereertier. This OTe, resestgnated a8 
the Intereerter Corvard Sebcel on W Vere 1OL%, wae assigned the matr 
‘ afr here 2% Crlandes, Tis., smi airfields viich vere te he lose ated oa 
Leesture, Crystal liver, Tunnelion, Zerhyrhfits, Ereokevilte, end the 
“AL shoronzhe Fenterson Tourtte Mrvort at Comme. Mlelce -t Fssteres and 
Venthrock, Fle., vere “nter mete avetlable in risce of covet tal “ver ard» 
the efrrert at Terre. / seeon ney ftel4 tedine hetlt under the CAA ucer 
Crierde, Jeter enlled Tineceatie Nemy ir Sac@, wes subsequently gesieoned 
_ tc the sehesd. 872 of th se row fields excert, Treckeville aril Vertbrock 
hed tees improved ty the GAA, The Third 4fr Feree else deetenated sn 
orem fn eertral Plerts ever yikdoh the Ty. pee ceerege Conrand Sehoel Wes to 
medrt adn & wee! air ceerse penis ; ectedet te with niles stettors, seareh 
Licht Snetaliations £, "rn? Mehter afrdroms. The accdemice plent of the 
Ses was lecsted in the leenl fefreroun’s st Crlarde. on 2 “ May 1942 
the school, redesignated as the Fighter Conuand Soheol, was rleced direete 
ly unier the AGP, During its eight menthe of existence it was able te use 
: i r ’ —_ ; : 
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enly Criendo Mr Hece for flying, tut during the sumer and fell of 1942 
housing was tilt at the ether fields and their rumeys vere being improved. 
By 26 Septercter searchlight units were billeted at Winter Garden, Fustis, 
and Umet{llasel] toms in central Florideand Signe] Corps units vere 
dispersed at sce 1? redler stations in the eesnee 

Pur’ ng the summer of 1942 diseucsions were held among the AAP direeto= 
rates rerarding the necessity for reopening sorte new tactical achoc] to 
reriace the old f4r Corps Taetiesl School which hed tecn elosed at Maxwell 
Fieli in Jume 1940. After scme uncertainty ss tc the loeatien of this 
eckec] the AAF Mrveter of Manacerent Contro] finally decided on 25 Serten= 
ber thet with sexe expansion the facilities of the Fighter Cor-and School 
vould te euitable for the rurrose. A board of officers quickly loceted a 
new sehocl area immelictely north of Crlande Air Fase fer the new 
headquarters and aesdemfe installation, ami on 27 Ceteber 1942 the AAF 
School of Aprlied Tacties wes esteblish:d at Orlando. ee By 2 Mareh 1923 
the nev aeadecte area war ready for oceupation. The School of Arplicd 
Tactios encompassed four deyertzentomAtr fefense, Air Suprert, B-mbardment, 
and Air Service-m=esct of whieh was essliened combined training and teste 
ing misstors for thelr respective type personnel end materiel. The Air 
Defense Department, suecesser to the Fichter Command Seheol, was essigned 
contrel of (rlendo Air “ase and the airfields at Kissizee, Leesburg, 
Zephyrhills, and Cross City, Fle. The Inet field vas ancther CAA improved 
sirrert which at Bughnel?, Flae, was built by en engineer battalion as a 
training exerelse and was subsequently opereted eas a cocbatetyre Pighter 
airdrome. Additional searchlight earterments were asteblished by the 


deperteent at the towns of Aperke and aacer The Air Suprort Departzent 
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received control of the two air surrert fields which hed teen tilt near 
Semp Blend ingeeAlsehua Aray Airfield et Gginesville and Keystone Beighis 
femy LirPieldewend the airfield at Dunnellon. The fields at Durnellen and 
Keyatone Heights were provided with overe@ll lending ercas for glider - 
operations during 1943.°" The airfields at Brooksvil's, Merthreok, and 
Finecastle were assigned tc the Bombardsent Department, and, although 
originally desioned for fighters, they vere expanded to sit them for heavy 
benbordment aireraft durirg 1942. Finecastle, for exemple, was given 


260 
10,000=feet rumver. The Air Service Department funeticned both as « 
seheol organization end as the service orzan?zeticn for all of the unite 


assigned te the school. It established a ecubatesimulated service center 

at Leeshurr, Plas, an Crdnence depot at othe, Flae, end a Cuartermaster 
261 

advence deret at Minerville, Fin. 


+ During 1942 and 1943 the AF eortimed te 


enceunter the asme diffieultics in loestine berbin: md gonnery rances 
whieh hed becn met prier te ‘earl Harbor. In the eastern United States 
the high rrice of lard made lerve reservations virtually impossible te ob= 
tain end only small preeisicn bosbing and air to ground gunnery rm cea 
eould be obtatred. Air to alr gurmery rentee had te be loested over water 
ares8e In the vertern United States, where large tracts of pullie demain 
were available, the Ai? nevertheless contimed to find that there vere 

few arecs, however barren, in vhiech senecne did net have a vested intereste 
Despite the difMievlties the \AF sequired between Tearl Ferber and Jone 
1943 erp-orims’ely 12,500,000 acres of lande-an area larcer in size than 
the cenbined sereece of New Yampshire and Vessent om By Jume 1943 the 
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minimum size tract for creeision hembing rences had been set at 2 x 2 
niles, for air te ground gunnery ranges at 4 x 6 miles, and for-airto 
air gumnery ranges at 20 x £0 miles. The size of the areas vas dictated 
by the necessity for safety. The precision bombing rance area of four 
square niles, for exaxple, allowed a safety areg ef one square mile, a not 
excessive area since bovhs might be drorred from 20,000 fect. The 20 x £0= 
mile size of the airetoegir surnery rences wes necessitated by the fact 
thet vlenes, flying at four miles rer minute, fired .SOecaliber rrojectives 
whieh wold carr: 72 miles at 20°00 fect altitude, The 447 elloected 
rreeisicn tembing ren-es te stations on a basis of one range to 25 crews 
tn training, aireto-gremd renzes on the basis of ene te each training 
bese, and the eireto-air ren-es cn the basis ef special esa in 
lee,ting the rarces {4 vas oede mancetory that the least productive avalle 
able land be use, thet public facilities be relocsted as little as possible, 
and thet the range te arrroved by the Interderartrental Air Traffte Control 
Boerd, Sanves could net te vithin 12 miles of a bases; precision bembing 
ranges and aireto~ground ranves, hevever, h-d to be within 7§ uflee cf the 
using bese while afvetoesir gumery rances hsd to he within 256 niles of 
the us’ng afr tase. 264 | 

The range needs of the First and Fourth Air Forces, concerned as they 
were with fighter training during 1942 end 1943, were fairly eastly msuppliede 
The First Air Forse develored a 14,677=ncre reservat‘on near Millville, 
Ee Jey a8 8 fighter —, range and got it into oreretion IJate in 1942." 
The Fourth Air Force cortrolling both the Muroe ranze and rart of the 
Tonopah range, seemingly hed arrle feeilities for benbing an? gunnery 
training. 
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The Seeend Air Force, hoveve>, enecuntered more than ite share of 
troubles in sequtring piisen eS serve its mishrecming heavy borberdment 
training program. “Every rat thet's been dug es. hes heen complaining as 
econ es we cet a ranze,” protested one Second Air Foree officer.” Strom 
orrosition ves encountered in Cregon and Idahe from stockmen, tut eventually 
the air forces secured tuo ranger in each state which could be used during 
@ rert ef the year and crazed in the inactive reriods. At Albuquerque 
delay vas enccuntered in securing remission to herb on state-owned land 


267 
whieh wae scatter:d threughort the public danin, ing 1943 the 
rreblems continued. At Blythe, Calif., the Second Air Force bheovy howbard= 


rent erour vas prevented fron bombing by the ubiquitous activitics of the 
Desert Trein‘ne Center, and not until Necenber was there a delinitation 

by whieh Blythe wes allocated four rartetime rances in the Reeece in 
deme 1943 the AIF secured acrreval for the asquieition of 65 additional 
precision boubing rangers, 27 airetoezround gunnery ranses, and four aire 
toeeir eunnery rances, rost of which vere for the Second Air eos in 
‘Sertember 1943 th ¢ air force ves allotted eight additional precision 
terbing ranzes ami one additioral aireteeground gunnery range ue ite trains — 
ine iseauen © Although these ranzes vere obtained for the Second Air 
Foree, the fact thet veve 25 checks requiring action by 4 different egen- 
cies hed to be net before any recuest conld he made for land acquisition 
made the rrocess time consuming. 4s iste as “eptember 19/3 Erigadier 
General “ewtor. Longfellow, a Seeond Air Force wing cermander, stated flat= 
ty thet the Secord Air Foree gumery training progres, because of a iagk 


of ranzes, was "merely eyevach." 
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The Third Sir Foree seems te heve expanded ite remes without so much 
difficulty. Sy November 1943 it hed the venere] borbing ranges eat Avon 
Fark, Fla. (212,008 aeres) end at Myrtle Beach, S. Ce (vith a combination 
of land and weter renzes cowebing sove 223,147 acres). Other significant 
ranges vere the “ancock County, Miss., rance with 30,622 acres (a sub<base 
ef Fey Field), and the Grest Salt Fiains Eoxbing Renge at Cherokee, Oklas, 
with 31,177 acres (a sub-base of Will Rozers Field). Other water ranges 
weve meintained over the Gulf of Hexico for airetomair nr Third 
airy Fores air surrort fields, when other facilities were lasing, used 
nelghboring ground ferees rances. Godman Field and Samp Atterbury droy 
Airfield, for exemple, were provided an gir-te=cround gumnery range and a 
rattern bombing rance on the Canp Atterbury artillery range. 

The trein'ne and experimental commends also expanded their rances. 
The bemberdier school ct Kirtland Field, by way of illustration, hed a 
tetel of 29 mrecision bezbing ranges by Ceteber 1645, ‘The other torbar= 
afer sohccls at Dening, Rosvel!, Victorville, Bie Springs, Childress, 
Midland, Sen inzelo, and Carlshed eventuelly obtained from 15 to 24, Eee 
cision bembing ranc:es mi Tentative plans announce? early in 1942 
hed sontermiated the establishment of one general hesbing range for each 
three bovhardier schools, complete with elatorete tarzets simulating 
Faropes: objectives, tut this plen hed been impractice] te estes? The 
gummery schools necessarily had lerger rancee. Sy Ceteder 1945 las Vegas, 
lared:, and Eingman bred land ranges covering 2,305,280, 625,298, end 161,997 
aeres of lend respectively. Tyndell and Ferlingen hed sembinetione cof 
land and water ranzes, while Buckingham used a G60,000eecre water range 
over the Gulf of Mexice. By 1645 the Matagorda Island ranges occupied 
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50,625 seres, while the Matagorda Peninesle rangee included a land sree 
of 20,230 seres and an overvater ares of 701,000 acres. The Ajo=iile 
Send ances, used by luke std Uiliiems Melds, oceupied 1,123,135 acrese 
Rader boning training aetivities at Bees Raten used islend tergets clesre 
ed fer use by permits from the British and Rshamas governments, end Bote 
Raton also vas the only AAS activity to bave boobing ranzes off the cast 
eosst of Ploride in the Navy sphere of authority. ‘The Proving Ground Gane 
mend et Felin Pleld hed §3 lend end water renzes within the Choetavhetchee 
reservation, on nearby Santa Rose Island, and over the owes”? 
Moet af the eine ranses were littleeinproved tracts ef barren Isnd 
with simeoly nerked terzetse Targets usually consisted ef co centric 
cireles marked or the cround, seme of which eculd be lighted at night by 
flares or electri¢ 14 ear fomb hits were zenersliy scored by triancue 
lation fror observation towers sesttered about the reservation. Cther 
targets were more elaborate. Yirtland's rances had a simulated battleship, 
a bride, cun emplacements, ard an oli sesinees The larger rances 
had seve airfield facilities. Turing 1942, for example, the Second Afr 
Force secured flight strips et Boardman, Cres, end Sebuarita, Aris., to 
serve the Borrdman (Arlingter.) and the Davis=“onthan paca The Third 
Air Feree buflt two landing strins at the Treat Salt Flaine range. The 
“est Coast Training Center built Melds at Ago ard Gila Bend The exe 
pense of eseh range naturally varied vith the locality an? the extent of 
1 Geyelorment. The cost of 11 sites for rreeision boxbing renzes sub= 
mitted ty the horbardier sehool et Midland, Tex., in Jamery 1942 may 
rerhens be indfeative of such costes where the lands were rented. This 
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develormment cost £120,900, an amount which covered lend rente (ranging 
from 10 to 75 cents per acre with 10 cents the prevailing rate), fenses 
(2500 per mile), fire guerds ($500 per mile), and access roads (F300 ~ 
me By Sentember 1945 Midland's 23 rances Scape ued 34,799 screty 
rented at an anne cost of £12,601, and had received $302,210 worth of 
pirouiae . | . 

During the aniies of 1643 the AS? made a final determination of the 
rarnze necds ef its azencies. These estimated reruiremnts vere aprroved 
by the Assistant Sveretary of sar for Air on 20 dume. in Sertenber 1523, 
as has been noted, the Sece::d Air Foree vas allotted a few sdditioral . 
renzes, tut the AAP attempted te hold its azencies te their estimated 
needs. After Cetober 1943 all range requirements had to be sutmitted to 
the Office of the Assistant Secretary of war for Air = approval before 

2 


any real estate eould be procured far such purroses. 


1 AF 
2 AF 
3 AF 
4 AF 
C.G. 
ASC 
ATC 
TCC 
TAC 
PGC 
MC 
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LEGEND 


O —AAF INSTALLATIONS WITH FLYING FIELD FACILITIES 
O —AAF INSTALLATIONS WITHOUT FLYING FIELD FACILITIES 


@® —FLIGHT STRIP 
X —SEARCHLIGHT STATION 


@ — AAF INSTALLATIONS TEMPORARILY TRANSFERRED OR RELEASED 
@ - AAF INSTALLATIONS PERMANENTLY TRANSFERRED OR DISBANDED 


COLLEGE TRAINING DETACHMENTS AND WAR SERVICE TRAINING 
DETACHMENTS ARE NOT SHOWN ON THESE MAPS. 


KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 


- FIRST AIR FORCE 

~ SECOND AIR FORCE 

- THIRD AIR FORCE 

- FOURTH AIR FORCE 

~ COMMANDING GENERAL AAF 
- AIR SERVICE COMMAND 

- AIR TRANSPORT COMMAND 
- AAF TROOP CARRIER COMMAND 
~ AAF TACTICAL CENTER 

- PROVING GROUND COMMAND 
~ MATERIEL COMMAND 


EFTC — EASTERN FLYING TRAINING COMMAND 
ETTC - EASTERN TECHNICAL TRAINING COMMAND 
CFTC ~- CENTRAL FLYING TRAINING COMMAND 
WFTC - WESTERN FLYING TRAINING COMMAND 
WTTC - WESTERN TECHNICAL TRAINING COMMAND 


ig RP £04) 
a ae SiGe: 


AAB - ARMY AIR BASE 

AAF - ARMY AIR FIELD 

AF - AIRFIELD 

AP - AIRPORT 

AWS - AIRCRAFT WARNING STATION 
BR - BOMBING RANGE 

B&GR- BOMBING & GUNNERY RANGE 
CBS - CRASH BOAT STATION 

CSA CIVILIAN SCHOOL AREA 

FS - FLIGHT STRIP 

NAS NAVAL AIR STATION 

POE PORT OF EMBARKATION 

SB - SUB- BASE 

SP STG ~ SPECIALIZED STORAGE 

CPS - CONTRACT PILOT SCHOOL 
TTD - TECH. TRAINING DETACHMENT 
GOAP - GOV'T. OWNED ASSEM. PLANT 
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Chapter V 
GONSOLIDATIC" AND DISPOSITION OF FACILITIES, 1943=1945 

During the —— and fall of 1943 the AAF reached the peak of ite 
training and operations in the continental United Stetes. In April it hed 
a maximm strength of 1,902,824 persons at domestic installationse In 
September it had the lergest domestic housing capgcity—-housing for 2,401,940 
ere In Oetober it had the largest number of combat groups (143) in 
the continental United States. In November the greatest mmber of flying 
Cadets (109,322) were in training. In December it reached a peak total of 
783 separate air installations (345 main bases, 116 sub-bases, and 322 
auxiliary fields) within the United seine. ince it was evidently 
passing its peak of operations in the United Stetes, the AAF sought during 
194.3~1945 to take measures both to curtail all new construction and to 
release such surplus properties as were no longer needed for the war effort. 


1. Curtailment of Construction 
The vast bulk of AAF varetine eonstruction, as has been seen, was 

finally programmed late in 1942 in order to get it ready for the peak of 
operations during 1943 ard in order to escape any delays which might result 
from plans to impose more stringent regulations for the conservation of 
critical constructional materials. Thus in Jamary 1943 General Arnold, 
after returning from an inspection trip which covered most of the United 
States, felt able to direct that all new projects would be curtailed and 
that "commanders must work tozether and utilize the facilities that hare 


2 
been constructed." 
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The Har Departzent was also verking to reduce nev econstructio: rrojects. 
Cr 2 April 1643 2% noted that, despite the fact thet 221 majer eornstruce 
tion hea beer. commicted, there hed been no arrreefable decrease in the muber 
of aneli projects whieh were heine requested, a fact which was deleying 
the wer effort.” On 15 April 1 called attention to its "Spartan 
e‘mplicity" direetive of 1 June 1942 and reiterated the idea thet eritte 
e2? shortatas mode the “sreatest seonemy" necessary. The AAP heeked up 
this memo with the inetructionel precert th.t "Faeilitice whieh are dew 
sirable hut sre not esgertiel must be elim'neted from eonsideration.*” 
In Aurust 1943 the G3 Division, “DGS, stated as a sencral principle that 
ne more land would be rorchaced for the Army unless faila-e to aceuire it 
would so impede “tratning in a given ares ag to make retention of land 
siready rarchs sed questionable .”° After 32 Secember 1943 the autherity 
of diviston enginecrs to armove new construction projects costing up te 
£40,000 vithout reference te the CE was revoked .° 
Reerite these directives the volume of Army constructicn during 1943 
remained high and did net deelire ag rapidly as wa8 desirable. During thet 
eslenidar year the tetel constrnuetion ceemmnd authorised fer the AAF 
srounted to more then thet for the ‘remy Ground Forces and the Army Service 
Foreee tovet'er. Genera? Arrold, displeased both with this disrerity end 
the Pact that SAP construction wes not declining in volume by month in 
rrerertion to that of the ACF and ASF, ordered on 14 Janusry 1044 that all 
future construction in the AAF would be lintted to thet reouired “to meet 
critical requirements developing from chenging operetional needs fer vbich 
existing factlitice ee. ste completely iwdicnctes®” Se promised the Army 
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Service Forces, morecver, that vhile chanzes in operational requirements of 
eireraft would necessitate some additional werk all euch nrejecte would be 
subject to "rigorense oviaar 

The effects of General Arnold's displeasure at the continuing volume 
of cerstrueticn requests were scon manifest in more etrincent reguletionse 
Aftcr 16 February 1944 ell requests for new eonstruction and for the ao- 
quisition of additional real estete had to te signed ty the comanding 
rercrel of the air foree or cocoeni making the Deseo On 27 February 
Genera’ Arnold sreetPiealiy directed thet, without exeertion, there would 
be no mere AAP constrnetion within the continental limits of the United 
Stetes without his personal arrroval for each project. Lespite the zreat 
emount ef detail which this relicy threw upon the headquerters of the AAF, 
4t was ctrietly interpreted end speed in Uetoter the AAF enneunced. 
tot thenceforth 14 ecole sequire ne additional hotels. in Sevember 
Genes] Arreola instrueted the Seeard Air Force thet the war would heve toe 
te finighed sth the feeflities which were at hand, that ne new construe= 
tion rrojeets would be arrroved until all existing facilities had been 
fully utilized and all possibilities for improvisation exhausted, and thet 
ro new requests fer construction would be subeitted for stations "lecking 
reascrable rrosrects" for selection as rostsuar ees These princie 
ries were restated ag ceneral veliey fer the whole AAP in Mey 1945.7 

The resronee of the certinental air forces and commends tc these 
oncers for curtailed construction was inc-ediate end seemingly sincere s 
“hus the Sentral Flying Treining Command directed on 22 December 2943 
thet "the time has ecne to ster thinking in terms of additional facilities 
and to stert thinkine in terms of utilisation of existing facilities." 
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He new flying factiities easld be exneeted uniesa made necessary & a 
change fn the tynee of aircraft used in training. No new buildings could 
ve built while other tutlidines vere vacant oe Even though Generel Clis 
initfelir vretcste? exainst the curtetiment of ecnstruction ty stating 
that “es shortece of peveriaie and equirment means not that construction 
muct. ster tet thet more mater! tele ard equiment must be produced," beth 
he and hf¥e snecessore issued directives curtelling the inkttabicn of new 
rrateets in the Seeend Air Force. 

The vwelume of 447 eorgtrvetion renucsta was reduced by these restrice 

ive rolicies, ‘ut the flow ef nev projects was ty no nears comtletely 

Garred. Im the fires? year 19245, fer examrle, AAP comrend construction 
nee-rnted for raprroximetely [165,800,000 of the tetel Amy eenstruetion 
amthortention of ee-e,000,0006° Most of this new eenstruetion was 
@ireetiy attributable te the chanves in treining resrensibilities brought 
nbeut Sy the emervence of the very heavy hovherdmert type afrersft. By 
the fall of 1043 it vas evident thet most of this new training would heve. 
te be done or Seaord Air Ferce fields whieh had heen built ur fer heavy 
hember tratring. Thies meart thot the other eovtinente] air ferces would 
heve tc take over 2 rort cf the heavy hevher treinirg. sseordingiy new 
rrefdeets world heve +c he authorized te exrend fielde for beth very heavy 
an? for heavy bevbardrent trainings 

“ith the relexat‘on of the 'r defensive requiremente both the First 
end Fourth Air Ferees were viven exranded training missions. In Sertember 
1943 the Firet fir Foree vas recuired te operate six replacemert traine 
ing groups fer fighters, erd in Ceteber 1943 it vas mode responsible for 
ereret're four heevy beabardzent replxcenert groups. These exrans2ons 
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were te make use of existing fectlities, end in the case of the latter 
proevrar the air force <ne exrressly forbidder to corstruet new fectlittes.” 
It wee nevertheless Inter necessary for the AAP to pernit the exrens‘!on 
of housing at Chathan Pleld, Severneah, [2., and at Charleston, 8. C., for 
heavy Sep eanent tes Between 19/7 end 1925 the Fourth dir Force 
expanded ite fighter training, beran the trairing of jet Mighter units, 
received the resrensibility for nicht fiehter training, and was required 
to devote six stations te tretnine heavy bemberdment crews. Most of the 
facilities were sireedy on hand for the uve of the exranded tratning 

Avities, and three of the six heavy bomber trair‘ng installaticrs 
(Meile Yella, Mountain Fome, and Gowen) were obtetred frac the Second Air 
Forces)? Some additions? housine wee permitted at Feurth Air Force 
stetions, but the AAP was by no means censreve. In Aucust 1643, for 
example, the Deputy Chief of fir Steff arproved en expenditure of 
$1,000,000 te expand housing at Ellensburg, Vash., for fighter training, 
but he informed the fourth Air feree that Teneral arncH would authorise 

“he edditional training or oreratioral fectlities fn the Horthweste 

During 1943 and 1944, ns a rert of the provram te cive esch air force a 

hore balanced training lead, the Third Air force Keneived a heavy bonbarde 

ment training objective and the Seeond Air Force received Merhter groups. 

Helther air force reeded any srecial fnellity expansion for the accem= 

dace oP te erin | 

Maoh of the new coustrnetior. bullt after 1943 was more closely con- 
nected with the necds for very heavy bombardment training, The most serious 
problien was to find Slelds for the Be29'g whick wre te ~e used azainst 
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Jaren in large nut ers. These atreraft nevded 7000 x 150=foot rumveys 
with s lead cerselty of 120,000 pounis. Sumumys 6C0d feet lens with « 
lesver load cepacity, kovever, covld be used for limited training. The 
NeS2ts had about the same characteristics as the i=2¢'s, hut the =36 type 
sivoraft felthouch it vas ooviers thet they umilé probably not be in oper~ 
sttonel use during “orld Wear IT} required runways with 306,000 pound creas 
lend icine S° Beue’ne end meintenance requirements for very heavy 
heonberdmert grours were ctviously in excese of the facilities coined 
at, wast FAP besece 
The Seeend Air Force, which ceve ur pert of its heavy becherdment 

trainire menopoly in the f21] of 1643, recefved initiel responsibility for 
the nreperaticr. o? Be2S untis for canthate Following modest beginnings in 
the gerinc end summer of 1943, tretrint ves being eordueted at Salina, 
Great Tend, Pratt, wd Welker, Rana., and et Clovis, Ne exes cy the end 
of the year. The Cobh County Airrort at Marietta, [e., was expanded to 
serve the Re2i's “eine turned ont by the assecbiy rlent ictee™ Housing 
at Prett, Great Bend, and “alter, originally designed as satellite fielés 
Por Smoky “ill but whieh had been expended to asccamiuodscte heevy hevber 
sroups for staring, was found especially inadequete. At Fratt the housing 
neeced for Ta2o units was abort three times the base's canacity, and 
troops had te be quartered in gymnasiums, hutmerts, end ites During 
| Il, tovever, “ese facllitica vere expanded st Clovis, Fyote, El Fraga, 
Syecrt Perd, Prett, valker, Alamezordc, Uavis-lonthan, Orara Island, Frairment, 
Merverd, MeCock, Talhert, Skoky “411, Kirtland, Sowen, Mountein Rome, end 
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much amriety that the rumeanys designed fer heavy borbers at those stations 
weuld not held tr under Bef flying, but by the fall of 1944 experience © 
showed thet vith mich moimtenanes the: could be expected to survive umtil 
the summer of 1946." . 

The AAF Treining Gommend, which had to give transition flying trcining 
on B=2C and Be32 tree alrereft, else necced te expand some of its ait 
felis, Ate eareeeies in the fir Installations Division on 12 Aneueat 
3oii, the earebilities ef the Training Tom eni's fields for very heavy 
bonhardent use were canvassed. There {1 wis Jeeided that five bases would 
nitimetely he reqvi-ed, one of which would be needed tmediately. The 
corference decided that Manmll Pield could nest be expended first, and 
ty 26 incust the Air Instalietions Diviston hed cepared the necessary 
Were for extending the Maxwell Field runwars to 700C per aes In Septeme 
her three other flelde—-Leury, Aendeleh, a4 Feswellewere selected for 
exrension, inoluding a lerethentre of runvare, 2 wider ing of taxivays, ine 
creseed maintennnee anron apece, end a few additional hangerse”” The 
fifth sehoolees transitfan sehovl for B=32 pilets=—imas located at Fort 
Werth, ‘mt, since the Meld cc 1d meet very heavy bcomherdment sterdards 
for limited operations, the base wea authorised only an additional bangers”? 

Te Third fir Foree wae first considered for 5-32 unit training, amd 
it rrerrred plans te expand “arkedele, Sulfrort, MacT11, end Chather 
Fields (the Inst of which was to be obtsired from the First Air Force) 
for the vurrese. Fach wea selected because few addittorel facilities 
would he required. By Decerher 164/ the JAT hed decided vet te tretn Bete 
unite in the continentol United States, and the Third Air Force une civen 


the resrensibility for operating four Be? eerhat crew stati one. In 
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Jamery 1945 eorstruction projesta were authorised to provide a 7000=foot 
runvey at MacTill Field, to erlerge the verking anrons at Meebill, Barkee 
dele, Sulfrort, and Chethem, and te tbefld henrars at Barkedale, Gulfrort, 
iia Crate Ry the end of Fame 1045 roet of this construetion wes Come 
vlete ard treiring wes in rrevress et a3] four of the stations. 

The Fourth Air Force rartiefpated ir Re2G training only te a limited 
artente Tring 16/4 9 650C=efect rumwer at Moree hed heen extended te 
7000 fest, ond vertnrire in Mer 2945 tre Furth Air Foree been to give . 
training fer lesd crews for Be20 formetions there. The end ef the wer ent 
stort nore extensive rlans fer Be?@ treiring in the Fourth Air Force. 

The eorstruetio: of runveaye suitable for Ea34 efreraft wes a rch 
srenter problem than wes the rrovidinge of feetlities for the Bezt's ang 
Fe32'e. These airersft, es they were designed, would require a landing 
surfece designed to tebe a 307,000 round sross leed. “eo desien oriterta 
existed Por svch Jeadine anc the rroblen was farther complicated by the 
fact that acl avistion engineer’ne des’ens for rurweys hed seer based on 
soci Mications of stenderd highvay designs which had never contemrlated a 
BLO OND round ipading én experinents] rum; was authoriaed to be 
watlt at Muree, Celif., in Mey 1944, tut in Joly Genersl Arncld ordered 
the rroject ahardened when a survey of sci] eberacteriatics showed thet 
costs world be evecceiven” in durust plesners from the Air instal lations 
“Iwielen and the “atertel Commend eaereed thet a new rummy eculd best be 
Suilt st the Fert “orth Arcy Airfield, adiacert to the risrt in which the 
first Fe36 was betre butit. The “eteriel Con 2M anrreed te recusst the 
croject, which ec 24 he tollt with industrial funds available te the command. 


Phe 300, 00G6eround cerecittr rumvay wes Sirst plerned to be 73CO feet Leng 
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and 2° feet uide with 75-foot stebilised shoulders and with a ecnrected 
operating apron 15C x 1200 feet. The cost of this project was estimated 
at #9,960,000. The designed Jergth of the rumvay had been extended to 
S200 feet tr the time that the vrofcct was submitted for arpreval in 
Fetrmunry 194.5, after more covferences as te the design, work was finslly 
eovmenced in June 1945, 2y this time it had been decided to bulld th 
ezrerimental rumvear 300 feet vide and te delete the shoulders. The pro= 
feat was net comleted until Aucust gabe?" 
The begipning ef the exrloyment of very heavy bovterdrent aircraft 
| fren the Merianss ave’net Jarar. demanded « tulld=up of AT fecilitics on 
the FaeiMe eoast frr servis end trarerertat’ en. During 1O44 the “AP 
secrred the corstreuetion of a £17,000,COC intransit deret at Alaneza 
Seth, fer srenifie oversese divenie” Mather Field, Tamilton Field, 
ard PairMeld—Suisur army Airfield were exranded for ATO trans-ort and 


xs 


ferrying emrlovmert. '@ gpevr? frees test at Cary xehler, Seeramentoy 


ants F< 2 3] 2 e 
Ta D.y ves taker over for on oversees replecement depots! “ills Field 
at Sar Tranciser. was fnmreved in a joimt smmyeCAa develorment rrovran whieh 
wes destored te nrovrtie extre air Pectlitics in the Sen Frereises arex 

+ + 4 f 2 + €: 41 
te meet the renck lead of rederlozment of alr uniis to the facific. 

Rone edditionn! constryetion wes permitted in ovler te brirg other 
misceliancmne ‘nsinlintione un te antteirsted oreretiorsl cordittons.e 


&Q Tarp Serings, dey a rrcicet Por develer no Andrewe Field se the heade 
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mierters of the Continental Air ‘eres wes rrojected in Sertember 1o//, ard 
hy Aprt] 1¢25 the Chtef of Fneinecrs had elleerted 210,000,000 fer the 
econstmetion oP aedrinistre ive buildings, officers! quarterg, ulilities, 


a one ByOOefact remy destened to stand 170,00Ceronmnd loads, end other 
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airfield Pern es Effcrts were alse mede te purchase leased land at 

fields which seemed certain tc be kert in the rostewer air feree. Fellow 

ing the decision to keer the installations at Crlando oecupied by the AAP 

Tactical Center, the Chief of Ririneers was requested tc aequire in fee 

all of the land being used for its gummery-rances at Finecastie and the 

ismd meeced for the ezransien cf the headouarters rost neer Crleande.e 

The stereze srace utilized ty the Air Service Semand end its suecessor, 

the Afr Techrfesl Service Commend, certimucd te increase alzcst the end 

of the war. Sy August 1945 the AAP oecupled 87,241,000 square feet of 

storsve of which 14,513,000 square feet wes leaced. 

The A&P alse took over a number of exees: greund forces staticne 
during 1044 end 10/5 in erder te sheet epecielized needs. Fort Thomaz, 
Ye, beerme ar 1aF convalescent hoeritel. Secause it furnished laundry 
end other services to varfa and Teecs Army Airfields, Port D. 4. Russell, © 
Texe, ned te be teten over vhen the sround forces Gecisred it excess. 
Camp Davis, . C., wes secured ty transfer for the training of aviation 
engineer hattalicns in Jemiery 1945, tut it ves released to the Kerine 
Corrs in Aueuct 3045." These facilities, however, required no new cone 


struction te suft them for 4AP neede. 


At the same tine thet the “er Department and the 447 were making efvorte 
te curtail all new ecorstrueticn, heth wers seeking te Cle-ose of their 
excess Teellitierame task which im many vays vas xcre troublesore than 
hed been their origins] sequisition, In December 1943 the War Derortxent, 
trediertirg its necessity om the Tact thet rersemnel sherteves demanded 
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that excess stations be elosed er transferred to seve other ver or 


eivilian agency which could make better use of then, stated fits relies 
tn regard to the diepositicn of surplus Army installations. ‘The ALF, AGF, 
and ASF were directed to submit data on their surplus stations to the 

‘obilizetion Division, ASF, which in turn would eircularize ell agencies | 
cf the Jar end Tavy Perartments and ether governmental functions to 
detercine if they could be used. It wae te meke reco:nencations for final 
disroeition or trensfer te the Ge3 Divisier, O55, which wes charged 
vith making Cisroeition of the fecilities.“? Terly in Jamary 194, addie 
tional inetruetions were issued making the Chie? of Engineers rea-cosible 
through his divieion engineers (later chenged to district engineers) 
for canceling surplus Jeaseholds when net more than a $5C,000 anrmal | 
rentel wes invclved. 411 surplus Installations were elso te be transe 
ferred te the Chief of Engineers for lease or sale. Anproval of the 
Sommerding Genera’, ASP, acting for the Under Secretary of var, would be 
necessary for mee or cancellations of leaseholis rentinz for gore than 
EEC TOO enmatty °° ‘ter the creation of the Surplus “ar Prorerty Jdrine 
istration early tn 10Z4, the final disrosition of surplus installaticns 
by sale wis allctted te thet ine , 

mile these policies were being worked out, the AAP hed already begun 

to Gispose of ite surplus Pacilitieseepertiouleriy its excens leaseholds,. 
coring the Inte srrine of 1943 the fringe end technics! training sehocls 
bed heen to rass their reak tretning lesds end were showing surplus 
facilities. First te he ext back in the ensuing contrection were the civil 
nechanies schools, and (desrite strorg protests from the Aercneutical 
Chamber of Commerce) during May and June 1943 nest of the ecctracta with 
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these schools were canceled. ‘The consolidation of the independent Flying 


“Tratnine and Technical Training Commands into one AAP Training Commend, 
with headquarters at Fort Vorth, Tex., on 7 July 1943 resulted in « reduce 
tion of leased headquarters facilities. During the surzer of 1943 and 
the early yart of 1944 the training activities gave up most of their 
leased hotels, By the end of July 1943 al] of the basie training functias 
had been moved from St. Fetersburg, Fla.3 Atlantic City was evacuated 
completely by training activities by Jamary 1944; end most of the traine 
ing functions had been moved out of Miami by the spring of 1944. Hotels 
in Detroit and Chicago vere sinflarly evacuated, The newly crested AAP 
Personnel Distribution Command, however, contimed te occupy a part of 
the hotels which had been leased in St, Petersburg, Atlantic City, and 
Miema.® | 

in evacuating these hotels the AAF ran inte a considerable amount 
of criticien. So many complaints were heard thet the Senate war investi- 
gating committee visited Miami in Jarmary 1944 to determine the source 
of the difficulties. It reported that the AAP had shown poor relicy in | 
not having taken the hotels originally through condemetion proceedings. 

Instead, the Corps of Engineers, acting for the AAP, had negotiated direct 
ly with the hotel ewmers: and. had worked out contracts which had not been 
completely fair to the owmers. Esch contract, for example, had contained 
a provision giving the goverment a right to terminate it on thirty days’ 
notice; yet the rate of rent had been fixed on a lower then annual rental 
rate. Damage settlements with the hotel owners whose hotels were belie 
given up were semevhat unfair. In some instances the Corps of Ingineers 
hed sought to held «owners! claims down by invoking fair wear and tear 
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clauses in the ecntrects or ty threatering to exercise the government's 
right te restore the bctels if the owners would net seree te take a cash 
settiemnt. ‘The comcittee rerort cleo criticized the Sect that sma of 
the hotels had beer. kert only a shert time, a manifestation ef too many 
chenzes of mind, The Stevens Fete], for example, b--1 been kept but 13 
nenmths ond hotels in Retreit had been teken over and given up in less 
ja The recert, hovever, did not show thet the goverment hid lost 
voney through the Jealous efforts ef the 1'F ard the Corps of Encineers 
te ecngerve funis, ever if their esonemy hed been achieved et the axvense 
of the citizens vho owned the hotels. 

The AAP bed aleo tegun the rather uncertein work of disposing of its 
surplus airfields and ranges even prior te the anrovncenent of “er Dearte 
ment polley an the subject. tx Grtcber 1943 the Navy hed asked fer any 
eirrlus frmy airfields loested near ercuch te the coasts to be of use 
for carrier rilet training, The A‘? almost Imceciately cave up its facile 
ities at Mt. Verncn, Arlingtor, Sheltor, and Out llayute, all nev] air 
stetions Im the stete of empanstcds™ Te expedite the exchenge of infore 
nation on excess facilities, ar Army-Hevy Pectlities Committee was set 
ur in February 1924, and in Vareh a list of 84 standby stations was fure 
nished to the Savy fer ressfble teaneeeee In Arrfil Ctis 2rd Trumbull? 
Melds «nd ether eirfielis at “yannis, Mese., Fert Angeles, “ash., Conzarea, 
Se S., Fertsmemthy . 2., Sew Cumberland, Fa., and “ectfield, Mase., were 
transferred to the fees Teter in the year it was giver the airfields 
at Jae’sonvilie, Fla. (vhere the AAF retsired operational righte and some 
fag’ ities), at Keystone Zeights, Fla., at Fort Devens, Mess., end the 


treicing fMelde at Yecc, Tex. (Bleekland ¢ray Airfield), 2nd et Kalnut 
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Rage, Ark.”? Sone alditionsl AAF facilities for which there was no aprer 
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ent use were given up completely. By 3¢ June 1945 it had turned a tctal of 
72 air instellations ever te the AS? for Pinel ateposition. 

Resrite the obricus desite to be rid of its excess bases, the AAP was 
fairly slew in giving Aen ee © until the necds of redeployment could be 
accertatned, necds which were by no means clearly determined as late as 
Aer?) soi8.° The cisresition of A&P facilities between 1943 end 1945, as 
well as the butldeup of Pacilities during the first two years of the war, 
are sh-wn in the folowing chart: 

Chart I 


STATUS CF AAP COMTIMEPTAL FACTLITIES 
1941 « 


Bye 


‘ain and Sub-bases 
Pua oe rar 


ollere Treining Teteehments : 
Epeeielized Derote (5) 
Kiseellaneous Installetions & (4) lb (2) 29 


; fo tn sseliations were airfields 
rrojected or under construction. (2) mui cies of these miscellaneous 
installetions vere airfields projected or under construction. (3) AAF sites 
end other smell leased installations are not included. (4) Thie item 
Ancluces hotels whieh vere leazed, omed, or on a contractual bests. (5) 
etals include sub-sepetalized decote. (6) Items marked "x" are rerresen= - 
tative of missing informaticr and eorsequently make the totels unrerresene . 
tive for comrarisone : 


ip generel the AAP preferred te retain all ef its airfields which had 
housing end third echelon maintenance facilities mt) the needs of redee 
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ployment ent ald be settiien.” Mest of ite excess flelds were thus prt on 
a standby status. (Cn 9 December 1943 the Air Service Comend was nade 
resvenstble for receiving al} of the excess fields and for meintaining © 
then.” These standby stations were utilized for the war effort in eny 
wey ecnsistent vith their proper preservation fer rederloyment. The staa- 
t'ons and their rances vere leased for grazing under arrangements made by 
the Carns of Engineers, eluave with the reservation that they could be ree 
ressessed by the 447 on 15 deys nee Frevision alse had to be made 
by the lesser te keer arimsis snd other epourtenences away fram the run< 
ea Housing st Kalterberc, 5. Co, and at Seymour lolmston, Dale Mabry, 
and Terdel] Plelés vas nade available for prisener of war ecanps on a reve 
ocakle bas? — Billy Nitehe? Meld. at Milwankes, Wises, wes transferred 
t: the AS? until PEfay plus 30 for housing Barbadian laborers end rrisone 
ers of a Tx: general, the SAF did not favor eny lease of its standby 
fields which vernitted enltivation of the ecil and consequent destruction 
of the soda®? the number of Melis kept on a standby baste verted from 
month to month, but on 1 Sertember 19645 some 72 of the 40] main and sube= 
bages and 74 of the 2é9 suxiliery fields of the AdF were being held om an 
inset ive hasitte | 

fo ttle unfaverable efvtlien coment remlted fron the rolley of 
keering seme airfields om an inactive basis at the seme time thet the AF 
was srending money te enlerge other baces, The Seecrd Air Force, in moving 
ite activites out of most of ite South Takota stations, reised econsidere 
able political ep-osition and questioning, It exnlained the deeision to 
rove out of South Takote and to keer etraska bases with the Justification 
that the letter bases had better tranarertation end were easter tc control, 
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aveinst the seme eir force for rlacine Seribner Amry Airfield on a stande 
by sistus while ether sirfields in the same stateeellebraskaesere being 
ad’itionally developed. “est of the crities were ansvered in the same 
narmmer with an exrlanation thet the eurtaiied setivities of the AAP made 
it necetsery thet seme beses be closed down while at the same time other 
tasce ted to ne given additional lmmrovenents so thet they would be sulted 
for very heavy bocbardrent trative,” 

Meamuhile the AL? was nealing plans for the lieuidation of the vast 
tmulk of ite inetellations after VieNey and for the retertion of other 
stations for the roctwar air force. “y “ey 1644 a “ist of 61 stations fer 
rermenent use wes feirly Pirm, and the Chief of Freineere Gis asked to 
make revirg evalustion sumveye to de‘ernine their fitness for retention. 
“ach of the rrelininery planning wae dore by the effice of ‘the AG/AS, BS, 
but the Mnal arbiter of the stations te be retained was the Air Feeilities 
Beord. in the apring of 1645 questionnaires vere sent out te the commands 
eccuryineg those bases whieh vere tentatively selected for the restwar air 
force requesting miscellaneous jnihorsatioe a By 15 July 1945 a list of 
125 steticns for active service and £f ad‘itional stations to be maine 
te‘ned om standby status had heen dravn we for the use of the interim air 
tec During August survey teeards visited cortinentel stations, Gheck= 
ing orerational factors, transrortation, nearness to rorulation centers, 
heeith, technical facilities, water supply, housing and meseing, medical 
facilities, and other such rertinent eonsideraticns. Thus the £:F had 
drawn up a bedy of infermeticn corncernin= the best of its atetiors which 


were desireble for the restwer air force, tut the actual stations to be 
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kert would depend upen the avpropriations pernitted fo2lowing the e-d of 
Werld Ver IT, 

Following the earituletion of depen, surplus facilities vere Breedily 
relincuiched {mn accordmee with the demotilizetion yplens. Om 26 Octeber 
alcne 192 installations were rerorted eas aurrlus to the 3 sr,” Dering 
Tecarher the last of the leased hotels at “tert were returned to their oamers. 
“y the end of the year the AlF held only 429 inst Tlationa, including 273 
mein and subehases of which 1606 were inactive and 156 auriliary flelda 
of whict 68 were on a standby sees Tt was well on the way towerd 


derobi lication. 
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MISCHKTLATECUS rr CRCRLENS CP ATR Fac tos DEVE LOEYERT 


Mt least three continuing problems were sc interco.neeted vith ali 
f the phases of Ai? hase develorment as to werrent special consideration 
eutside of the chrenclegical nerretive of events which has been presented. 
These probleme arc: (1) a determination of the effcet of political pressure 
on the selection and development of stetions for the AtF, (2) an evaluation . 
of the imrortance of ike various controversies betweer the ALY end the 
Yevy in rerard te the sequisitien and utilization of airfields, and (3) 
a cor sideration of the costs of ec: structicn for the AA’, which, because 
ef the rarid transition fircx one bullding precsrar te another, are not 
ees'ly detern: ‘ned according te the phase trertzent in the foregoing narrative. 

The first of these rreblemae=rclitical rressures on site selectionges 
WAS perhaps more ecrarent than it vac a real matter for cercern. ITecal 
officials, real estite interns at, chamhere cf ecr erce, and other pressure 
srours always eattevrted te secure srry reste fer their commmi:fes, but 
for the nest part these efforts undoubtedly canceled themselves ty their 
very mitiplicity. Tc some extent these advertizing activities furnished 
& valuctle source of informeticn on the advantaces ef sites which eculd 
he used ty the ALT. Nearly every one of the AAF station histories presents 
an crening section cover! ng the desires and efforts of lecsi rressure 
grours te cet an air tase for their eee ait It was these efforts, in 
mest instances, which resulted in a site beard vi siting the commmnity, but 
vhile thess orvenised efforts mey have exerted some influence on the site 
beards they were never determining faeters in site selection. 
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The Air Corps traditionally fought against any effort of political 
interests to dictate the exact location of ite air bases. ‘The Chief of 
the Air Corrs objected to the original draft of the Wileox Bill introduced 
. on 17 Jenvery 1935 because it designated sites for the new frontier air 
defense bases toc particularly. The resulting emendation which became the 
Wileox Act made only a general designation of the strategic areas in 
which defensive bases and depots would be jooatea. Having secured this 
legisletion, the Air Corps maintained a constant alert to keep it as it 
was. In April 1938 it opposed = House bill proposing to repeal the Wilcox 
Act, believing this ef‘ort to be sponsored by Pittsburg 2 Paes political 
“interests who wanted an air base there. On this occasion the OUAC urged 
that repeal of the basic act would jeopardize its authorisation ees new 
bese and "would likely create no end of corresrondence, investigation, in~ 
spection and so forth, to satisfy all proposals fer the esteblishment of 
air beses, regerdless of importance of the erea in which proposed." Again 
In Maroh 1939 the War Department voiced the same disapproval of a bill 
seeking to repeal the Wileox rts During 1940 the OCAC successively 
disapproved of bills designed to permit the selecticr of three air bases 
on the Atlantic coast, to establish an air base at Vancouver, Wash., md 
to build an air base in Maine ms The 1939 augmentation progrem, covered 
as it was by the comprehensive Wilcox Act, was free from all forms of lege 
relling and political pressures. It will also be remembered that General 
Arnold went to the umusual length of cautioning all Air Corps base conman« 
ders not to try te secure ay political agitation fer projeets of interest 
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terge seale exransion, conrested vith the eveved Intentions of the 
hir Cerne te willie evist'ne civil airMelis as meh as possible, cave 


~ s 


mere ci;.0i.: ites for rekitical manipulation curing 1940 and 1941. The 
need for specd in leenting stetions for the Shegrour rresran, hovever', 
exée it neneseery for the dir Corrs to take socost any alrpert which bad 
ax necenteble Tending arne end war willing to lease a tut iding sree. Site 
hoards fSrerbie govekt te secure the vest herceine which covld be obtained 
fees comemities int ere tn rettine an air tase, a business which, 
wher eendueted on euch a lerge scale, was fraught with inevitable diffi- 
milties. the Pirst plese there wag no cleer policy es to vhether the 
boards should strive to secure "all ibey een cet for nrothing® or vhether 
they should geck enly a buildin: site and an eirrort whieh e:r]d he leased. 
ine Sir Gerps ofPiser on such a site boerd frankly stated ubrt he did not 
be'fowes “that sn Army ocfieer should eee BG Piesed in the resitian af 
being a kind of menidicart, seebing efvilian cenietance in the guise ef 
ef cooreraticne® 

This practice of seeing local assistance in the form of free land 
wee of lens standing and ait wee ii was sommd in pr‘neiple it semetimas 
resulved in the virtusl sais of f air Susteliaticus wo the highest bidders 
The comsitments by doesl inte> sts formd a tapis for reeamme which sheuld 
heve teen subordincsted te taeties Bl, trainings end eerstrnetion recutree 
mentee the roses introduced an elenent of comnetiticn batween minicie 
palities weickh resul <0 in barzeine which for Jeral, firencial, er other 
essere could not be Tuilfilled. AL Ureerville, Mine, fer exenple, the 
city certified that a railreed srur veld be censtrveted te the airfield 
site. This ecteessicn vec tesed on e gentleran's ayreenent vith the 
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local ratiroed thet 1t vwerld build the spur, but when the ratlread becked 
ie city vas able to. furnish orly the right-ofewey. At Pangor, “ee, 


the a ented ar airport leave vroviding thet it world maintain the 
rumiaya, tut Jeter for renscus which heve been seen refused te do soe At 


isst Seton Rouze, Ie., the pelice jury oc’ licated itself to remove high 
tension wires around the airfield, but later attemrted to deo this ty pute 
ting pressure en the loesl utility ceerpany, ao causing deley. Fresno, 
Sealife, was umeble ic ovtein the amount of lend it promised to lerse to 
the geverment et its airrort, making 1t necesaary to meve the entire 
project to an altern-te location. There vere many other similer breaches 
of contract. Thesa civil comitzents were consequently not economical 
and additicnal censtruction coste vere mide necessary, thus mllifying 
nemy of the surrosed a@vantsres of placing Air Corps stations at afrrorts 
whieh offered the most conceesions, The whele theory, mereover, fected 
uncue herdshins on small communities whieh eould net efford to bid for — 
aix abene 

While there is little evideree of direct Conzressiansl pressure dic@ 
tating the location of air beses, there are abundant nanifestations of site 
boerda being instruc ted to inspect sites at the instigation of a nexber 
of Congress. This, in itself, wags more helpful than hurtful tecause It 
did eal? attention to many desirable sites. At tines, how:ver, if caused 
delavs ané waste effort when site torrds were required to inspect mant= 
festiy unsatisfactory aitese In leceting a leesl bombinec range near Aline 
querque, Ke Mex., for example, the COAG reoucsted the 28 Air Force to 
make @ rerert on one rerticul-r site “rezgsrdless ef the nature of ycur 
recom:enietions, as this office is required to advise Senator Csrl Hatch 
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of New Mexico who has interested himself in this proposal in behalf of a 


satiben se Again, a site board for the Shegroup program was required: 
to inspect a site at Roanoke, Va., although the terrain wes unsuited and 
the only tactical group which could have gone there had been fairiy well 
committed te Meridian, Miss.” Strong and determined efforts seem to have 
been nade by the OCAC to resist more dishonest polities] influence. Upon 
receipt of confidential information that a former Texas congressmen had 
received a retainer of $1,000 to get an Army post at Laredo, McAllen, or 
Brownsville, Tex., the OCAC advised the commander of the Gulf Coast 
Training Center that he would "carefully guard" his conversation and make 
ro conmitzents until such hed heen approved by the cag.” While two of 
the cities later received AAF stations, there was such a ti-e delay as to 
negate a charge of any peculation. . 

The easing of the financiel situetion which began with the appropri+ 
ations for the &egroup tactical stations seem to have been instructed to 
give weight to states which did not heve air bases, there is absolutely 
no indieation that politicel pressure dictated the location ef any one 
_of the new stations. While political considerations probably caused the 
Culf Coast Treining Center to nove a training stations projected for Vernon, 
Tex., across the river into southern Cklehoma, eventuslly locating it at 
Frederick, there seems te be little reason to believe that the station 
did not function just as well in southern Oklahoma as it would heve done 
in north Texes. As the war progressed, the AAF was able to take an even 
bolder sterd and to demand that there be no consideration of any factor 
an site selection which would delay the war effort. 

In summary, it seems evident that the main detrimental effect of 
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polities] rresmre ves te celar site seleetion in a Seu lnstmces. Constant 
trterwerntion inte the rrcness of afie selenttorn te relittes] lerters on 
every level wes trovhlesene, tet it fa 2 vel 
denoerstie preeesg. Un most. nesas, neweover, semeter: src represeniot ive, 
wen trey did sttec-t te semore ec siderst'+r cf cites of interest te ihote 
sconsbituents, acted eas lewyers seekin« to cresert tre test possitie erage 
for thelr clienisy erg ip no one do trey segv te hove teded te digiste 

the ewteeme af the decigic:. fy che seme teven, the (AT took the tast of 


eM, e~ ithe. ef Bees i : _ +" ° ee F ee 
the gites offered vithout untve aporesemest te any rerticulsar crassurs oTpe 


omvisition end otilisation of ths airftelis ra ¢he cir : 


ig 


erree cf the uetion 
a not incemeiderable asemt of lecalized terita Aten, tart. for *y 
vieweint of eof the national war e"fort the rroblere rever crored te he 
ger'ous. In the first rieno, the cAP and the Newy sheared ro high aeree 

£ goon ration at soet foint?y ubiliced tases, fern airfields xt Inebeenty 


o 


Wiss., Abilene, Texe, and Fl fase, Tex., end elsewhere, vere need te sertios 


navel ajreraft as esrly as “er 2OLZ, “Mniinsiv, local acreemenis were 


Grawn ur seriy in 1G40 vercittine the fir Cerra ie une the nevel sir ctetlons 


at aplineto , “uillarute, Shelten, cr? Oak “erber, Xesh. Here the Corrs 
of Engineers built Pacil‘ties fer single fighter aceeige In the 
secend lsee, the inberserertmentel fir Traffte Gontrel Eorrd furnished a 
werking machinery for the sdjustmant of mast of the trrvelinwy facilities 
ALPS edit: Sut there were scisg Igsal ~oints ef tiscord whieh, riven 
ay. enemy eitack em oom of the sen frentiers ac affected, rirkt have beer 


fim vetous to the son$inenteal defensete 
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arose in Florta-, en area with optioum flying weather but with e Linéted 
air spese. Diffieultices first arese in western Flortds where the ecxtrel . 
of all of the Choetewhatetee Matienal Forest pleead A‘? activities st 

Fglin Meld wery close to the flying erem of the nevel air station at 
Pensacola, la. Air Corps officials at Egii:, desiring to exploit the 
whole of the reservation, wished te prevent Kevy air operations esst of 
the western boundary of the Choctavhetohes reservaticn, roughly the &7th 
meridian, bot om 3 June 1941 a locel sgrecment vas dram up restricting Air 
Corps operations to 86° 45" west longitede ard perzitting only operations 
uncer 1000 feet to 86° 50' vest longitude. It vas egreed thet the two 
Melde then vnder construction vest of the ae line of demarcation would 

be completed, but thet no others would be Meee This azreenent was 
reage able during the Limited ererations preeeding Pearl Harbor, but with 
the beginning of the war it heeare a sree of ciscentent. At the pee 
time operational competition vas teginming elsewhere in Florida. For 
berbing and gunnery training the SCAG hed proresed to give the Favy wure= 
stricted use of al? offehere arses along the east coast of Fleride except 
a sector aryroxinately 80 miles long between Pts Fieree and Boca Hater, 
reserved for the use of “orrisen Field. The Arey proposed to essute an 
unlimited use of the weet coast of the acto? This proresition, tendered 
in Mareh 1941, seems never to heve beer formalized, tut it becaze the basis 
of a centlemen'’s egrecnont between “General Arncld and Adviral Towers. In 
Degesther 3921 the Fawy accordingly erresed Air Corps plane to neve ferrying 
operations from the 36th Strest Airport te the International Airport at 
Mtemt . 4 Durirg te spring of 1942 toth services, probably umittingly, 

a Bs BSTRE ICTED 


SECURITY INFORMAT ION 


RESTRICTED 


+ 186 
SECURITY INFGRMATION | 


RES 5 Shar. FI 


abridged the terme cf the azreement. One AAF site selection boand ale~ 
takenly insrected the CAi improved mmiciral airrert et Vero Seach, and 
a Tevy besrd attempted te secure a lesse on the Gainesville mmnicipel air 
fields whieh, according to AMF interpretation, came within the Cexp Blanding 
sir spece pacerwatiens ; | 

To bring mere arder inte the Flerids situation, a joint conference 
hetveen Army and Navy errvaurtatives evelved a north-south dividing line 
for the state porning from Jasper to Svergledes. In the agreement, 
rublished on 19 Sertember 1942, the Army received certrol of the ares 
lying vest of the dividing line excert Tensacola 4:4 an arca aromnd lake 
Tehorekalics which wie reserved for a seaeplane base. To the east of the 
line the Hewy wrild contol all exeert the Cem Blanding area, Hobe Sound 
{a Signal Gerps serecl), Morrison Meld, oce Zntor, Somestead, and Clevis- 
ton (on HAP fp'ng echeck). ‘The line of diviston between Eglin Field and 
Pensagola was drawn in at 86° 45° west lonzitule with ne change te the 
existing perce . 

This, however, vas ne sere then ea working sclution, and by Jenuary 
1943 the AAP bed secured Navy permission te cetablish en air deret at the 
36th Street Alrport at ‘aml. In February 1943 the Yeavy reopened the 
discusaicn of the bomdary Line when it proposed to open an emphibiecus 
tre'ning bese on St. Andrews Say, between the Proving Cround reeerwat‘on 
and Tyniall Fleld at Taname City. Yo Brigadier General Grandison Sardner, 
comanding the Froving Srexmd Command, it seamed that his reeervetion was 
ecing the way thet Reckvell ard Inks Flelds bed gonesethe Eavy, encroech= 
ing from beth sides, world finally take it e121 perl The euteone of the 


digarreement vas # ccnferenes held in Weghin-tor on 70 Tecerber 1043. Here 
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it was decided te Jenve the dividing line es it vas, but te perstt leesl 
eetivities tc make texmccrary agrecments ecutrevening the besie division . 
for pertede net in excesa of 90 days. ‘The representa! tves of the Army 
and Tavy at thie eonferense were to remain ag a beerd subject te call when 
loes] ea“reements eculd not be satisfactorily worked wae Early in Petrue 
ery 1644 thie acreement wae announced 2s Aror poltey. 

on the faetfie const the Pourth Alr Soree encountered much the sane 
adittientty, but with ‘eas successful selutions to the yeoblens. uring 
the yesra of peace euch aceney on the west sorst hed mete their plans 
for meeting a war emergency without coordinstion. The result, revealed 
efter Pearl Fertor, wes the’ toth the Army and levy hed counted on using 
many of the game civilian fields. in the Sen Mego area only five Melis 
were available fer defense in 1942. “sly Lindberg Field wae an arey instele 
lation, snd 1t vail unsuited because of its linited area ani the presence 
of berrage halieoons. The IY Mrbter Genrand eccerd ingly asked for joint 
ecenpeney with the Navy at Heam Field, Ctay “rsa, and Eearmey Mesa, in 
eidition te the one squedren facilities whieh hed ben msde available at 
Rothwell Field, The Yevy replied thet the three fields were needed exelue 
sively for training and had no room for single fighter squadrons belonging 
t the trey. Since ne lece] acreenent vas forthcoming, the matter vas 
referred te the Interdepsrimental Air Tr-ffie Control Board, which in 
December 1942 reacmmented thet the Hewyr's offensive mission should take 
‘precedence ever the trmy's defensive task. Although the matter eontimed 
te te passed ercund at high lewels in the “er and Favy Cepartments, it 
never received a satisfactory solutior, ard it seems finally te have been 
érovged Curing the fall of 1643 when the Fourth Air Poroe passed from a 
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dcfenelve te a traintns mission. 

During I942~1943 the Seeon? Air Forse enraged in a more Li=ited cone 
treversy with the favy. In dume 1942 General Gide visited Ugshineto: ani 
vas given te understand thet the Second Air Foree world be rermitted te 
develop stations et Futehinsen, MePherser, Rewter, and Lyons, Kase, tet 
wien he preresed te enter the sites, he found that the Kavy had already 
oleered Unutehineen vith the Interdepartmentel Air Traffte Control Beard 
ard objected te Second Afr Foree use of the other three sites. The Second 
Air Perse firal’y hed te sive ur ati tour of the sites, tut in return the 
“avy cave ur eny plons whieh it micht hewe hed fer the use of a site at 
trend Islend, Feb. Tater in the yoar another eontroveray began over the 
centre] .f the air greece ir “eshinete: and Cremer. Tn Peverber General 
Clds received viet he desertbed as "an extremely arrogant letter" fron 
the local Newal Mstrict comernder in the Pacifie northvest stating thet 
the evr intented te exrend ite training activities eround Paroc, Neshe, 
thus, se Generel Clis sa'd, vitiating a £35,000,CCO AAP investment in 
air basen tn Vaeh'ineter and Cregorne Senernl Ci‘s threatened at first to. 
patrol the ares with pursuit rlence and to Mre in front of Heavy afreraft, 
twt instead the Interderartrental Air “raffic Control Eorrd in Ancust$ 
1643 finally ordered the Navy te Limit ite activities toe an eltitude of 
less than 3000 feet nnd te a radius of 2% niles of Faseos > These two 
epicoics vere ems ees?ly settled by the ordinary mechinery avaliable . 
te the Interdepartrentel Air Treffie Cortrol Horrd. 


ieslhy astisfactorr agreexents looking toward cooperative vse of 
Aemy and Mewy fne‘iities were not drawn up until 1944. These ecreenertes 
were evolved os a remit of the transfer of excess druy airfields tc the 
PE QVPRiIn 
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lavy during the spring of thet seer. Te effcet these transfers both services 
named menbere fer a joint Arny-Favy Air Tactlities Comittes, whieh began 
to fanatic in vaee Tile ecomittee confined xcoet of its activities . 
to the business at hend, tut it aise tock ectiens locking tovard the conop= 
ative use ef all air fneilities. As e result of its aisenssion, the hevy 
erreed to retove ite servicing detaciments from the AiF fielde whieh it 
vee weing for ferrying and to rely om 4:7 service personnel, thue serving 
beth mer: and ee a Gy Sertemher 1Q44, moreover, the Newy hed eene 
curred in an AAP cropesal yercitting free cooperative use of Army and 
Vewy air factlities by either service in the event of an meas 

Although this comiteent ves by ne means definite, the Emy ari Hevy, 
after three yeare of wer, Rod at Inst reached seme sort of an agreement 
which leoked toward ceeperaticr, in the exployment eof their air basese The 
whele story up te thet tine hed net been a geod one, end eoreeivebly the 
Pavtuserted evidcermes of cistruet tetween the tvo armed services micht 
heve deen dancerove tc the national defense hea there been an afr attack 
on the coeats of the United “tetes. Certeiny an setute exeny might well 
heve struck at Gan Diece with ecce serteinty of aid from the ecrfused 
defenses of the region. Simileriy, the line of demerestion fn Pleride 
night heve been serious hed there been an enemy ettact on the east coast 
of the state. There the A4F, although {t was unable to drvelor airfields 
alone most of thic cosetline, still remined charred with the cenere] air 
defense of the whole ares. The machinery of the Interderertmente! dir 
“reffic Contre] Beard, moreover, hed proved auitable fer the settlezent ef 
minor Jurisdietions! disputes, tt it hed failed when the methershir of 
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the heerd did net agree, There ves clear indicetion. from the erisode at 
Ser Mege thet sve unity of commend, carekle of taking some sort of 
rositive astirn, was neeted at the ten level to cc trol beth the Ary and 
Revye | . 

‘The problen of the costs of AAF instelletions, while eaetly determined 
fer irdividuel stations from the creject reecrds maintained ty the Office 
of the Ohfef of Sneinesrs, 1s somevhet more difficult to determine on an 
everall senle. fonee the total: evatiable were based upon slightly differe 
ent schednies ar reverticg during the war yeors, it ts herd te find an 
erect epithe for the cost of ae eon ection for the As¥, 

Inventory figures for the value fnerease in AIP construction ere besed 
uron the cate of 20 Tame TOLC, at which t'~e the valze investment in soch 
instalistiors es eertinued in use threughe:-t the wer errrexineted 
£92,000,000, eg my te seen in Short TI. ‘This figu-e, however, dees not . 
ine nfe the origine) eost of land, amt it hee the defeet af ineluding the 
ecott of only these stations vhich remained tn use. Fer this reason the 
cost of Moffett Field, estimated to be $4,604,659 as of thet date, shcvld 
at lenst be et ‘ed te the tots] to cet an aprroximete carital value of 
inetealletions in vee as cf Jame run.” The tetal welue of the AAT 
plent in Jme 1940 veuld therefore seem to be apprexineiely $104,000,000. 
The emrhasie which had teen rl-ced upon the confert end convenience of 
verscmmel anc the relatively ais dye toca airfield facilitics at most of 
the rreelO40 haces is cleerly Indiested ty the excunts of neney which 
hed been se srent. By 30 Sertember 1945 the tetal caritel investment 
in the then currently nved ecrrend installations hsd increased to 


$2,081, O0E5455. The sommosition of this eum, Rf well as its relation to the 


overall “Ver Department iaet ren % 5 es 2s bees may be seen in 
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Chart III, These figures, hovever, do not esntein corte fer Seetlities 
whieh hed been develored but hed been trancferred or relensed rricr te 30 
September 19L5¢ 
The available tote] smmary of the value of var Derartment eenstructicn 

pleted between 1 July 1946 and 31 Sugust 1945 is shown belew in Chart IVe 
‘wer "work placed" or “-crk in nl-ce* is defined ¢s an estimate of the 
enests of Isher, nsterials in nlece », ecuirnent, rental, and miscellaneous 
other casts arriicable to wark secorplished « The summery reveals thet 
during the period of the var amerzency a tote) of $3,152,025,000 or 29.5 
per cent of the tete1 “ar Department expenditures for facilities vent fer 
the ecnsteuction of A/F eammend inetelistions. This Migure represents a 
secourprareseereremmnesranterpenten natty arte nn tn AE CO A 

Chert IV 

CRE PLACER CR USER OCT STROCTICN FROGRAS, is SULTY JO,C = 3] AUGUST 1045 


type of Instaliatics SEO Fer Cent 
Industrial Facilities $3,201,364 ,000 3020 
Command Feeilities . 7 465,651,000 F—D | 
aiy Forees 39152,025, 008 2905 
Sround Forces _ 2,822,637, 000 . 26.5 
Sterarce and Shirring 1,040, 827,000 Sf 
Miseellanecnus 453,192,000 402 
Totel for Ver Derertmert 16,670,045, 000 . 306.0 
Soureet ASF, Statietics] Review, World Wer Tl, re le 


fairly accurate approxiiaticn of the gost of AAP commend facilities for 

the peried of the var ewervercy, and it 4s nore accurate than the Inventory 
figures for Septenber 1945. 7 

| the trend in LAP commend construction costs by montti between December 
1943 end- August 1045 may be geen in Chart V. This chart also shows a 
comparison of AAT ecnstruetion put in place by month with the tote] War 
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THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES DURING 


Total AAP Command Construed 


WORLD WAR IZ 
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AC/AS, MMED Assistant Chief, Air Steff, aca: Maintenance 
and Distribution 
AC/AS, H&S Assistant Chief, Air Staff, Materiel and Services 
ASC Air Service Command : 
ATC Air Transport Commend - 
AWFD Air Wer Flans Division 
“CAA Civil Aeronautics Authority 
ccc Civilian Conservation Corps 
_FRTC Fighter Replacement Training Center 
FSA Farm Security Agency 
ocac Office, Chief of the Air Corps 
GE : | Office, Chief of Engineers 
CTU Operational Training Unit 
ONC Quartermaster Corps 
RTU Replacement Training tnit 
WDGS War Department General Steff 
VPA Works Progress Administration 
WRB Yar Production Board 
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Fist. Ege 2d AP and Forthvest Air District, detivation to 6 Dee. 1941, 
Ve ly Pe 12, fn SPSHC hPan2ndiT, & Dee. 19434 
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Lty., TAG te Chiefs, 421 Arms ard Services, subst Exexpted Status 
of Tt. lawter, Vashingten, 28 May 1041, in #5 620.1 Mt. lawton 
(S=] 21) MiewheDe 


RMR, Lt, Cols Robert Clie, Plane Div., CoA, te Jetg. Chief, Plans 
Dive, C°AC, subet Givillan lying at Army Cccupled Municipal Aire 
ports, 31 Get. 1940, in AFSHC 323.71, ODAC Plens. 


ltr., Lt. Gems 0. 0, Pasoms, 0G, SHGAP, te O/a0, sub.t Air Traffile 
femtrel, 2? Say 1641, in APSEO 374.56, CAC Flange 


Litre, Mad. ene Ge Be Bratt, C/AC, te OG, APOC, subst fir Traffic 
Gontrel, § July 1°41, tn ATSHO 374.56, (CAC Plane. 


COAG, Felisles Relative to Utilicati-r of Airdrome Peeilities by the 
femy Air Corps, 13 eb. 1941; B4R, Col. F. Ne Renredy, Chief, BAG 
Dives GAG, te ExEGe,y coat, 1” Feb. 394), in AAS £26 Le 


¥Vin., Inte-derperteentel 44r Traffie Gentrol Foard, “tga. Me 2 te 
Noe 16, in APSSG 32730]; Ceol. Hobert Clas @E al., to S/¢ gt ales 
subst Separt of I mental Air Tre’fic Control Eoard, 29 


interderartinen 
Apr. 1942, in APSEC 334, CCAD Flente 


Yeuo, Fat. Gen, GO. He Frett, isxt. 0/20, to C/S subst Rerort of 
Interdepartmental Air Traffic Control Beard, 5 May 194), in APSHG 


‘Ltr., TAO to G/AC wubst Air Coumsil, 1 May 1642, tn AG 560 (4201). 


Mine, Interdepartwental air Traffic Contre] Beard, Ntges No. 26 te 
Fo. 32g in APERG 3297mze 


Lites CCE to My. ent Dist. Engrs., 38 arr. 1ezi, in 4agG 626 ig A, 
Instructions for Afr Corps Site Selection Eoards, 21 duly 1941; 
lyon Froject Sooks, Bo. 63. 


lar., Haj. Gene Ge He Brett, Aeting S/A0, to TAG, aub.t Additional 


R&R, Prete. Gen. Car) Spectz, Chief, Piens Dive, COAG, te Erase, 
OCAC, subet Few Tepota, 2 Jan. 1641, in APSHC 373.7, GAC Flange 
Pubiie Law foe 12, 77 Conge, 1 Seas., 55 Stat. M, 17 Yer. dle 


Kemo, Col. 5. J. Chamberlin, Chief, Constr. ranch, icst. 6/8, Ged, 
te C/AS, 6 Mar. 1943, tn £45 334.7. 
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Hist. Rome Air Cerot, 3 Ape. G41 to 7 Dee. 1941, pre 1-9, in APSHC 
205.09—=1; Rist. (kisheme City ASC, Apr. 1941 to June 1514, pre 6-7, 
an &fSHC 205 Fak Mist, Warner Robine ASC, 3941 te 192k, PE 3~L5Sy 
in APSEO 206.1hel, Hiet. foquisition of Facilities for the ASC, 
WP1LGALy PPe LEaSS. 


Wiet. Rome Air Depot, 3 Apr. 1941 to 7 Dee. 1941, pre F203 Hist. 
Cklahoms City ASG, Apr. 1941 to Juome 1944, Pre JnlGy Bist. Varner 
Kobins AS, 2941 to IGidy THe 6x17. 


wD, Ismediate Aslease, 7 me 1941, Acquisition of Bombing and 
Gunnery Renges fer Arey Air Corrse 


Memo, C/Ao to C/S, ouh.t Acquisition af Bonbing ianges at Arlington, 
Ore., sendever, “tah, end Tonopeh, News, im APSHC él, OGAC Flanse 


Expce 8s Eg. S875, 29 Cet. 15403 AER, fol. F ve Me Kernedy, Chief, 
BAG Dive, C: i "te Chicf, Flans Dive, ClAC, sub.t Transfer sf Jurise 
diction ef Tonoreh Bombing Serve free Bepartmert of Interior te var 
Departzent, 2e Dee. 194, in A? PERG 353, OOAG Plane; Grganization and 
Ponctic:e of the 4th AF thre the Your 292i) 2 ve ly PP. IT?» 2253 Itty 
C/30 te CG, GHCAP, subst Juriedietion of Tonepah Bombing Rance, 

2 tune 1941, im AFSEO 392, CCAS Flene. 


Ltrs, Be Le Stinger, S/i¥, to Seey. Interter, 2 Aug. I94C, fn AFSHO 
Sl, CAC Plame; uP, Immediete Release, 12 Gct. OAC, Jew Sir Gore 
Peabirg Yange in esters Utehy ltr., Be Stimson, S/N to Seay. 
Commerce, 15 Jan. 1941, im iFSHO 6%, Oo 3G Plena; memo, it. Cole 
FY. He Kimble, Fisns Div., OCAC, te C/AC, 5 5 May 1941, in APSHO 6&4, 
ClAC Flenge 


Rist. Hq. Ai AP end Northvest Air District, Activation to 6 Dee. 
1GL1 5 Ve 1, Pe Zhe 


Meme, Brig.e Gen. “. &. Fairahild, ExG@e, GlAC, te Mal. Gene Fe 
Arneld, avh.t Acquisit'on of Seneral and Srecial Bombing Ranges, 2 
Dee. Als Ram, Exeo. Mac, te Chief, Baa Div., COAG, 2 Tete 1941, 

in AG 614; Bist. Red. of the Mlamegorde Air Pase, 9 Apres 1942 to 
a er. 1942, PPe 1-7, Sm AFSHC 220 16—1, 


ltr., rig. Gen. 8. ZH. Yount, Aetg. C/ACG, to SO SEGAP, subst Sure 
of Sites for Eombing and Gurmery “ences, os duly 1949, In APSHO 684, 
Coa Flanae 


MEMO, TtHe Col, F. ¥. Fe ess Plans Dive, CUMG, te c/s So, 5 May 19413 
ltr., lt. Col. J. C. Shively, Free., 225 Div., (OAC, to TAG, 316 Ange 
1941, fn AAG 6C1C, Because of the urgency for the ge bese of 

the Slexogerdo and Myrtle Beach ranges, however, “aj. Gen. Arnold 

arproved the diversion of funds frou the 30,000-rLlot appropriation 

to the sequisition and cvelepment of the two Pangese (Sexo, Orige 
Gen. “. S. Fairchild, Exac., CGAC, to “aj. Gen. *. 3 arnold, — aub.3 
Sequisition of Genera] and Special Purrese Bombing Hanger, 2 Tee. 19413 
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135. 


143. 


BIR, Frede, OUAC, to Chief, BAG Dive, COAC, 2 Dec. 19Z1, in AMG 6lds 
Past, fvon Terk Airfield, 7 Dee. 1941 tc 71 Dee. 1942, pre 1-8, in 
APSHO 220/501, Hist. Myrtle Leach Arny irfield, 7 Dec. 1941 to 


Yeno, Col. F. %. Kennedy, Chief, B40 Biv., CCAC, te TAG, subse Supple~ 
mental Estimates, PY 1941, 1 Dee. 1940; memo, It. Cel. S. J. Chanberlin, 
Chief, Constr. Branch, WIGS, Sek, to feat. o/s, fn, Subst Surple- 
mental Frtimetes, PY 1041, 2 Jan. 1GAl3 meme, Col. Robe t Clis, Flans 
Biv., te Chief, Flies Dive, CAC, 6 dan. 1941, in APSHG 121.2, (CAG 
Fiang 


Fublie Taw fa. 13, 77 Gorges 1 Sess., 55 Shake Shy 27 Mar. 29413 

2a ind., (ltr., Col. G, E. Stretemeyer, Exet., CoAC, to TAG, subst 
AVictwent of Fands for Aequisitior and Frereratior of lend, 9 May 
31941), Peters Gene Fe Fe Seowier, Deputy OG, to Ta, a. Mey 4), 

in 246 601 Cy COR, Fist. branch, “tiitery Constr. in the United 

States Uncer the Dfreetion ef the GMO enc the C of E, we 2, ppel7l-172. 


ltr., CG AFCC, to C/AC, subst Instructions te Air Corps Site Selee= 
tion Eoards Relative ‘o Locel Practice Bembing and (hmmnery Ranges, 
2 nly 19413 Lyon Project Books, Fe. 68. 


Niet. Ho. 24 aF and Yorthvest Air District, Activation te 6 Dec. 
i194), Vs i, TE. 20 te212 5 


Vist, Bg. 2d AF ard Morthweet Air Mstrict, Activation to 6 Hea. 1941, 
ve ly Phe 26212; Orgenizaticn end Funet’ ons of the 4th AP thrn 
the Year 1941, v. 1, pe 211. 


Het, Yatagorde Porting end Gunnery Sence, 2 duly 1942 to 1 Yere 
I9LL, vegsimsin “PSEC 296.22—]3 Hist. AAP Flexible Gunnery School, 
Tyndall Fid., 1 Jen. 1639 to 7 Dec. 1941, v. 1, pegging im APSEC 

279 29013 PRN, Cele He de Heed, Chief, Bis Dives CAC, te Chief, AAP, 
31 Jan. 1942, avb.: Procedure in Land Acquisition, in ASG 6O1 Bg 
RC/ASev,, AID, Suemary of Real Fetete ard Conatructics Costs for AAF 
Installation, 15 Sept. 1946, pe 2263 Hist. SAF Flexible Gunnery 
School, las Yeges, 1 Jan. 1939 to 7 Sec. 1941, ve 1, rassize Rist. 
luke Pld., Activation te § Sec. 1941, ve 1, ppe 63b5- 


“amo, orig. Sen. H. J. Malemy, Aetg. dest. C/S, STD, to C/S, subes 
Br Force Sequirenents, May 1642, In AFSHC £091~78. 


Ltr, TAG to 0G GECAF and G/AC, sub.t army's Second Aviation Chjective, 
LS Mar. T9461, in AG 580 (3-7a41) MeleM, This directive contemplated 
the formation of the new groups as scon as pilets and technicians 

were available. In eqeh clase of sviation it vas planned to edd 

an additional squadron to the first objective strength of grcups as | 
training equadrocs and replacements. After all the first objective 
cr-ups hed been augmented it wae rlanned to fore the secerd aviation 
objective groupe. Actually, hevever, the begining of war in Decenher 
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lter., TAG to C/AC, subs: Dewelope-nt of Civilian Aviaticn Facilities 


ty the Interests of Eational Defense, 3C Get. IO4C, Im AD 580 
(It Beg O) Mak. 


KER, Srig. Gem. D. Jobmeor, Chief, THO Dive, (CAC, to Chief, Flans 


Fist, AAP STC, 1 Jan. 1930 te 7 July, 19/3, ve Ly Pre 165-266. 

RAR, Brig. Gen. D. Johneen, Chief, THO Diva, CCAC, to Chief, Flens 
Dive, CUiC, subst Inareetion of Flying School Sites, 30,000 Filet 
frorrem, 24 Feb. 1941, Im AFSHC 352.2, Coat Flange 


ORO » Col. Se Je Chanherlin, Chief, Censtr. Branch, kamte G/S, Gong, 
Dive, “IIS, to G/aC, 6 Mer. IGA], in 140 324.70 


WA, Chief, Plens Biv., COAG, to Chief, TAO Div., CUAC, oub.s Sites 
for Filet Trairing Seheels, 22 “ar. 1941, in 4°SEO 35202, COAC Flame. 


Ltr., TAG te C/AC, eub.s Arpointment of Zonvds of Cfficers for the 
Seleetion of Sites for Kew Tilet's Schools, 26 “ar. 1QL1, in APSEG 


Senste, Rearincs tefere the Subcommittee of the Coarittee on Aprro- 
priatio s on BF. Re £i2k, 77 Conk es i EGS ey Pe ox; aah, thief, Filens 
Daves CAC, te Exec, OOAC, subs: General Dilan for Ireining Center 
Feransioneae%0,000 Filet Frogram, 11 Apr. 1941, in AFSEC 353, C20 Flenee 


Fublie Law Fe. 205 vei CONE e» i SEBBe, §5 ahaihe 123, 5 Apts 1941. 


ltr., Srig.e Sen. %. We Harma, CG, SOACTC, to “aj. Gen. &. Be Evatt, 
fete. C/80, 1 Feb. 1641 RSE, Exee., CAG, to Chief, Plans Dive, CCAC, 
gobel Moffett..7lde, 2] Feb. ISZ1 DES» Mage Gene E. Ayrneld te sil, 
subst Heffett Fld. i412. Heservation (formerly Sunnyvale), 15 Feb. 
1641, in APSEC 323.7, CoiC Flante 


Meno, Urig. Gen. C. Spants, Shief, Fiens Diw., CcAC, to Mal. Same 
a. H. atk suhet Status of Sunnyvele, Califernia, § apr. IG41, 
tr &A3 : Ce 


Lir., "Eetty® ido. 2. R. Stark/, to “Georze" Lier. G. oe! 
30 Spr. 1942; ltr., Sen. G. C. Marahall to Adm. 4. Kk. Stark, 8 May 
gai, in AM 65% Ce 

Pobtie Law Foe 710, 7 Comes 1 eSB ey 55 Stats 6245 1 AUg e 1941. 


Nish, AAP PTC, 1 Jam. 1949 to 7 July 1943, vo 1, pre l8lW1e23 Fist. 
weet Coast ACTS, g July 29846 to 7 ee. 1641, Vo i, Fe 163. 


Lir., C/AC to G3, “GACTC, @ May 1921, efted in Eiat. West Coast 
ACTC, & Aly 1940 te 7 Dec. IGL1, Ve Lp Phe 256-157. 
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4st. AIF Central Pr, 1 Jan. 1939 te 7 Dee. i941, Ve 2 Pre 2m 
259; ist. Wao army hirfield, 14 Aug 19L1 to 1 Mare ILL, ve ly 

THe &, “2, 22 466 in APESO 2°G eh 71, We ly Histe of the AAP Flict 
School (Basie), Perrin Fid, 1 Jan. 1099 to 1 Yer. Vbdy ¥s 1, 

i, 27, in i2Ske 287 AGel, Ve 1p Hist. of the AAP Filet Sehoct. tEaste), 
itg, Grlge, 1 Jen. 1636 te 1 Mar. 1944, ve 1, Pre és 16, 1S, in 

ABGRO 282.7h-1, O. ly Hist. Marlincen Arsy Air Pield, 1 May 1642 

to 1 Mer. IAL, Ve 1, The Fall, fn APSRO 2° hs only Ve 1s dase Ristes 
lake Charlies Army Airfield, hettvation te 32 Nec. 1943, ve 1, rasaiz, 
dn APS7C 285e41~1, ve Is Fate Iuthock Army Air Field, 23 June 1942 
to 1 Fare. TLL, ve 1y Pre U2, 33, Im APSNG 285, 7hwl,y Te le 


Mists. Yeast Corset ACT., & “aly 1640 te 7 Tee. 1941, ve a, Pre 1930 
198, 2063 SEid., 7 Tec. 1643 te 31 Dee. 39429 Ve Lp Phe 3103, 193, in 
PSEC 226e5—2, ve 13 Tist. Merced Army Airfield, Activation to & Dec. 
Li, Ve i, wr 2On2hy 4°, in APSEC 2260351, We i; dbid., & Dete 


, 12243 te 22 Tee. IeL2 “4 Ve 23 FRe 2herby, in APSEC 26-351, Vs 25 Hishe 


leMoore Army Airfleld, 3 Feb. 15/1 to % bec. re ve Ll, Phe Fo9, 
fz APSHC 225465-1, ve 13 Ehddey 8 Sec. 1941 to 1 dan. 1043, ve 1, 
The EG, in PSEC 25 065e2, ve ly Bist. ALF Filot School (Baste), 
*hieo, IO Sept. 1940 te 7 Bee. 2941, passin: Sodg., 7 tec. 1942 to 
1 Jen. 1643, pp. 1, LW, im APSHC 2°2,53—23 Elst. Roswell army Aire 


fleld, dotivation te 31 Dec. 1922, ve 1, Po 23, in APSHC 288.171, 


Ve ae. Hist. Uilliems Field, Incertion te 7 Pee. 1841, ve 2, pe 10, 
an 4275H0 rs. we 23 ibfdas © Eee. 1°42 te 1 Jan. 16/3, vs Ly 
the oa Lew, an Be PERS 2°55 thee, ve i. ¢ 


Mot. ALP Tastern PIC, 1 Jen. 1ST to 7 Dee. 1S41, we Igy Poe BCH, 
55 308543 Ihiges 7 Dee. 1541 to 1 Jan. 1513, Ve 2s Peo 824, in an APSEO 
226.202, We 23 Hist. AAT Falet Seheol (Hesia) “reemville, 7 Dace 
141 to 1 Jan. 1623, Ve i, Peo 4, in LFGEC 223 bfe2, Te 4 Hiet. Shaw 
Fld.» oldies te 7 Leeds 2941, Ve a; PRe Gnd, in AFSEG 289 59-1, 

Ve 1; Seid. & > Lee, 1°21 te 32 Tee, 1°47 9 ¥e 1, De Hn, 4n &FSHO 


PPe 32073, Im ATSIC 242 B00], ve ly dhid., 8 ec. 1941 to 31 Dee. 
19L2, ve 2, po 5, in ATSIC 282 ,.80el, ve 1p Hist. Napier Fid., 1 Jane 
are to 7 Tee. 341, Ve “ De 15, in pata 206. 78el, Ve 26 Sbldes 

f Tee. ILE to 2 Jan. RLeA 3" Fe 37, im APSRC 246.7 =23 Elst. se@e of 
re Filet Sehool (Advance » Voody Fla, Incertion to 7 Tece 1941, pe 
%, 4n AFSEC 286.5515 ls; s & See. 1641 to 32 Fee. Giz, Ve i, Pe 
1%, am SFSEC 286 e5Ge2, ve le 


Ltr., TA to 05, SEACTC gt ale, subst Air Corrs Replececent Treining 


Senters, 3° Sept. 16d, 5 3G 32062 {Ge2hemb1) Mila AP, 
tte., Brig. Gen. R. 8. Lincoln, Courandent, ACTS, to C/AC, sibes:. 


Frososod Sitegeeiir Corps Teehnice] ecnpols; 1¢ Jens 1941, in AFSEO 
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REA, Chief, Plone Tives COAG, te chief, Te0 Hiv. mac, subet 
Reerd of Cfficers te Survey Sites for Air Corps Stations, 13 Jan. 
1941, in APSHC 533.1, GCAC Flens; 24, Chief, Flane Div., CCAC, te 
Chief, BEG Divs, CoAc, gabet Board Froceedirga, ¥iehita Falls, 
Texas, 18 Feb. 19415 18%, Shief, Flane Div., to Chief, B&G Dives, 
COAG, gob.? Board Proceedings, Wiloxt, Misse, 18 Feb. 1541, in 
APONO 392, (OAC Flame. | 


Memo, Col, Rotert Clds, Flens Div., COAG, to Asst. C/S, Ge, FWA 
Syanch, 31 Mer. 1941, in 37S°G 353, OCAC Flange, 


Public law fo. 2a, 7? Coney 1 Sess., 55 Stat. 123, 5 Arr. 1841, 


Fiet. Heesler Fld., Activation to 7 Dees 1941, ve 1, Pre Ta33, 186, 
SLi, Ve 1, Pe En? y 7, in APSEC 228 BHel,y ve le 


Mere, it, Gol. % S. Fefrektid Execs, Tlans Dives Ad, to c/s 
aubet Air Corps Seplecenent Gentere, 15 Hay 1941, in 4FSHO 323.7, 

OCAG Flange : 

Ltr., TAG te C/AS, subst Air Corps Heplacecent Training Centers, 

6 Juma OL], in AT 600-12 (5e19mi1} YGF; ltr., TAG to C/AC, suber 
dir Corre Replecement Treining Contera, 30 Sect. 1641, tn 20 320.2 
(GeLe1) “ReNell, 


Hist. Lowry Fld, Activation te 7 Dec, 1942, v. 1, Ch. TI, pre 20, 13, 
in APSO ZESeT aly v ie : 


Hist. Army Air Corrs Teehnias! Treining, 1917 to 7 Dee. 1942, v. 1, 
The 25-25. 


itr., Col. GS. FE. Stretemmyer, Fxec., C20, to TAG, 26 Feb. 1942 
sub.: Construeticnas3°,000 Filet Training Tregren, in 440 600.1 Beals 
Publica Dew He. 2S, TT Gongey i <O8S 05 55 Shake 123, § arr. 1941. 


née, Chief, Fi.ns Div., COAG, to Chief, Matertel Diw., suhe? Addition=- 
al Sir Derots for the Second Aviet'on Céjective, 26 Apri 1941, in 
SPSEC 323.7, OL40 Plans. 


HR, Chief, “ateriel Dive, OOAC, te Chief, Plone Dive, ORC, mubes 


Additional Atr Dercts for the Seecrd Avietion Objective, 2 July 1941, 


ltr., TAG to Lt. Sel, C. C. Rutt, thru 06, AC “aintenarce Come, 
subs: Bosrd of Cffice-s to Select Sites for two Alr Corps Derota, 17 
June IMI, in AS 580 (G2b—f1) GF. 


ist. Sun Fermardine Air Depot, ietivation te 32 Dec. 1643, v. 1, 
Fe S2, fn APSEC 205.121, Veo Ze ; x 


Hist. Spokane ABS, IGL 261913, Ve i, Pe 1, tn AFSHO 205 .13—1, Von le 
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Rist. Gan Rermerdine Air Decot, Activation to 32 Tee. 19435 ve 2, 
Pe S7afD 3 Hiatt. Srokane LSy IZ, 19L3 9 Ve i, Pe 18, 


Thigas te ly FPe 26) 275 Se 


Hist. Sen Bernardino Air Deret, Activation te 31 Det. 1943, ve 2 
Tre 104, 14S. 


Lep., TAG to CG CEOAF, G/M, mub.t Army's Seccnd Aviat!on Objective, 
1, Mar. IGL1, im AG S80 (Sa'Fuai1) Matedt, 


LtPe,s Mate Gen. G. Fe Brett, setting c/a, to Asst. c/s, Gedy subet 
Construction at Air Corrs Stat‘one, 1 May 1941, Im AAG 600.1 Ba. 


Meno, Fad. der. G. He Brett, datz. O/AC, to C/S, sibes Selection of © 
dir Seoes, Second Aviation Objective, 7 Hay 19413 arprewed, 9 


ltp., TAS to CG's, £12 Serre frees and GESAF, subst Selection of Air 
Bases, Second avintion Objective, 12 Fay 164], in 4G 580 (Se7e41) 
Me Falls ! 


Ist ind. (meme, Lt. Col. Le J. Ubitloek, Chief, Real Eetate Secte, 

Thal y to Chief of Engrs. and C/iG, subes Details fer toerds fer 

Selection of Afr “ases, Second Aviation Cbjective, 31 May 1942), 

ree ae ?. romprins, Frece Asatte, OE, to c/s, 6 dune 123, tn 
: a a ; 


Ist ind. (ltr., TAS te C/AC, gub.: Selection of Air Reses, Second 
hylation Objective, 12 June 1941), trig. Gen. H. As Dargue, Aotge 
C/K, to TM, $ Inky 1641, in 3S 590 (51741) 6. 


Tte., TAG to C/AG, sub. Selection of Air Tases, Second Avistion 
Cojective, 1] July 1941, tn Ao 520 (57041) OF. 


RAR, Arig. Gene Cer] Spesta, C/A8, AAFP, te Chief, SAF, sub.t Summary — 
of Air Base Situation, & Group Prégram, 30 July 1941, in APSO 
334, OCAC Plans. . 


ist ind. {ltr., Col. F. & Sradr, c/s, ‘| aF, to Gol. J. We 5. ; 
Yuast, sob.t Loeation of New Afr Bases, 2 Aug. 1941), Col. J. We Se 
Wnest te C/AC, 4 Aug. 1941, iz SAG 686 6. 


RAR, Gel. Fe. He Kennedy, Chief, BEG Dives Che, te Fame, OA, wub.t 


Seleeticn. of Adr Bases, Secord Aviation Objective, $ July 1941, in: 
ASG 686 ¢. 


It ind. (ltr., Col. 3D. KeConch, Exec, Apst., CCE, to 0/AC, subs 


iavance Planning, 26 July 1642), Col. F. . Kermedy, Chief, B&G Div., 
COAG, te C of E, 5 kg. 1941, in AM 600.1 Bel, 
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Lire, Cole Fe Me Fernedy, Chie?, Rao Div., Cas, te TAG, abet 
Setiontes for Second Av ation Chjective, # aug. 1921, in AAS 600.1 2-2. 


ltr, It. f a 
Stat ‘ona, wba Treetesie Poture 
Stations, 33 Aur s Al, fin AAG 66.2 Bak» 


Meno, Mas. Sene He Re advneld, Chief, SAP, te o/s subst hivport 
Expansion Procran, 17 Oct. 1941, in AFSHC 8092-65. 


yn, of Staff MRzes AAP. 3 Got. 19423 ibid., é be 394}, fn APSEC 
£0G20,5. 


Thid., 18 Row. 1942. 


Memo, It. Sol. F. lL. Seorge, 487T, to C/AS, subs: Selection of 
Tactical Sreup Leases, 22 lov. 1941, in AFSEC 8092067— | 


Statement of Maj. Gen. Eugene Reybold, ¢ of E, on 2i, Hove. 1941. 
House, Fearings befcre the Subearmittes of the Committee on Aprrorri~ 
ations on the Third Surrlezental “national Defense Appropriation 
F471 for 1642, 77 Congey 1 Sess., 17 Fave 1941, pte 2, Pe 234. The. 
correlation between the rian to develer bases for 55 combat groups 
and the decision te ask for 14 new stations is net definitely dise 
cernsble. In E-vember 1941, however, there were 3 tactical 
groupe in the ecntinental United States. (Direetory of the Arzy of 
the United Stetes wo. As of Soventer 1, 1941, ppe 5=8)- 


vers Abbey, Execs, BES Dives Ga, te Cots, a1 ac 
kuthorised Strengths fer Air Corps 


fouse, Hearincs before the Subecumittee of the Committee on Arproe 
rriations on the Third Surrlementel Hetions] Tefense Arrropristion 
Rey for 142, TT CONE oy 2 SOBBe, 17 Rev. 1941, rt. 2s PPe 20! aeTy 
235-236, Lhe 


Senete, Hearinve before the Subecemittee of the Ccmaittee on Arproe 
rriations ox E. & fee 159, 7? GConge, i ORS, me A Dec. i194), rte 2s 
THe 327—3306 


Publie Law FO. 23s 77 Gene., 1 Sess., 55 § pat 1? Dee. 1941. 
Memo, Sol. ¥. d. Reed, Chief, BSG Div., to ¢ on subet Report on 
Status of Cuvrent Construction Frogram, 6 Feb. 1942, in 480 600.1 G. 


A&E, 95-5, 26 June 1941. 


RGR, Yaf. Gen. Ne F, Arnold, Chief, 247, te trig. Gen. Carl Spaeta, 
o/s 1B, te » sub.: Frocedure for Seternination of Site for Future Air 
Serpe Activities, 25 Hev. 1941, in 446 686, 


Chart, Training end Operations Feetors, ca. 27 Fow. 1941, in As 686 
F, The total ercdits given each station were: Syracuse 93, Surling= 
ton 4C, Topeka $5, erea 21, Zeauccnt-Silistee 7° » ofeux City 
86, Lincoln 65, des “Motnes 65, Seno &, MM. Yorth $3, Nashville 87, 
Greenville £2, nce fag: Tokina petty Me Elemsth Salle 45, kalla Welle 


&, Casper &, Sap mus Gl, Elckmond 92, 
“innearolis 55, opine pea G2 ‘ete Falls 5¢, imarillo 65, 
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204, 


205. 


- Contimed 
and Cedar Serits 70. 


Memo, Col. Ts Pe Sorenson, AC/AS, dak, to C/S, subst Selection of New 
Air Bese Sites, * Dee. 1941; amended end approved by Maj. Gen. Be 
He Arnold on 9 Dee. 1942, im £46 Gf6 F, 


Memc, Chief, 280 Div., C08, te C of Ey 20 Dee. ISA1, in AAG 686 F. 
in ali-purrose airfield waa tc heave housing for the 64 officers of 
a wedinm hom’ squedre:, for the 2°2 nen of 2 heavy bonbardnent 
squadron, erd landing facilities for the heaviest type of planes 
then in use. . 


ltr., Cel. Ee. Pe Sorenson, AC/AS, fed, to O of E, sub.2 Construction 
of Sewer. Fey Air Zeses, 1 dan. 1942, in AAG 686 F. 


ltr., TAG te C of E, C/4C, subs Selection of New Air tases, 31 Dete 
YL, fn AG SAO (L2—P0eL1) HGRASP, 


(CK, Wet. "ranch, Mil. Constr. in the Untied States Unier the Diree= 
tion of the “MG and the C of Fy ve 2, pe L9s maze, Col, We J. Read, 

Thief, B&G My., to C/K, subst Rerort on Status of Current Con= 
struction procren, & Feb. 1642, in A&G 600.1 S. 


A°1 ef the Sites with the exeertion of Richmond, Greenville, and 
nim Tenn., were purchessd. (AA?, Inatallations Directory, 1 July 
1944) 0 ‘ 


Fist. Syracuse Aruy Air Base, Aetivatior to 1943, ve 1, pre 2p 5, 
_ Iw, in APS™C 288.99~1, Ve le 


Rlet. sapid City Army Air Bese, 2 Jane 1942 te 20 Tet. 1943, Pre 3s 


Hist. Walle Walle Army {ir ase, 19 June 1942 to 31 Tee. 1942, pps 
led, in LPSNC 280.531, 


Rist. Jreenville frey Air Ease, 2% Mey 1612 to 31 Dee. 1942, we ly 


Fist. Biehmend irmy Air Pase, tune 1942 to Apre 194d, ve Ly Pe 
526, an APSSG 227 Sal, Ve le 


Bist. Seyrne Army Airfield, Activation te 1 Jan. 1943, ¥. 1, Ppe 
Ua62, in APSHO 28.fO~0l, ve le 

figt. Leckbourne Army Sir Base, Activation te 31 Tee. 1942, we dy 
The Pakts in spon 225 771, Ve ie 


tly the sir hase at Sioux City was lecsted on a leased airfield, and 
this municipal field was leased for exclusive military use. (AAF, 
Installetions Mreetery, 1 July 1944)< 
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Hist. Sloux City Army Air fase, Activation to 31 Dec. 1042, vs ly 
Pre 1, é, 8, in APSee 27h 5 a1, Ve i. 


Hist, Pueblo trmy Air Kase, 25 Mar. 1912 te 31 Dece 2942, pre 1, 
by fn APSHO 287 .Bele 


Hist, Topeke Army Air fase, 1 Aug. 1942 t: 31 Dee. 1942, pp. 1, @ 
in PSEC 2°9.1é=1. 


NMiete Red. of Elicgs Fld, 7 Dee. 1941 te 31 Dee. Whe, we i, Be i, 
fn APSHC 220.7402, vo 1p ltr., TAG te CC, Biggs Fld, sub.2 Jurige 
diction of Biees Fld, Texas, 22 Fer. 21922, in £0 580.82 (3-S42)mRe 
MekAP/Amhy ALF, Stetion List, 4 How. 1942, Fe be 


Hist. 24F Filet Sehool (Four Enzine), Fort Wort), May 1940 to 1 Hare 
IAL» Ve i, Pre i, é, Ty 13, 26, {rn APSHO 23 alm], Ve de 


Mist. Santa Meria Army Airfield, 1 jume 1942 to 31 Zee. 1943, ve 1, 
pre lp 25 4) 1, 12, in APSEC 2°3.43-1, ¥. 1. This field wes assigned 
to: the IV Fighter Cesrmmard on 16 Sert. 19236 


Fist. If Tac. Air Dive, Activetion te August 1%4, pps 4-5, im AFSHO 
DYVaTACMPeHT, 1 Sert. 1641; Hist. Red., fruy Air ase, Aone, eve, 
30 Cet. 1642 to 2 Pek. ILL, Ve i, Fpe i, 3, 3 &, 33, 4n APSHG 
TeSESeHT, 19 Tet. 1942. Rene Army Air Base was finally Prought ine 
to use for flyin: treining 23 the station fer the 34 OTC, Ferrying 
Division, *TC, in July 1943. 


Ltr., TAG to Chiefs, Arne and Services, sub.t Air Scerd ferorts, 15 
Bepte 1930, In AG 320.2 (6526-39) Heit, 


Ltr., THG to CG, IZ Cerre drea, sub.t Nevemnent of Gre Flight of 820 
Cbservation Squadron to Brocks Pld, Texas, 15 Jume 1940, in 4G 353 
(4a200,0) MaGeMg ROE, Chief, Flens Div., C7aC, te O/AS, subst 
Station fer 22a Coservetion Squmdren, § Axl? 1640, in 4FSHO 322.082, 
Ccac Plans. 


Yexo, It. Col. I. Ge Taker, Exec., CUA, to fast. C/S, G3, sub.t 
C:servation Squedrons for Arnored Mvisions, G Aug. 1940, in APSHO 


322.082, COLC Plena. 


Ltr., TAD to CG's, VIILT and TZ Corps Areas, sub.t Transfer of G2d 
Cheervation Squadron, 1 Apr. 1941, in AG 370.5 (S«21e1) NaCeM. 


Here, Col. Ee Le Twaddle, Astg. Asst. C/S, 5-3, te C/S, sub.1 Ansign= 
ment of Reguler tray and Fational Guard Choerwation Squadrons, 26 
How. 194C, in APSPCG 322.082, ClAC Plars. 


vero, Maj. c. E. Dengan, Exece, CORE, to Asst. t/e, GunZ, sub.? Change 
in Stetion for the 20th Army Ren. Sqe, 30 Cot. 1940, in APSEC 370, 


RESTRICTED 


SECURITY INFORMATIGN. 


MCAS Flonase 


BHSeEC, 


2326 


2330 


23he 


2350 


2406 


2h2 6 


2430 


RESTRICTED cap 


SECURITY INFORMATION 


24 ind. Ultr., Brige Ger. DB. 4. Robinson, C/S, 28 Army, to TAG, 
anb.t 30th Ren. Sq. fewy, 19 Mey 1941), Kaj. E. 0, Curtia, Execs, 
Flene Div., GOAC, toe TAG, 9 June 1941; ‘ltr., TAS te Chief, SAF, 
gubet 30th Ren. Sq. (aray), 4 Daas 1941, in AG 37005 Kth 

sence Squadron, (5=19—41) M0 


Ltr., TAS te CO's Corps Areas, sub. Transfer and Assignment of 
Certein Cheerwation Squadrona, Air Corps, 2 Cet. 1941, in &5 320.2 
(G-200£0) © (Ret) ¥6. 


Mist. DeRidder Army Sir Sese, 1 Jan. 1939 to 31] Dee. 1942, ve ly 
gmezin, in SPCRO 282,1a—], we Le 


RAR, Col. Te Ma Kermedy, Chief, Bal Div., GAC, te chief, AAP, subst 
Mowenernt. ef Yations? Guard trex oaclere ee Fla., to Cemp Blandixg, 
13 Awe. IOL1, im APSBC 322.25, 0020 Plans. 


Fublie Law Nee 7El, 7 Contes 3: SEBBe, 54 cide B72, F » 25403 
ltr., TAG te the OMG, sub.: Construetion of Fational ies Tnite, 

1# Sept. 1940, in 43 "6012 (Sul) aso R&R, Chief, Flanz Divs, 
GAC, to Emee.,s COA, sub.t Estional cmerd tmits, 25 Sert. IOLL, in 
APSEO 322.13, GcAc Fans. 


Fetes, Ghar. III 


Nemo, Yai. Gen. J. P. Williens, Chief, RG Bur., te Maj. Tene He He 
Arnold, subtest eso te Liat, Yatio-al Guerd Squedrona, 28 Mar. 194i, 
fr: APS att Bede? © SAG Fiarn@e 


Femc, Lote EH te, Lee Twaddle, Act? « ASRbe Css. Gan y to C/as, subet Neston 
nent of Observation Scuadrens, 14 Tes. 1940, in APSHO 327.082, COAe 
Fiens. 


BAR, Brig. Sen. Carl Spaats, Chief, Flane Divw., CCAC, to Chief, 
BSG Diy., Clic, ah: Housing for Air Cerns Treops, 15 Apr. 2641, in 
APSEC 322.13, Coid Plans. 


ttr., Col. J. R. Johnson to Ii, sube: Spee. Investigaticn, 32a Div. 


ltr., “aj. Gen. G. %. Drett, C/2C, to TAG, sub: Selection of 2 
Suitable Site for the 1024 Chservetion Sqe, 5 May 1941, in 4FSHO 
322.13, “OAC Flens. Comatrnetion at this site was sub 

abendored. (23K, 844 Seet., AFAUS, to AFRES, sub.s Ground Air Support 
Bane at Fort MeClelien, 7 Ame 1942, in AMG 686 R). 


Mano, Trigs Gen. He A. Tangue, Chief, Inspection Divs, CAC, toe 5/AG, 
4 Fome 1941, in SPSEO 320.4, Oca Plans. 


Memo, 6/20 te C/S, mib.1 Combat Readiness of Chservetion Aviation, nedle 
Identices] letters we e written tr Gen. Marshall to Lt. Gen. 4. He 
Chaffee, ‘Lt. Sen. “alter Eruezer, 14. Sen. 5en pee ide Gere Be Ne 
Drum, and It. seme Je Le DeWitt On 2i Jore 2941, in APSEO 32O oh cose 
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Zhhe 


2456 


2476 


24k. 


Ltr., TAG to Chief, AAP, sub.t Air Support Aviation, 25 July 194 


40-88 320.2 (7-17-41) MR-MAF. 


Ttr., Kaj. Gen. 4. He Arnold, Chief, AAF, to GG acc, subst Air 
Support Avietien, 26 July 1941, in AFSHO 320.4, OCAC Plans. 


GO 3h, APOC, 30 hog. 1941; BORO, It. Gen. B.C. Fomons, 6G AFC, to 
Chief, AMF, 3 duly 1941, im AFSHO 091-32; Hist. II Tac. Air Div., 
Aotivation to August IAL, Ve 1, Pps le, in APSEO DIvaTACeReHl, 

2 Sept. 1941; Hist. IV Air Support Comd., 3 Sept. 1941 to 4 Sept. 
1923, pps 1-2, in APSHO COM—A-Sup-HI, 3 Sept. 19413 Hist. III Reng 
Cond., 7 Dec. 1921 to 30 Sept. 1943, pp. 1-2, in APSHO files, 
COM-RON-3-HI, 7 Dec. 1941. | 


R&R, Col. F. He Kermedy, Chief, BM Div., OCAG, to Chief, AAP, 13 
dug. 1942, sub.: Hevement of Fationel Guard from Jacksonville, Fines 
to Camp Blanding, in A°S5HC 322.13, OCAC Planse 


Biste 2d AP, 7 Dec. 1941 to 3) Dec. 19/3, ve 2 Pe 472, in APSHO 
AfuQ-HI, 7 Dec. 1941+ . 
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Chapter IV 


Exes. G&xder, HOe B97h5 14 Bee. 1941. 


ltr., TAG tc 6G, Eastern Theater of Opns. sub.t Gey, Administrative 
Order——Designation of Rastern Theater of Operations, 20 Des. 1941, 

in AG 271 (12-10041) ¥SGeD-M; lir., TAG te 0G, Western Defense Comd., 
suh.? Gel, Administrative Grder—-Designation of Western Defense Conde 
as Theater of Oparations, 12 Jan. 1941, in AG 320.2 (1-11-42) ; 
MSCeDMy ltr., TAG to OG, WDC, sub.t Gai Administrative Order—Desige 
nation of Western Befense Command as Theater of Operatidns, 13 Dec. 
941, in AG 320.2 (12-13-41) MDM. 


Min. of Steff Mtg., AAF, 9 Dee. 1941, in AFSHC £09254. 


Memo, Col. E. F. Sorenson, AC/AS, ei, BAF, to C/AC, sub.t Construse 
tien of New Air Bases, 13 Dec. 1941, in AAG 686 F. 


OCE, Hist. Erench, Mil. Constr. in the United States Under the 
Direetion of the OMG and the C of Ey Ve 2, EPe 154~159. 


Hiet. 2a AF, 7 Dees 1941 to 33 Bese 1SL2, Ve i, FPe 21—Zhe 


Dircetion of the CMG end the C of E, ve 2, poe 1501553 lir., Brig. 
Gen. W. D. Styer, G/S, WD, SOS, sub,t Administrative Procedure Re» 
lating to Construction, Maintenance and Real Estate, Zone of the 


Interior, 23 Mex. 1942, in AAG 600.1 Hel. : 


ltr., TAS to C/AC, subst Construction of Airplane Revetaents in the 
Continental United States, & Mar. 19/42, in SG 580.82 (2-2h—2) MOAAF, 


OCE, Bist. Branch, Mil. Constr. in the United States Under the 
Mrection of the OMG and the € of Fy v. 2) pre 197=20l. 


Hist. Dow Fld, Activation to 26 Feb. 1942, pps 167-168, in AFSHO 
282.30-1e 


itr., Lt. Col. BD. P. Graul, Bree, APRS, te ca, Festern Defense 
Command, sub.t Cummy Airdrome Constr. Project, 23 duly 1942, in AMS 
686 a Hist. Rickmond Army Air Base, June 1942 to Apre 1944, Ws 1p 
Pre b2=89. ; 


Ltrs, Brig. Gen. l. Fe. Whitten, AFRES, to Engr. Board, nN. Belvoir, 


Vee, 16 Dee. 1942, in AMG GOH... : 


ltr., TAG to CG's, Defense Comis., sub. Protection Measures, 5 Var. 
1943, in AG 321 (2=25e,3) CB-SSPHAAC-H, 
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Ast ind. (itr., Col, J. 6. Shively, B&G Seet., AC/AS, NMED, te CG, 
4th AF, sub.: Porther Constr. of Passive Protection Measures at 
ASF Installations, 23 Sept. 1943), WOJG H. L. West, Asst. AC, Ath 
AF, to 0G, AAF, © Cet. 1943; ad Po Gel, 3. GC. Shively to GG Ath 
AF, 25 Oct. 1943, 4n 480 600.1 6 


ir ATSHO COMD-PI~J-HI, Dee. 1941; Hist. Bradley Fld, 7 Mar. 1941 te . 


Ltr., CG ETO to GG I Corps Area, goub.: Theater of Operations Construe= . 
tion for Air Fields, 31 Jan. 19423 ltr., GG ETO to CG II Corpse Area, 
subes Theater of Cperations Construction for Air Fields, ned.3 . 
itr., CG ETO to CG ITI Sorps Area, sub.t Theeter of Gperations Con- 
struction for Air Fields, 31 Jan. 1942, in AAG 600.1 Bel, 


Orgarizationel Development, Eerthenst Air District and First Air 
Force, 19 Nov. 1940 to 31 Dee. 1943, pp. Ale, in APSHG AP.1-HI, 
19 Sev. I9L0. 


Ltr., Col. M.A. Craig, AG/SS, Flana, AdF, te CG Ist AF, cubs: Une 
ef Idlewild Airport for Pursuit landings, 10 Apr. 1942, in AAG 686 1, 


Ltr., Cal. &. B. Serndvede, AG, lst aF, to CG AAP, sub.: Assigne 
ment of Afrdremes and Installations to First Air Foree, 12 June 
3942, in AAG 686 N, 


Hist. Bedford Army Air "ese, July 1942 to 31 Dec. 1943, ve 1, pre 
led, in ATSEC 280.GfeW1, ve le 


Fist. Millville Army Mir Base, Dec. 1940 to 1 duly 1944, ve ly PPpe 
1-35 in AYSAO 226. 43-1, Ve 1. 


ltr., Bhig. Gen. F. O'R. Hunter, 66 Ist AF, to CG AAF, subtes Plan fer 
Use of Firat Air Foree Rases, 4 Cet. 1943, in AMG 600.1 6. 

Ltr., Haj. Sen. Follett Bradles, OG lst AP, to CG ETC, 23 Mar. 19423 

Ram, Gol. We. F. Meee, APRAD, to AFRRS, 30 Mar. 1943; R&R, Brig. Gen. 
L. FP. Whitten, 4PR35, te ark, 3 as 1942; lir., CO AAP, to CG EM, 
3 An. 1942, in AMG 686 J 


Hist. Suffolk County Army Air Field, 17 May 1943 to 1 Nove 19445 Ve ly 
Pre , 13, 17, in in APSHO 228 4-1 oe 2 Ve i. 


Hist. Came Springs Army Afr Bese, Inception to 31 Dec. 1943, ppe 3, 
5, 9, 13, in ATSHC 280,.29-1, 


AAP, Stetion list, 1 Dec. 19426 
Hist. Dover Army Air Field, Mov. 1940 to 15 Har. 194d, pe 2, in 


_ APSHO 282.29-1. 
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29. 


30. 


31. 


Mist. Pluethenthal Fid, 17 Cet. 1942 to 7 Arr. 1944, peasim, in 
AFSHO 260 .Bhat. 


Ltr., Lt. Cot. O. C. Yan Roeser, Eset. A, ist AY, te O& ASF, sub.? 
Temrerary Constr. for the Bomber Command Staticns of the Firat Air 

Force, 6 July 19423 ltrs, Gol. de BE, Rewnan, AFRBS, to GG, Antisube 
marine Command, sut.t Army Air Forees Construction, 5 Nov. 19/2, 

in AAG 600.1 A. 


R&R, Exec., AFNAD, to AFRSS, sub.: Airdromes in the Sault Ste. Marie  . 
Vicinity, 30 Mar. 1942; R&, Brig. Gen. L, P. Whitten, AFHBS, to AFACT, 
23 Apr. 1942: R&R, AFACT to AFRAD, 30 Apr. 19423 ROR, ATACT to APRBS, ~ 
4 Fume 1942, in AAG 686 ¥. 


3a ind. (ltr., Lt. Col. Ee C. Itsehner, CCE, to Ot Aa¥, sub.2 Con» 
struction ef Pursuit Stetions in the Vicinity of Sault Ste. Marie, 
Michigan, 12 May 1942), 0G AAF, to C of E, 21 May 2042, in AAG 
600.1 Fy ltx., Sault Ste. Marie Vicinity, Michigan, 24 June 1942, 
in AAS 686 K, 


AAFP, Installations Data Eock, 1 Cot. 1946, poe 9, Ue 


Ltres Made Ee FF, Gartis, Secye A/s, say, te OG ASCE, sub.? Supple 
mentary Directions for WDC, 17 Dec. 1941, in AFSEG 8091-32. 


Hist. 2d AF, 7 Bec. 2941 to 31 Dec. 1942, ve 1, rpe &7- 


ist ind. (ltr., Maj. FE. F. Laweor., Aetg. Exete, II Interceptor Cond. 
to CG 2a AF, sub. Dispersal of Pursuit Forces, 1 Jan. 1942), Maj. 
We. Urbach, Asst. AG 24 AF, to CG II Interceptor Comd., & Jan. 1942; 
Bist. 2d Ar, 7 Dec. 1941 to 31 Dec. 1942, Suprcerting Decuments to 
Charter Qne, Nos. Sl, 526 ‘ 


Ltr e, Maje W. Urbach, Asst. AG 24 AY, to GG Lth AP, Subst Dispersal 
of Puresuit Forees, & Jan. 19423 Hiet. 2d AF, 7 Dee. 1941 to 31 Dee. 
1%2, Suprerting Doaments to Chapter One, No. 52a. 


Creanization and Rinetions ef the 4th AF, 1942 to 2545, ve ly pe 27%p | 


‘in APSHO AF4-HI, 1942. 


Itr., Mej. Gen. J. EF. Pickel, CG 4th AP, te Commandant, 13th “aval 
Piste, 21 Feb. 19423 lir., Adm. C. S. Freeman, Commandant, 13th 
Naval Dist., to CG 4th AF, 2 Mar. 1942, in AAG 686 M 


Rdg, Arnold to GG DC, 7 Apr. 1942, in AAG 686 I. 
GO 104, 4th AP, 3 Sept. 1942, fn AAG 686 R, 


AAF, Station list, 1 Mey 19/2, Sect. Til, pps 15, 19. The CAA alzoe 
constructed fields at Seappoose and Trovtdele, Ore-, in its Program 
*D® wut the Fourth Air Fores did vot asmme jurisdiction over the 
fields. (Thids, Sect. il, Pe 15 e 
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42. 


L6. 


47. 


48. 


£9. 


50. 
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Organization and Functicns ef the 4th AF Through the Year 1941, 
PPe 2290235. 


Thid., pe 235; Hist. Hamilton Fld. Air Base Area, Peb. 1929 to 31 
Mar. 1944, pe 47 


Organization and Punetions of the Ath AF, 1942 to IAS, Ve ly Pre 
13—14. 


ltr., Maj. Gen. J. EB. Fickel, CO 4th AF, to CG WDC, eub.t First 
Priority Airdromes for the 4th AF, 10 Feb. 19423; Organisation and 
Fumetions ef the £th AF, 1942 ta 1945, v. 1, pe Sls Thddes¥e 3, BoB. 


Litre, Lt. Gen. 3d. L. DeWitt, 6G WX, to 6G 56S, sub.3 First Prierity 
Lirdromes for the £th AF, 29 Mar. 19423 ihides We 3) Fo. 36. 


let ind. (ltr., Col. J. 6. Shively, AFRES, AAP, to CG 4th AF, sub.t 
Proposed Progran of Construction for the 4th AF, 28 Sug. 1942), 

28a It. Henry Womnfak, Asst. AG 4th AP, to GG AAP, 8 Sept. 19423 
Organization and Funetions of the 4th AF, 1942 to 1945, v. 3, He.76. 


AAF, Station List, 4 Fov. 1943, Seet. I; Shid., 1 May 1943, Sect. I, 
Pre 2ahe 


Ltrs, Re E. Elwell, General Counsel, CAA, to Direetor of Atrports, 
CAA, 9 Feb. 1942, in AAG 686 H. It was emphasized that the opinion 
expressed by the General Accounting O°fice was limited to the case 
where the exclusvie lease to the Yar Department wes only. fer the 
duration of the war. 4 lease for a longer period of tine might, in 
the ovinion of the SAC, destroy the basie relationship created by the 
sconsership agreement and invalidate the expenditere of ChA funds. 


Yemo, Lt. Col. Monro MeeCloskey to Col. H. S. Vandenberg, 4C/AS, 
Flians, sub.t Conference on Airrerts, 2% Apr. 1942, im AAG 686 K. 


Lites Col. EH. B. Serniveda, AG, ist AF, to G aAF, subet Ist AF 
Priority List for CAA and AA Construction of Airrerts, 28 Apr. 
1942, in ASG 686 K, 


Yemo, It. Gol. Monro MacCloskey to Col. H. S. Vandenbérg, AC/AS, 
Plans, sute: Conference on Airrorta, 2% Apr. 19423 1am, AFRBS to 
AFBFO, 17 June 1942, in AAG 686 Fe2. 


Public Law No. G44, 77 Cobg., 2 Sess., 56 Stat, 2 duly 1942. 


On 23 Dec. 1943, for example, the CAA was given $9,907,£90 te build 
and complete such landing areas as the Chairman of the War Manpower 
Cenmission and the Chairmen ef the WPB considered feasible. (Public 
law Ho. 216, 78 Conges 1 Sesse, 57 § - 621, 23 Dee. 19433 AAP, 
Station List, 4 Fev. 1613, Section ° 
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Public lew No. 780, 76 Congs, 3 Sesse, 54 State 859, 5 Sept. 1940. 


Ltr., Lt. Sel, Ll, Vv. Murrow, te Chief, Flans Biv., OAc, sub.! 
Flight Strips fer Military Aireraft in Critical Area A (Maine, New 
Hempshire, Vermort, Messachusetts, Conneetieut, Rhode iglend, and 
northern half of New York), 21 Jan. 1941, in AFSHO 686, OCAC Plans. 


Yemo, Lt. Col. S. 5. Hanks, Plans Div., OCAC, to Brig. Gen. Carl 
stg, sub.t Planning “or the Construetion and Keintenancs of 
Flight Strips for Militery Afreraft as Kell as for Using the Present 
Hetwork of Communication Facilities, 3 Apr. 1941, in AFSHO 601, 0cac 
Flens; memo, Maj. E. P. Curtis, Exec., Plans Div., CEC, to Chief, 
Intel. Div., OCAC, subst Weekly Rpt. (Plans Diva, & Apr. 1942, in 

APSHO 310.1, COAC Plene. 


Public Law fo. 295, V7 Cong, 1 Sees., 55 Stat. 767, 19 Nev. 1941. 


Memo, Lt. Gen. H. H. Arnold, Chief, AAP, to C/S, sub.: Information 
for the Fresident, 2 Jen. 1942, in AFSHO £09267. 


Maemo, Lt, Col. C. £. Dunean, Secy. A/S, to C/S, sub.: Expansion of 


the AAP During 1942, 3 Jan. 1942, in APSHO 8092-67. | 
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The most important sources ef information for this study were found 
to be the files of the Air Adjutant General concerned with air eite boards, 
the acquisition of land, and construction, the file mmbers of which had 
been cited fully in the footnotes. Second in general importance, but 
“most important for the period prior to Pearl Harbor, were the files of 
the Plans Division, OCAC, now in the Archives of the Air Historical Office. 
Poll reference to these Piles has alse been given in the footnotes of 
this study. 

For the period prior te 7 December 1941 special ects attaches 
iteelf to the hearings of the House and Senate on Arny and National 
Defense appropriation measures and the engroased public laws ad approprds 
ation acts; after the beginning of Unized States participation in World 
War II, however, such government documents reveal little information. 

The airpert survey of the CAA, published as §. Rec. No. 245, 76 Gongs, 1 
Sess., on 24 March 1939, is the best exposition of the eendition of 

civil air fecilities in 1939. ‘The reports of the Senate Wer Investigating 
Committee (Truman Comittee) offer valuable eriticians covering the 
development of Arsy facilities and particularly in regard to the leasing 

ef hotels for the AAF at Miami Beach. 

Other goverment and military publications are of varying importance. 
The AAF station lists furnish a convenient monthly summary of facilities, 
but they becone detailed only after the sumer of 1943, The annual reports 
of the Gommanding General. aneuan ce Forces, give a general account 
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of Arny construction activities during each fiscal year after 1941, bat 
little detailed information pertaining to the AAP as a unit is included, 

The OCE, Progress of Military Construction series, issued twiee monthly 
efter January 1941 ard’ filed in the CCE Library, furnish an itemized and 
detailed reference in regard to construction currently underwy. For | 

_ eoat figures the War Department, Quarterly Inventory of Oued, Sponsored 
and leased Fucilities, issued as of 31 March, 30 dune, 30 September, and 

31 December during 1944 and 1945, is a valuable although stupendous 
reference. Fer an overall viewpoint on costs, the Army Service Forse, 
Skatiotion] Review, Wor}d War Il, has been used. ‘The AC/AS~,, Air Instelle~ 
tions Division, Summary of Zeal Estate and 
Jastaliations, issued on 15 September 1946, is an excellent cost account~ 


ing of the main AAFP installations. 

Constant use has been made of the various memuseript histories 
available in the AFSHO and Historical Division, War Depertment Special 
Steff. Particularly deserving of mention is the OE, Historical Braneh, 
"Alitery Construction in the United States under the Direetion of the 
Quartermaster General and the Chief of Engineers," which furnishes a com 
plete treatment of the organisgtion and funetioning of the War Department 
- for AAP construction. The various air force and comand histories in 
the AFSHO have been gleaned of material on their construction programs 
and difficulties, and other information has been taken from the senewhat 
unevenly useful AAF base and station histories prepared in the field by 
local historical officers. . 

For the 1944-1945 phase of the construction story the dally diaries 
of the AG /AS, MMZD, AC/AS, M&S, and the Air Instelletions Division have 
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been used extensively, tut these diarice have teen fomd te be more unee 
fl for the mere detail of construction authorised then saetuslir valuable 
fer vention of echiavements, development of technicue, and lessons learned. 
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Courtland, Alas, 97-98 Durant, Ckla., 161 
Crais Fide, 27 Dyersture, Tenne, 95-97, 126, 135 
Crookston, “inn., 107 ; 
Cross City, Flas, 49 E 
Crystel River, Fla., 42 
Cuero, Tex, 32 Eagle Pees, Texe, F, 302 
Cattank, ¥ fonte, UE, 171, wes Fast taton Rouvey Las, 40, 176 
Fast Boston, Masg., 79 
DB Eastern Defense Comd., 77-78 
Eastern Piying Training Cemd., 68 
Daggett, Calif., Win Eestern Theatcr of Oper,ticons, 76, 
Dale Mabry Plide, ai, "13031, 176 FEME0 
Ro” Tex., 107, 126, 161 Fest Mullet Island, Place, 52p 
lias, Texey 18n, 2en, 3?n; Vip, hls 3, Ste Tonis, Tit. len, 31s 
Feniel Flde, 42, 131 Folin Flde, 9, 25-26, 147, 15h, 179=80 


Dargue » Brig. Gene Hs hey 73 Ell . 
Davieetonthan Fld., 42, 27-19, 12h — eisenaperea gece Os aa 59 


DeviseMenthan rx ve, 154, 162 Elmira E. Yes 106~107 

Layton, Chie, 7, 140 ‘ 3. Tt ed 

as eae 
Defense Flent Corps ss 97 #1 alge 3102 — 

Deleno Fide, Sn _ Emmons, Lt. Gene De Cay 31, 43y 46 
Del Rio, a 102 Engle, a Mexe, 120 

Denton, Tex» 107 Enid, Oklas, 57m, 58 - 

Denver, Colose, 5, 60, 109, I4ln Evhrata, Yash., 52, 119—20, 124, 126 
be Ridder, La., 7l, 129=30 Esler Flds, 72, 739 12&, 139, 1398 
De Ridder Arwy Airfield, 239n Estrella Arny Airfield, 139p 

Desert Canter, Calfif., 136 = fubenk, rigs Gen. E. ley 123 
Desert force, 136 Eugene Gree, 8&3 

Besert Training Center, 72°, 152 ane ty Fla., U9 

Des Moines, Tova, 67n & : . ; » Un 

Detrick Fld., 72n, 137 Everett, Wash., "37m, £0—42, 61 
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Evergledes, Fla., 140 
Everman, Tex., 101 

PF 
Fairfax Airrert, 141 
Fairfield, Chie, 67 
Fairfield Air Berot, 7 
Pairfield-Suieun Fld, ain, 85, U65 1 
Fairmont, Keane., 121, 162 
Falmouth, Mese., 13&n 
Farmingdale, Ry Yuy 79 
Farm Security Agency, 118 
Federal Indian Schools 14 
Felts Flid., 45 
Pickel, Ha3« Gen. J. z., 83-84 
Fighter Camzend School, U4S49 
Fighter Replacement Training Center, — 

130=31 

Florence, 8, Coy 67M, i, 137—33 
Floyd Bennett Fld., 144 
Foster Fld.s 31ny 53 . 
Frederick, Md., 72m, 1 
Frederick, Cklae, 101, ee 3177 
Freeman Fld., 9& 


Fresno, Calif « 37s 4i, aoe 176 


Ft, Len ning» Chey 2, 35, 1 

Bliss, Tex., 13&n 

Fee Erage, Re Ces By 134 

Ft. Custer, Mich., 138m 

Pt. D. A. Russell, Tex., 165 — 

Ft. Devens, FASS ey 72D, 138n, 168 

Devens Arey Airfield, 138 

Fte Dix, Xe Sey TéDs 0, 138 

™, Dix Army Airfield, 138 

Deucles, tah, 33=34, 

Ft. Eustis Coast Artillery Reserva~ 
tion, 8 

Ft. ceores Wright, Washes 335 455 126 

Ft. Fuachue, Arize, 138m 

Ft. Jackson, Ss. ¢ wey 2329p 

Fte Knox, Kyes &, 136, 139n 

Nt. Lawtor, Washe, 33=3h5 45 

Ft. Leavenverth, Xa sey & 

Ft. leonard Wood, Moss 13@p 

Ft. lewis, “ash., 4, 127, 13% 

Ft, lozan, Cole, 29 

Ft. McClellan, Alaes 72D 735 7 
132Q 
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+ Morgan, Colos, 108 
ae Myers, Flas, 96, 227, 129, 132 
Ft. Ord, Calif., 70-71, 139m 
Ft. Pierce, Fla., 179 
Pt. Riley, Kand., &, 132 
Bt. Sas Houston, TeXey 4 
M%, Sill, Ckla., 8, 13% 


Ft, Stockton, SalifLes 104-105 
Ft, Summer’, Be Moxey 306, 108 


rhe: TLomas, Ry. $ 165 

Phe Wayne, Ince, 3h et 43 

Ft. Worth, TeXes 26n, 67; 67a, Ss 
o4, 162, 167 

Fte Worth Ariny Air field, 163 


G 
Pla‘es 1375 138n, 160, 


1 
Gainesville, Tex., 13 
Gainesville _fray AirPield, 138g 
Galveston, Texes &i, 126 
Garden City, Kat +s 102-103 
Garden City, N. ¥. 19 
Gerdner, Brig. Gen. Grandison, 180 
Gardner Fide, 33n 
Getzer Fide, 43> 117, 119, 124 
General Acemmting Cffies, 86 
George Fld., 97 
GEO Air Foree, Rul, » By 15, 19, 31, 33, 

35~375 455 51~52, $7, 176 
Gile Send, Ariz Ariz os 53, 153~54 
Glaegow, Hont., 119, 121, 125 
Glendale, Ariz., 33 
Glendale, Calif., 18, 19, &4n, 8 
Glen L. Mertin Fld., 7% 
Glenview, Til., 122 
Glider training, 106108 
Godman Fid., &, 139n, 153 
Geldstoro, Re Gay 110 
Goodfel.cw FPld., 27 
Goodland, Kanse, 107 


Gainesville, 
$0 


Grand Central Air Terminal, S4p 
Srand Forks, ! Ne Day 107 

Grand Isiend, le., 52p 

Grend Island, Hebes 12021, iél, 12 
Grand Frairie, Tex., 32n 
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Grand Rapids, Miche, 113 

Gravelly Foint, Vase, 145 

Gray Fides 8, 137 y 139 

Grayling, Mich., 131 

Great Fend, EansSeys 121, 161. 

Great raed Pao 7, Ws-15, 121, 
124—25, VU 

Great Salt bea: Oke ey 523 

Great Salt Plains Eemhing Range, 153< 


BS 
Green Afrport, 79 
Green Fid.,y 137 | 
Greensbor::, NX. Ce, 122 | 
Greenville, Vise. 57n5 5 58, 175 
Greenville, Ss. Say &75 67, 68, 107, 
120 4 


Greemrille, Tex., 100 

Greemvocd, Mise, 97-58 

Greervced, S. Ce, 129 

Grenada, MISBey 134 

Grenada Army Airfield, 132y 

Grenier Fid., #0, 134 

Sroter., Conties 79 

| Gulf Const Training Canter, 25, 29=30, 
pata 57a, 58, BS 99~101, 10h, 107, 


oulfpert, Mises ai, mm, 126, 162-63 
Canes ee 27? 


a 
ah 


Haiti, 22 

Hale, Col, Willis Hey 36 

Half Moon Pay, Talif., 85 

Hamilton, Tex., 107 

Hamilton Fld., 2%, 9, 19, 3435» 
70, Ths 77) Shy 164 


Harbor Peach, Mich., 52 - 
Rarding Fld., 42, 52g, 128 
Harlingen, Texes 57p, 9¢, 153 
Harms, Erig. Genie He Wey 
FEprrisburg, Fae, 7, 114 
Harrisburg Ace , 

Farris feck, Chey 520,» 132 
Hartford, Gomes 37, AC, 435 TQm8O 


Harvard, Redes 121, 161 
Herverd University, 115 

Fethox Fld, 260 

Hateh, Senater Carl, 376 
Rattiesbure, Fiss., Tay 723 
Hattiesburg Arey Airfield, 13¢n 
Bawaii > phres ¥ 

Faye, woes 107 

Hayward Fld., Sin 


Hensley Fld., UA, 146 

Hereford Arey MyrPleid, 1380-2 

Herrington, Kans., 121 

Picks Fides 2én 

See frigey S7hy 5E 

Rill Fld., 16 

Hilicters, Cres, & 

Fil shorcugh-Hendersen County Airfield, 
127—2&, 131, 146 

Hillsgreve, Re Tay as] 


‘Biliserove Airport, 157 


Hobbs, He Meme, 104 

Hobe Sound, Fla., 180 

Heme stead Flas, 146, 156 
Fondo, Tex., 107101 . 
Houlton, Mae, 145 

Heuston, Texes 25=26, 32n 
Hunter Fla., 35, 41, 52B, 130 
Furon, 5. De, 19 
Butehinson, Fans., 182 
Hyannis, Mass, 168 


z 


Independence, Kms., 103 

Indianapolis, Indes 332=33 5 136a 

Indisntown Gap Wlitery Reservation, 
Pas, 138g 

Indic, Calif.; 336 

Inglewood, Gali?., 29n 

Inspection Div., COAC, 73 ‘ 

Interceptor Command School, 148 

Interdepartmental Air traffic Control 
Board, 46-47, 93, 121, 151, 178; 
121-33 

Interior, Derartuent of +t: ey Sl, 535 14 

International Afrrort, 179 

Inyokern, Califes 85 
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Jackson, Miss., 26n, 37p, 41, 98, 
' 378 


Jackson, Tenn., 95 

Jackson Feights, 8. Ye,» 29n 

Jacksonville, Fla., Ten, &0, 137, 
168 


Janesville, Wise., 107 

Japan, 161, 164, 172 

Jasper, Fla., 180 

Jefferson Herracks, Moe, 28, 33, & 
12 


Johnson, 2riz. Gen. Davenport, 55 
Judge Advocate General, 44 


K 
Kansas Ct Kans., 141 
Kansas Gite” Moe, 295 295 135, 
Kearney Mesa Fld., fin, re 121, 
181 
Kearns, Utah, 110-11, 113 
Keesler Fld., 59~60 
Kellogg Fid., 72p, 133-35, 138 
geri! Fldey 4, 6-7, 25, 32, WH, 101, 


‘Kennedy, Cel. F. Mey £0, 64 
Key Flde,y 42, 52h 129-31, 153 
“ Reights, Fla., 137, 150, 


Keystore Heights Army Airfield, 138 
Key Weat, Pla., &2 

Killeen Fid., 138 

Kingman, Arizes 105-106, 153 
Kinross, Miech., &1 

Kértiand Fld., 6, 104, 153~e5h,5 161 
Kissinmee, Fla., 148-49 

Kitsap County Airport, £2 

Klamath Falls, Ore., 67 

Knoliwood Fid., 109 


L 


lafayette, Las, 95 

le Guardia Fid., 9 

la Junta, Colo., 105<106 

Lake Charles, Lae, 57D, ies 129 
lakeland, Flas, 26m, 127=28, 130 
lake Tohopekalica, 180 

Tlemesa, Tex., 101, 107 

Tencaster, Calif., 106 

Langley Fid., 2, 6, & 45, 52p, 80 © 
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laredo, baie 102-3, 153 

las Cruces, 3. Mex., 51 

lee Vegas, Reve, 30, Jin, 535 153 
leurel Army Airfield, 13&n 
Llaurivburg, BR. Gey 132 
laurinburg-Maxton Fld., 133, 136 
lawrenceville, Tll., 96-97 


Lawson Pldey &, 35, Tl, 133, 139%. 


ieesburg, Pils. 2 14850 

legion Fid., 138, 

LeMoore, Califs, S7n, 52 
lend-legse, 144 

lewiston, Mont., 129, 121, 125 
Lexington County Airport, 72g, ane 
Liberal, Kens. om 20223 

Lincoln, Brig. Gen. Bush Bay 60 
Lincoln, Hebe, 1fg, 29H» S72» li 


‘Lindberg Fid., 


Little Rock, Ark; 722; 138g 

Leckbourne Army Air fase, 62, 107, 
134=35 

Lockport, Ili., 106 

Logan Fid., Kel 

lomita, Calif., 85 

Long Beach, Calif., 83, Sn, 145 

Long Beach Maniecipal Fldes 85 

Longfellow, Prig. Gen. Newton, 152 

Lonoke , Ark., 107 : 

Lordsburg, BR. Mexe, 139-20 

Los Angeles, Calif., 8, Sy 

Los Angeles Municipal Airport, 85 

Lloulaville, Ky.» 37m, 41, lip 

Love Fid., 146 

mgt igh Se 9, 18, 29, &, 113, 

‘ . 

Inhboek, TexXey Shs 99, 101, 107 

Iuke Fide, 2, 31g) 53, 153, 180 

Iunken Fld., 135 

lyons, Kenge, 182 


M 


MaeDtil Fld, 16-17, 19,. 335 bhs 
52n, 127-29, 162-63 | 
Macon. > Ghes 30, 31ln, 49 

Madera, Calif., 85 

Madison, Wises, 110 

Madras, Cre., 120-21 

Hajors Fld., 100 

Malden, Hoes 97-98 

Manehester, Ne Hay 378s 41 
Marana, Arize, 101-5 
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Mareh Fid., 2, 5, 9 

Marfa, Texs, 105, 165 

Marianne, Fla., : 

Marianas Is., 164 

Marietta, Gaey 161 

Marine Corpa, 165 

pera Gen. George C., 37, 9, 40, 
$ 

Marshall Wa, é, 138 

Martin, Maj. Gens F. Les 118 

Merysville Army Airfield, 139n 

Mason City, S. D., 119 

Matagorda, Tex., 30 

Matagorda In, 53, 153 

Matagorda Peninsula, a 


viel, Maintenance, and Distribution 
Mather goa 9, 19, 30, Jig, 520, 16h 
Maxton, ¥ ee Ces 132 
Mexwell Pld., Sab, 25, 26, 32, 34-355 
96, 98, 147, 149, 162 
McChord Fid., 3, 195 33, 50, 83 
MeCook, feb., 121, 161 | 
MeMivervitlie, Crees S2u83 
MePherson, Kanse, 182 
Medford Army Airfield, 139, 
io eae 32n, Vl, 136, Aig, . 
‘Merced, Calif., 57g, 58 


Meridian, Miss., 3m, hldk2, 177 
Mega, Arize, 106 


Miami, Fla., 80, 115, 2h, 16, 167, 


172 
Miami, Ckla., 102 
Biont Beach, Pla, 122-13 
Middle River, Fd., 7° 
Middletown Air Patt 7, ee U2 
Midland, Texe, 57p, 1 
Mills Pid., Sdn, 86, ita 
Millville, N. de, 79, 152 
Milwaukee, Wise.» 132, 146, 170 
Mines Fild., & 

Minneapolis, Mirme, 6m 
Kinorvilie, Flaey 150 
Minter Fid., Big, 105 
Mission, ‘Tex, 575 
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Mitchell, S. De, 121 

Mitchel Fid., 2, 9, 45, Tl, Th, 80 
Mobile, Alaes 17-18, 20, 107 
Mebile Air Depot, 4 re . 
Mobilization Div., ASF, 166 


Moffett Pida, 2s 25u26, 32, 3-35, 


» STB, 70, 18 


Muskogee Arny Airfield, 138y 
Kyrtle Beach, Se Ces Sl, 153 


» 9 
Raskville, tees 67, é7p; %, dh 
Kational Guard Bureau, 72 
Heavy, BS, 23 21, 305 Lbnk7 56=57, 
» Sin, 85, 101, 120, 137, 
154, ies, 173, 178-84. Soe ales . 
Department; Seeretary of Navy. 
Navy Derartment, 39, 166, 181. See 
iss Eavy, U.S.; Secretary of Navy. 
Kavy General Board, 56 
Reedles, Calif., a5 
Nelson, Donald, 89 
Netherlands, 23 
Metherlands Fast Indies cadets, 98 
Fewerk, BR, Dey 19, oe 
Reveastle Airport, 
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N sey 2, Fis 34-35, 37s 46 Aly 
Rew Cumberland, Pa., 72n, 168 Orlando Air Base, 149, 165 
New Cumberland Army Airfield, 138) Croville, Calif., Sg 
New Raven, Cont ey ie] Cacoda, Mich., 9, § a : 3 
Bev Munieipel Airport, 723 Otay Mesa, Calif., Sin, 85, 181 
Hew Orleans, lac, 17) 29m, 37py 41-62 Otis Fld., 72n, 138, 168 
Fewrort, frk., 97298 Oxnard, Calif., 26nys 85 
Kewton, Ken Ses 182 ‘Ozark, Alasy 138 
Mew York, Ne Ye, 79, 136, 144 - Ozark drmy Airfield, 138. 
New York Metter Wing, 117 ; ie 
Viagera Falls, RK. Ye, 141 2% 
IX Corps Area, 34, ‘70 2 
Forfolk, Vary ve] Fachuta, Miss., 520 
Fortheast Air DMstriet, 45 - Page Fid., . 
North Island Naval Air Station, 8&3 = 8 Paine Fla., 42, 83 
Forthvest Air District, 45 ‘Palacios Army Airfield, 9m 
0 Palm Springs, Calife, SAG 
, Patra, Tex, 102, 103 
Catm, Hawaii, 2 j Paneme, 13-14, 17, 22 
Oak Harbor, Wash., £3, 176 . Panama Canal Zone, 12 — 
Cakland, Calife, 2909 B3—fKy GAN, 86 Panama City, Plas, 17, 305 53, 180 
Ccala, Fla., 58% Pan American Airways, 26. 


Office of the Chief of Engineers, 48, 55 Faris, Tex, S7y,. 138 
63—64, 221, 123, 157, 14. an alae Pasec; Washes 182 
Chief of Engineers; Corps of Engineet™ paso Robles, Czlif., low 137, 139% 
Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, Patterson Fld., 7, 1A 
6, 15-26, 19-21, 2532) 3hy 37-395 439 Pawling, We Ye, 1A 
LbnL7, Sy 525 Shy 56-635 70-71, 87, Pawling Preparatory School for 
92, 94-95, 99, 103, 17h, "176-77, 179. Boys, 134 
See also Army Air Forces; Chief of the rear) Farber, 7b, 81, Ws 10k, 116, 
Air Corps. 140, 15C. 
Office of the Quartermaster General, 16, Pecos, Tex., l0ieS 
36, 38 See iso Cuartermester Corpes fecos army Airfield, 165 


Quartermaster General,  Fendleton, Cre., 37, 4142, 117-18 
Officers ue Sehooly 113 Pensacola, Fla., 179-€0 
Ogden Air Depot, 17-18, 47 Perry, Fine, 331 
Ogden Crdnance Piety 17 ferry Institute, 118 
Cklahome City, Ckle., 32p, 37ps 41, 4849 Peterson Fld., 191, 138% 
Ckmulgee, Ckla., 107 Philadelphia, Fa., 20m 
Clde, hg Gen. Robert, 218-20, 122-23, Philadelphia Fighter Wing, 117 
159, Philip, Ss. Dey 119 
Gea Fid., 7 Phillics Fld., 8 
Civmpia, Washes 82-83 : Phoenix, Arige, 3e, Zip; 104, 142 
(maha, Neb., 141-42 | Pierre, S..D., 139 
Ontario, Calif., 26p, S7n, 85-86, 105 Fine Bluff, Arks, 32m . 
Operational i wae 117, 127-31, Pine Camp, BR. Yey 725 72n 
4, U8 Pine Canp Military Heserveticn, 139y 
Orangeburg, S. Ces Sap Pinecastle Army Air Base, 145, 150, 
Grange County Airport, Shp, 86 165. | 
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Pinehurst-Southern Pines, F. Cs, 109 

Pinellas, Flas, 130 

Pittsburg, Sante, 107 

Pittsburg, Fas, 1%, 

Plainview, Tex., 101, 108 

Pianes Divas MAS, 31, 35, 37=38, 56, (On 
6l. See algo AC/AS, Plans. 

Plum Tree I, 8 

Pones City, Okla, 362 

Pope Fid., , 133, 138% 

Fort Avgeles, Washes, 82-83, 168 

Porterville, Calif., Sin 

Fortiand, Ore» s 37py ae &3 


Fost Fid., a, Tl, 138m 
Pratt, Mans., 119, Wi, 161 
Presque Isle, Nes, 145 
Frovidence, 2. I., 137 


Proving Ground Comd es 154, 180. See. 


algo Air Corpe Freving Ground; 
Proving Ground Detachnent. 


Proving Ground Detachment, 147. See 


Bilge Air Cerps Proving Ground; 
Froving Ground Detachnent. 
Pueblo, Goloe, 67, 7x5 139, ia 
Puerto Rico, rR, 2 : 
Fullman, Vash., 118 
Puta Serda, Fla., 131 
Fyote, Texe, 12, l=, 161 


Q 
Quabbin Reservoir, Mags., 52p 


Guartermaster Corps, 18=19, 37, 40, dds 
52. See also Cffice of the Cuarter- 
master General; Quartermester General, 

Quartermester General, 15@16, 19, 63. 
See alse Office of the Cusrtermeaster 


General; Quertermester Corre, 
Reltleyute, Washes S2—23, la 178 


a 


Radio Operators and Mechanics Course, a 


Radto Seheol Ho. sid 110s Foe Ay 103 
Fo. 5, 133 
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Baloigh, HN. Co, 109 

Raleigh-Durham Army Airfield, 138 

Randolph Fld., 4-6, 25, 162 

Rantoul, Tle, 5, 

Repid City, 5 S- Deg 67y 67my 68, 
118-39, 121, 124 

Reading Arzy a tae 138 

Ream Fld., 85, 1 

Reeonstruetion Finance Corpe, 97 


Reno, Neve, 67, 67m 


Rene cla eee 9, U6 . 
RentSehler Fid., 
eae nt Trai ie Unit, 128-29, 


sept Aviation Corporation Flde, 


a Calif “9 138 

Rice Arzy Airfield, 139 

Richmond, Vaos E75 67us. 68 

Richmond Arey Air Base, 78 

Ritaville, “ashe, 52 

Riverside, Calif., 2, 45, %% 

Roanoke y Vas, 177 

Robertson, Mos, 32 

Rochester, Himn., 107 

Rockwell Fide, Ry Ts 180-82 

Rolla, Hos, 72 

Rone, He Yay 49 

Reemilus, Mich., UdW45 

Roosevelt, Chea F, Dep i, i2e 
13, 53, 76, 88 

Raseerans Flde, 146 

Rosvell, EY Mex., STs 5E, 153, 162 

Royal Air Force, 18a : 

Russell City, Calif., &n, 66 


s 


Sacramento, Calif., is il, 19, By 
Sins 83, i 16d, 
Saeramento Air 


Depot, 7 
Sacramento Moenieipel Airport, S45 
Saginaw, Miche, 132 
Sahuarita, frize, 154 
Salex, Gre., 2-23, 137 
Salina, Fans., 118-01, 124, 161 
Salinas, Calif., 71 
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Salinas brey Airfield, 13°%2 
Saliebury, Md., 8&0 


Salt lake City, Utah, 33-34, 37m, 40~1, 


‘Lic, 17, 119 
Salt River, Eyes S2n 
San Sngelo, Tetes 26-27, OFalO0, 153 


San Antonio, Texes As 72,5 TR» 100, 1%6 


1382 
San Antonio Air Bepot, 7, 142 


Sen Antonie Munfetpel Airfield Ne. 2, 


1368 
San Bernardino, Calif., 61, 83 
Sen Bernardino Air Depot, 62 


San Diego, Cealif., 2s 12825 83, 85, 105 


181-183 
Sand Feint, Washes &2 
Sand Foint Naval Air Station, 82 
San Franciseo, Calife, f4; fin, 136 
Sen Feanetaco Bay, 56 
San Marcos, Tex.) 101-3 
San Wicholes Islend, 85 
Sar: Rafael, Calife, 2 


Senta Ana, Calif., 32, S7n, 52%, Sins 1G 


Sante Marta, Caliles 1¢€ 

Santa Varia Army Airfield, 69, 23% 
Sante Verla-Lompoc, Calif., 67, 67p 
Sante Rosa, Callfe, Ass 5 154 . 
Sarascia, Flite, 127—28, 130—31 
Sault Ste. Marie, Miah, = § 

Seult Ste. Yerie Cenal, $1 


Savarneh, Gasy 35, 37ps 40-41, 80, 130, 


MA4, 160 
Savanneh arny Air Rase, 74 


Seappoose, Cres, a2 
Sectt Fild.,-2, by Ié-19, 28, 71,5 12, 


1 
Seottsbluef, Neb., 129, 122 
Serlbner, Hebe, 121 
Seribner Army Airfield, 171 
Seattle, Washes 3h, 45; 23-82, 146 
Sebring, Flees 57hs 59 
Secretary of Navy, 39, 91. See alse 
Havy; “avy Department. 


Secretary of Her, 13, 30, 91. See alec 


var Department. 
Sedalia, Mo., 132, 134, 136 
Selfridge Fide, 25 &, 52p, 134935 
Selma, Ala, 26-27 


Selmer Fidas 56 : 
Seymour’, Ind.» o8 : 
Seymour Jeknaon Fids, 3111, 170 
Shavers Sunrit, Gelifes 138 
Skeiton, Wach., 82-83, 168, 178 
Sherperd Fildes &, ik 

Sherman, Texe, 57g, 58 

Sherman Fides g 


Sikeston, Moe, 
Sioux City, ‘Town, &7, 67n5 6S, 9, 


121, 124 

Sioux Falis, S- Dey 110=11 

Site selection, 14-17, 19, 25=26, 
29-31, 35-38, 40, 42049, 50=53, 
55057, Gl, C3nb4, 66, 92-94, Ho 
oT, 1034» 108-9, I2262h,y 32, 


150-51 
Smoky Bill Arwy Air Base, 124, 161 
» Tete, 

Southeast Air Distriat, 45 

Southeast Training Center, 25-27, 
30, 335 57m, 58) 58s 925 Ms 
O7=98, 107, 135, 147 

South Plains Arey Airfield, 101, 
1078 

Southwest Air District, 45 

re Brig. Gene Carl, 56, 655 


Spence Fld., 59 
Spencer, Towa, 107 
Spokane, Washes 19, 33, 37s Aly 435 


St. J > Mos, VU 

St. Louis, Hoe, 28, 33, 109 - 
St. Faul, Minn., 143g a. 
St. Patersturg, Fla., 113, 1€7 
Stamford, Texe, 323 
Standiford Fid., 1435 

Stark, Adm. Ee Rey 56 
Starkville, Miss., 107 
Stevens Hotel, 123, 116, .168 
Stillwater, Minties 107 7 
Stinson Fide, 1060 

Stewart Fid., & 
Stockton, Calife; 26~27 5 54 
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Stuttgart, Ark., 9%, 107 
‘Suffolk County Airport, 80. 
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